
GERUND AND INFINITIVE TO

In English, if you want to follow a verb with another action, you must use a gerund or infinitive. For example:

· We resumed talking. (gerund – verb + ing)
· I want to see a movie. (infinitive – to + base verb)
There are certain verbs that can only be followed by one or the other, and these verbs must be memorized. Many of these verbs are listed below.

Common verbs followed by a gerund:

                      Example: He misses playing with his friends.
· abhor

· acknowledge

· admit

· advise

· allow

· anticipate

· appreciate

· avoid

· be worth

· can’t help

· celebrate

· confess

· consider

· defend

· delay

· detest

· discontinue

· discuss

· dislike

· dispute

· dread

· endure

· enjoy

· escape

· evade

· explain

· fancy

· fear

· feel like

· feign

· finish

· forgive

· give up (stop)

· keep (continue)

· keep on

· mention

· mind (object to)

· miss

· necessitate

· omit

· permit

· picture

· postpone

· practice

· prevent

· put off

· recall

· recollect

· recommend

· report

· resent

· resist

· resume

· risk

· shirk

· shun

· suggest

· support

· tolerate

· understand

· urge

· warrant


Common verbs followed by an infinitive:

                 Example: She threatened to quit if she didn't get a raise.
· agree

· appear

· arrange

· ask
· attempt

· beg

· can/can’t afford

· can/can’t wait

· care

· chance

· choose

· claim

· come

· consent

· dare

· decide

· demand

· deserve

· determine

· elect

· endeavor

· expect

· fail

· get

· grow (up)

· guarantee

· hesitate

· hope

· hurry

· incline / intend
· learn

· manage

· mean

· need

· offer

· pay

· plan

· prepare

· pretend

· profess

· promise

· prove

· refuse

· remain

· request

· resolve

· say

· seek

· seem

· shudder

· strive

· struggle

· swear

· tend

· threaten

· turn out

· venture

· volunteer

· wait

· want

· wish

· would like

· yearn

Verbs followed by a gerund or infinitive with little to no change in meaning:

                         Example: It started to rain. / It started raining.
· begin

· can’t bear

· can’t stand

· continue

· hate

· like

· love

· prefer

· propose

· start

Verbs followed by a gerund or infinitive with a change in meaning:

	forget
	I forgot to meet him.

(I didn’t meet him because I forgot to do it.)

	
	I forgot meeting him.

(I don’t have the memory of meeting him before.)

	go on
	He went on to learn English and French.

(He ended one period of time before this.)

	
	He went on learning English and French.

(He continued learning the languages.)

	quit
	She quit to work here.

(She quit another job in order to work here.)

	
	She quit working here.

(She quit her job here. She doesn’t work here anymore.)

	regret
	I regret promising to help you.

(I’m sorry that I made the promise.)

	
	I regret to tell you that we can't hire you.

(I’m telling you now, and I’m sorry.)

	remember
	She remembered to visit her grandmother.

(She didn’t forget to visit.)

	
	She remembered visiting her grandmother.

(She had memories of this time.)

	stop
	I stopped to call you.

(I interrupted another action in order to call you.)

	
	I stopped calling you.

(I stopped this activity. Maybe we had a fight.)

	try
	I tried to open the window.

(I attempted this action but didn’t succeed.)

	
	I tried opening the window.

(This was one option I sampled. Maybe the room was hot.)


“GERUND”  & “INFINITIVE TO”  EXERCISES

A. Please write the verb form that is most appropriate (gerund or infinitive) after each verb. Some may have both and that should also be noted


Use the verb examine as your gerund or infinitive

1.
want
            




2.
need
            




3.
can't help




4.
intend             




5.
love





6.
need




7.
look forward to



8.
think about
               


9.
enjoy




10.
dislike

                

B.  Complete the sentences with a gerund or infinitive using the words in the box.


1. Diana doesn't mind __________ her friend’s children.

2. Jean loves _________ to the movies.

3. Muriel expects __________ accepted into the Honor's College.

4. When will the class begin __________ the test?

5. Would you consider __________ the food to the party?

6. I have finished __________ my homework.

7. The teacher promised __________ the test tomorrow.

8. Joseph wants _________ a new car.

9. Some of the students refused __________ talking.

10. My husband enjoys __________ in our new kitchen.

C. PART TWO Choose either A or B.

1. I enjoy _____ a good book on the weekends.

A. reading

B. to read

2. I want _____ a good book this weekend.

A. reading

B. to read

3. She refuses _____ to the doctor for help.

A. going

B. to go

4. She postponed _____ to the doctor for help.

A. going

B. to go

5. Maria talked about _____ a new boyfriend.

A. getting

B. to get

6. Maria would love _____ a new boyfriend.

A. getting

B. to get

7. Joseph quit _____ for three weeks.

A. smoking

B. to smoke

8. Joseph promised _____ smoking.

A. stopping

B. to stop

9. The students should keep on _____.

A. studying

B. to study

10. The students planned _____.

A. studying

B. to study

   PART TWO: Choose A, B, or C. Read all of the possible answers.

