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PREFACE 
 Experiences have shown that one of the constraints 

faced by both lecturers and students in the teaching-learning 

process is the absence of the definitive teaching materials in 

the form of textbooks officially used in the program . As we 

all know the existences of a program and proper gradation 

and selection of the teaching materials. 

 This textbook of reading is compiled to help both 

lectures and students in the teaching-learning process so as 

to avoid them pricking up and  any material which are 

available but may not be properly selected granded 

 It is hoped that the textbook will serve its purpose. 
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              INTRODUCTION  
  
A. What Is Reading? 

 
Many different people use the term “reading” in different 
ways. That’s because we have different purpose, different 
basic of knowledge and different importance when we are 
reading. Reading ; is one of communication processes, 
because we are not only deal with those printed words and 
everything’s over, but there is a series of system which 
proses the information we have read. 
 
 
Sender                               written 
Encoder                                                              
                                     text 
Writter  
Speaker                 spone,,      
   
 
The communication Proses (Cristine Nuttal 1982) 
 
Figure , give a very simple model of the proses of communication. On 
the left is the writer,, but since be could equally well speak his message,, 
we will use general encoder for his rule. The encoder has a message in 
his mind, (it may be an idea, a fact,, a feeling, an argument, ect),, which 
he wants somebody else to share. To make this possible he must first 
put it into words, that is he must encode it. Once it is encoded in either 
writer or spoken form, it is available outside his mind as a text.  The text 
is accessible , so the mind of another person who hears or reads it, i.e.  
who  decodes the message it contains. Once it is drcoded, the message 
enters the mind of the decoder and communication is achieved. 

 
We can say that Reading ; is a way to get information from 
text and to form an interprestation and draw a conclution of 
that information 
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B.  How To Become  A Better Reader 
  

Why is reading important when  you are learning a new 
language? Here are some  of the  reasons: 

- Reading helps  you learn  to think  in the  new 
language. 

- Reading  helps you  build a better  vocabulary. 
- Reading makes  you more comfortable with written  

English.You can write better  English  if you feel 
comfortable with the language. 

- Reading  may  be the only way for you to use English  
if you live in a non-English-speaking country. 

- Reading can help if you plan to study in an English-
speaking country. 

This book will help you learn  to read better  in English. You 
will work  on four things in this  book. 

 
1. Reading For Pleasure 
 

- Read  as  much as  you  can.  Read  books,  
magazines, newspapers, stories. Read anything you 
like. The more you read, the better  you will read. 

- Choose a book from the list in Part I. Or find 
another book that is interesting to you. Your 
teacher can  help you find one at the bookstore  or 
the  library. 

- Read your book every day. Time your reading.   
- Be  sure   to  talk  about   your   book  with  your  

teacher,  your classmates, and . your friends. 
 
2. Working  On Your Reading Skills 
 

- When you read, you use many  different skills. You 
need to work on them  one at a time. Here are six 
important skills you will work on: 
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- Previewing. Before you  start reading,  find out  
something about  what you will read. Then  you can 
start  thinking about the  subject. You will be able  
to read  faster  and  with  more understanding. 

- Asking questions as you read. This keeps your mind 
on what you read.  Asking questions helps you pay 
attention. It also helps you to remember what  you 
read. 

- Guessing what new words mean. It takes too much  
time to look up every new word. And if you stop, you 
may forget what you are reading. Use the whole 
sentence or paragraph  to guess words. 

- Finding the topic and the  main idea. The topic 
and  the main idea let you  know  what  is 
important. To find  the  topic  and the  main  idea.  
ask  two questions: 
a. What  is this  about? 
b. What  does  the  writer want  to say  about this? 

 
•  Understanding patterns in  English. A pattern is 

a way  of putting ideas  together. If you find the 
pattern. you can under- stand more. You will also  
remember more. 

 
- Using signal words. Some   words  are  like  

signposts on  a highway. They  tell you what 
direction  the writer  is going. And they  help  you  to 
follow the  writer's ideas. Signal words  also help  
you  guess what you  will read  about. 
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3. Learning To Read  Faster 
Reading faster is very important because of the way your 
brain works. When  you read slowly,  your  brain  does 
not get enough information. You understand better 
when you  read  faster. 

 
 
 
4.  Learning To Think  In English 

You also  need  to work  on  understanding English 
sentences. Learn how to get the meaning of sentences. 
Find out how ideas follow each other in English. 
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                           Lesson 1 

Diagnosing Your Reading Ability 
 
 

Before you begin this series of reading-improvement 
exercises, it would be useful for you to find out how well you 
now read English. The two exercises in this section are designed 
to test both your reading speed and your comprehension. 

 

The first of these exercises is a Diagnostic Vocabulary Test 
made up of relatively easy English words. When this test was 
given to college freshmen who were native speakers of English, 
it was found that most students took no more than six or seven 
minutes to complete the 65 problems, and made no more than 
one or two errors. If you have much difficulty with these 
problems, you probably still lack a good “working vocabulary” 
for dealing with college-level reading materials. The exercises 
in this book do not concentrate on vocabulary building; you will 
have to work on this problem yourself, primarily by doing as 
much reading as you can. 

 

The second of the exercises is a Reading Comprehension 
Test, consisting of a 1000-word essay followed by a series of 
questions about the content of the essay. By timing your reading 
of the selection, you can determine the speed at which you can 
read college materials of moderate difficulty. Your score on the 
comprehension questions will give you some idea of how well 
you  can  understand  what  you  read.  And,  incidentally,  you 
should  find  the  reading selection interesting in  itself,  for  it 
offers sound advice on increasing your vocabulary. 



                                           READING  I  MODULE 

9 
 

Practice 1: Diagnostic Vocabulary Test 
 

Directions: Each problem consists of a test word followed by 
four possible definitions. Put a check mark on the 
line before the best definition of the test word. 

 
Example: 

 

 
Wealthy 

 
 
 
(a) dry 
(b) strong 
(c) rich 
(d) sad 

 
Work as rapidly and as accurately as you can. You will 

probably find most of the tests words quite easy. But try to 
answer every problem, even if you are not sure your answer is 
correct. 

 

Be sure to time yourself on the test. As soon as you finish, 
record your time on the line marked TIME just after the last 
problem. 

 
 
 
 
1. tiny 

 

 
(a) very swift 
(b) very strong 
(c) very small 
(d) very sharp 

3.  moist 
 

 
(a) slightly 
(b) quite large 
(c) very dark 
(d) rather noisy 

 

2.  sketch 
(a) a long, deep cut 
(b) a loud, warning cry 
(c) a simple, rough 

drawing 
(d) a small, light boat 

 

4.  nap 
 
 
(a) a happy song 
(b) a short meeting 
(c) a sharp rock 
(d) a brief sleep 
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5.  ache 
 
 
(a) a dull pain 
(b) a sharp knife 
(c) a sudden thought 
(d) a deep cut 

 

11. chilly 
 
 
(a) quite foolish 
(b) extremely rough 
(c) rather cold 
(d) very sick 

 

6.  a glance 
(a) a loud cry (b) 
a brief look (c) a 
quick reply 
(d) a sharp weapon 

 

12.   brass 
 
 
(a) a rough cloth 
(b) a yellow metal 
(c) a thick plant 
(d) a farm animal 

 

7.  astonish 
(a) to destroy entirely 
(b) to hide completely 
(c) to shout loudly 
(d) to surprise 

 

8.   gigantic 
(a) excited 
(b) foolish 
(c) huge 
(d) dangerous 

 

9.   swamp 
  (a) a piece of soft, 

wet land 
(b) a kind of strong, 

thick rope 
(c) a group of small, 

low houses 
(d) a flash of clear, 

bright light 
 

10. chilly 
(a) quite foolish 
(b) extremely rough 
(c) rather cold 

(d) very sick 
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13.   vanish 
(a) to paint 
(b) to disappear 
(c) to defeat 
(d) to suffer 