11. Mark finished _____ his project for grammar class.

A. doing

B. to do

C. both a and b are correct

12. We started ______ the project for grammar class.

A. doing

B. to do

C. both a and b are correct

13. Bob would like _____ in Puerto Rico.

A. vacationing

B. to vacation

C. both a and b are correct

14. Bob likes _____ in Puerto Rico.

A. vacationing

B. to vacation

C. both a and b are correct

15. Lynn hopes _____ her Real Estate business very soon.

A. beginning

B. to begin

C. both a and b are correct

16. Lynn considered _____ her Real Estate business very soon.

A. beginning

B. to begin

C. both a and b are correct

17. The family continues _____ about our next vacation.

A. discussing

B. to discuss

C. both a and b are correct

18. The family is talking about _____ on our next vacation.

A. going

B. to go

C. both a and b are correct

19. The children refused _____ their room, so their mother punished them.

A. cleaning

B. to clean

C. both a and b are correct

20. The children put off _____ their room, so their mother punished them.

A. cleaning

B. to clean

C. both a and b are correct
.

21. My computer is too slow.  I’m considering ______ another one.

A. buying

B. to buy

C. both a and b

22. I love _____ pizza.

A. eating

B. to eat

C. both a and b

23. She would like _____ Switzerland during the winter break.

A. visiting

B. to visit

C. both a and b

24. Kelly enjoys ______ in his vegetable garden.  He grows tomatoes, squash, and many types of peppers.

A. working

B. to work

C. both a and b

25. The teacher postponed _____ the test.  The students weren’t ready.

A. giving

B. to give

C. both a and b

26. Did you expect _____ the contest?  

A. winning

B. to win

C. both a and b


27. The restaurant will refuse _____ you if you aren’t dressed properly.

A. serving

B. to serve

C. both a and b

28. The students began _____ on their project last week.

A. working

B. to work

C. both a and b

29. I can’t afford _____ a new house right now.  I’m broke!

A. buying

B. to buy

C. both a and b

30. Has Sara quit _____ her research paper?

A. writing

B. to write

C. both a and b

31. The fire started _____ in the basement.

A. burning

B. to burn

C. both a and b

32. I hate _____onions.  They make my eyes water.

A. cutting

B. to cut

C. both a and b

33. He promised _____ her during their wedding celebration.

A. loving

B. to love

C. both a and b

34. It stopped _____ a few minutes ago.  Almost 5 inches fell.

A. raining

B. to rain

C. both a and b

35. Ms. Caroline refused _____ my paper because it was late.

A. accepting

B. to accept

C. both a and b

36. My wife and I will discuss _____ to Hawaii on our vacation.

A. going

B. to go

C. both a and b

37. My sister can’t stand _____ another person’s feet.

A. touching

B. to touch

C. both a and b

38. The students intend _____ for their next test.

A. studying

B. to study

C. both a and b

39. She is forgetful.  I know she will forget _____me when she gets home.

A. calling

B. to call

C. both a and b

40. He always puts off _____ the garage.

A. cleaning

B. to clean

C. both a and b

41. My friends stopped _____ to me when I lied to them.

A. talking

B. to talk

C. both a and b

42. Did you go _____ yesterday.  It was a beautiful day!

A. swimming

B. to swim

C. both a and b

43. I went _____ this afternoon.  There was a good sale at Burdine’s.

A. shopping

B. to shop

C. both a and b

44. They need _____ Italy if they want to eat true Italian food.

A. visiting

B. to visit

C. both a and b

45. My parents haven’t gone _____ in over a year.  They have been busy.

A. dancing

B. to dance

C. both a and b

46. A:  Does he go _____ every Saturday?  B:  Yes, he does.

A. skating

B. to skate

C. both a and b

47. The Smith’s can’t afford _____ a house in Weston.

A. buying

B. to buy

C. both a and b

48. A: Brad, would you mind _____ the window.  I’m cold.  

B: Sure.  No problem.

A. closing

B. to close

C. both a and b

49. You should never quit!  Keep on _____!  Don’t give up!

A. trying

B. to try

C. both a and b

50. She’s decided not _____ her used car.  She wants a new one.

A. keeping

B. to keep

C. both a and b

51. A:  Did the students go _____ last week?  B:  Yes, they did.

A. fundraising

B. to fundraise

C. both a and b

52. My brother would love ____ Shakira.  He loves her music!

A. meeting

B. to meet

C. both a and b

53. Do you hate _____ tests?  I do.

A. taking

B. to take

C. both a and b

PART THREE:  If the sentence is correct, write "C".  If the sentence is incorrect, write "I."

54. Did she go to bowling yesterday?

55. We went sightseeing in New York City last week. 

56. I want to take a cruise to Alaska next summer.

57. Do you intent taking a cruise to Alaska next summer?

58. I like watching people walk by when I go to the mall.

59. I would like watching people walk by when I go to the mall.

60. Martha hates being late for class. She likes to be on time.

61. Jerry enjoys fishing on Friday mornings with his friends.

62. Marie postponed to do her homework. Now it is late!

63. Miguel agreed to spend less money than he did last month.

64. He can’t afford going to the zoo today.

65. Do you like to go to hiking in the mountains?

66. I am thinking about changing my program of study.

watch			do		buy		review	take		bring			stop		be		go		cook