 

14. pond 
(a) a small body of 

water 
(b) a large pile 
(c) a strong wall of 

stone 
(d) a thick mass of 

trees 
 

15. console 
(a) to save 
(b) to correct (c) to 
examine (d) to 
comfort 

 

16. feeble 
(a) false  
(b) weak  
(c) dark (d) silent 
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17. gaze 
 
 
 
 
 
 
18. hazard 

 
 
(a) to burn brightly 
(b) to sleep briefly 
(c) to walk slowly 
(d) to look steadily 

22. slender 
(a) long and thin 
(b) polite and kind 
(c) complete and 

final 
  (d) hard and strong 

  (a) a danger 
  (b) a storm 
  (c) a battle 
  (d) a fire 

 

19. fragrant 
(a) sweet-smelling 

  (b) fast-moving 
  (c) finely built 
  (d) easily broken 

 

20. chat 
(a) an untruthful 

story 
  (b) a friendly 

greeting 
  (c) an informal talk 

(d) a noisy quarrel 
 

21. stare 
  (a) to speak in anger 
  (b) to move in a 

circle 
(c) to climb with 

difficulty 
(d) a look long and 

hard 

 
23. dismiss 

  (a) to look for 
  (b) to send away 

(c) to pour out 
(d) to cut apart 

 

24. keen 
(a) brief 
(b) ugly 
(c) new 
(d) sharp 

 

25. handy 
(a) attractive 

  (b) powerful 
(c) convenient 
(d) careful 

 

26. mend 
(a) to repair 
(b) to remember 

  (c) to report 
(d) to return 

 

27. drowsy 
(a) hungry 
(b) friendly 
(c) ugly 
(d) sleepy 
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28. tumble 

  (a) to talk quietly 
  (b) to walk slowly 
  (c) to fall suddenly 
  (d) to strike 

repeatedly 
 

29. trivial 
   (a) difficult to 

believe 
   (b) of little 

importance 
   (c) lacking good 

sense 
   (d) strange in 

appearance 
 
30. Spade 

  (a) a tool for 
digging 

  (b) a large, flat field 
  (c) a device for 

writing 
(d) a long, deep 

valley 
31. reckless 

  (a) useless 
  (b) hopeless 
  (c) careless 
  (d) worthless 

 

32. mute 
(a) hungry 
(b) angry 
(c) little 
(d) silent 

33. discard 
(a) to oppose 
(b) to throw away 
(c) to injure 

  (d) to find by 
accident 

34. pebble 
(a) a wide stream 

  (b) a high hill 
(c) a deep hole 

  (d) a small one 
 
35. weary 

(a) early 
  (b) careful 

(c) tired 
(d) unhappy 

 
36. conceal 

(a) to describe 
  (b) to injure 
  (c) to praise 

(d) to hide 
 
37. strive 

(a) to wait very 
eagerly 

  (b) to measure 
very carefully 

  (c) to walk very 
rapidly 

  (d) to try very hard 
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38. gloomy 
(a) foolish 
(b) sad 
(c) timid 
(d) open 

 
39. ponder 

(a) to walk slowly 
(b) to consider 

carefully 
(c) to hold tightly 
(d) to speak softly 

40. wrath 
(a) great anger 
(b) a large crowd 
(c) hard labor 
(d) a sudden storm 

 
41. tap 

(a) to sleep briefly 
(b) to strike lightly 
(c) to tie tightly 
(d) to run quickly 

 
42. blunder 

(a) a sudden fall 
(b) a deep thought 
(c) a loud noise 
(d) a foolish mistake 

 
43. speck 

44. hoist 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
45. hurl 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
46. yearn 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
47. twig 

 
 
(a) to raise up 
(b) to shout 

joyfully 
(c) to throw away 
(d) to wash 

thoroughly 
 
(a) to cry with pain 
(b) to throw with 

force 
(c) to depart in 

haste 
(d) to injure in 

anger 
 
(a) to acquire great 

wealth 
(b) to speak at 

great length 
(c) to feel great 

desire 
(d) to cause great 

damage 
 
(a) a double 

amount 
(b) a small branch 
(c) a sudden push 
(d) a sharp stone 

(a) a small spot 
(b) a cruel remark 
(c) a strange sight 
(d) a short talk 

48. haul  
(a) to shout 
(b) to cover 
(c) to cut 
(d) to pull 
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49. gale 
 
 
(a) an accident story 
(b) a strong wind 
(c) a serious 

54. snatch 
 
 
(a) to break 

completely 
(b) to strike 

accident 
(d) a high wall 

 

50. stray 
  (a) to lift up 

(b) to throw away 
(c) to wander away 
(d) to burn up 

 

51. lull 
  (a) a soft area of 

land 
  (b) a short period of 

quiet 
(c) a small group of 

people 
(d) a loud cry of 

pain 
 

52. shrewd 
  (a) clever 

(b) torn 
(c) rough 
(d) afraid 

 

53. apparel 
  (a) clothing 
  (b) knowledge 

(c) fear 
(d) shelter 

forcefully 
(c) to examine 

closely 
  (d) to seize 

suddenly 
 

55. haughty 
(a) old and tired 

  (b) weak and 
frightened 

  (c) proud and 
scornful 

  (d) young and 
happy 

 

56. dwindle 
(a) to burn brightly 
(b) to walk slowly 

  (c) to become 
smaller 

  (d) to grow angry 
 

57. bewildered 
(a) greatly anger 

  (b) greatly 
confused 

(c) greatly amused 
  (d) greatly injured 

 

58. bough 
(a) a high wall (b) 
a wide street (c) a 
loud laugh (d) a 
large branch 
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59. crave 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
60. shun 

 
 
 
 
 
 
61. twine 

 
 
(a) to cover 

completely 
(b) to deny strongly 
(c) to desire greatly 
(d) to wash 

carefully 
 
 
(a) to push 
(b) to avoid 
(c) to burn 
(d) to brighten 

64. kindle 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
65. wade 

 
 
(a) to reduce in 

size 
(b) to set on fire 
(c) to handle 

roughly 
(d) to act friendly 

toward 
 
 
(a) to observe from 

a distance 
(b) to beat with the 

hands 

  (a) a pleasant drink 
  (b) great success 
  (c) a double amount 

(d) strong string 
 

62. lofty 
  (a) very amusing 
  (b) very frequent 

 
 
 
 
 
 
66. genial 

(c) to walk through 
water 

(d) to tear into 
pieces 

 
 
(a) strong and bold 
(b) noble and wise 

  (c) very high 
  (d) very expensive 

 

63. scorch 
(a) to burn slightly 
(b) to act superior to 
(c) to examine 

carefully 
(d) to cut the surface 

of 

  (c) cheerful and 
friendly 

(d)  famous and 
respected 

 
Time    

 
Score    



                                           READING  I  MODULE 

17 
 

Practice 2: Diagnostic Reading Test 
 

Directions: Read the following selection at your normal speed; 
try to comprehend as much as you can in one 
reading. Time yourself carefully, and as soon as 
you finish the selection, record your time on the 
line  marked  TIME  after  the  last  line  of  the 
selection. Then go on to the Reading 
Comprehension Quiz that follows. 

 

In reading the selection, you will find that some of the 
hard words and phrases are defined in footnotes. If you already 
know the meaning of these words and phrases, do not take the 
time to read the footnotes. And if there are other words that are 
unfamiliar to you, do not stop to think about them, but continue 
your reading. Usually you will find that the rest of the sentence 
will make their general meaning clear to you. 

 

Remember: try to read at your usual rate, and read for 
understanding. 

 
Learning New Words 

 

The exact number of English words is not known and 
cannot be known. The large (“unabridged”) dictionaries have 
over half a million entries, but many of these are compound 
words (schoolroom, sugar bowl) or different derivatives of these 
same words (rare-rarely, rarefy, rarity), and a good many are 
absolute words to help us read older literature. Dictionaries do 
not attempt to cover completely many groups of words that we 
can draw on: the informal vocabulary, especially slang, 
localisms, the terms of various occupations and professions; 
words used only occasionally by scientists and specialists in 
many fields; foreign words borrowed for use in English; or 
many of the three thousand or more new words or senses of 
words that come into use every year and that may or may not be 
used long enough to warrant being included. It would be 
conservative to say that there are over a million English words 
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that any of us might meet in our listening and reading and that 
we may draw on in our speaking and writing. 

 

The individual’s vocabulary 
 

How many words an individual uses cannot be exactly 
measured either, but there are numerous estimates. Professor 
Seashore concluded that first-graders enter school with at least 
24.000 words and add 5.000 each year so that they leave high 
school with at least 80,000. These figures are for recognition 
vocabulary, the words we understand when we read or hear 
them. Our active vocabulary, the words we use in speaking and 
writing is considerably smaller. 

 

You cannot always produce a word exactly when you 
want it, as you probably know from the annoying experience of 
trying to remember the name of a casual acquaintance. But 
consciously using the words you recognize in reading will help 
get them into your active vocabulary. Occasionally in your 
reading pay particular attention to these words, especially when 
the subject is one that you might well write or talk about. 
Underline or make a list of words that you feel a need for and 
look up the less familiar one in a dictionary. And then before 
very long find a easy to use some of them. Once you know how 
they are pronounced and what they stand for, you can safely use 
them. 

 

Increasing vocabulary by learning new subjects 
 

“But my vocabulary is so small! Is a common complaint 
of students in composition courses and of other people who 
have some intention of writing? Or they say, “I know what I 
mean but I can’t put it into words.” If your vocabulary is small, 
that is  only the symptom and is  not the disease, for words 
cannot be considered apart from their meaning and usefulness. 
If you have a clear idea of what you want to say, you won’t 
have much trouble trying to find the words to express it. There 
are sense impressions, moods, and feelings-a variety of 
subjective  sensations-for  which  you  may  have  no  specific 
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words, but in most of your writing you are not discussing these. 
Not being able to “to find the words” usually means not being 
able to think out very clearly what you want to say. 

 

The words you already have are in the areas of your 
knowledge and your interest. Consequently, the most natural 
way to increase your stock of words is by learning something 
more, something new, perhaps from observation or conversation 
or from reading a magazine or a college textbook. You can’t 
take facts and ideas away with you unless they are in verbal 
form. The easiest way to extend your vocabulary is by acquiring 
groups of words from new experience. In learning to drive a car, 
you picked up a number of new words; you will learn several in 
visiting a printing plant or a radio station or some other new 
place   for   the   first   time.   New   words   come   from   every 
experience, from every job, every sport, every art, every book, 
from every field of thought and study. Consider the words that 
would be added to a person’s vocabulary from a newly acquired 
interest in mathematics, cooking, sailing, music, poetry, or 
economics. 

 

To make these new words your own, you must know 
what they stand for. Explain to someone what you have just 
learned, talk it over with somebody else who is interested in it, 
try to teach it to someone who knows nothing about it, or write 
about it. 

 

In college your stock of facts and ideas increases 
enormously, with a corresponding increase in vocabulary. As 
you come to understand what registrar, curriculum, schedule, 
major field, stand for you will find yourself using them easily 
and naturally, as well as colloquial and slang vocabulary of the 
campus (dorm, grad student, poly sci, math); you may take up a 
new sport or some other activity and acquire more words; and a 
new words to your vocabulary, some of them technical and of 
restricted use, many of them of more general application. 
Acquiring the vocabularies of biology or sociology or history is 
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an essential part of your courses; certainly you can’t go far with 
out the names of the facts and the ideas which are being treated. 

 

You should learn these accurately the first time you meet 
them; look at their spelling, pronounce them as you hear them 
in class or as a dictionary indicates, and study their exact 
meaning. Probably a good deal of students’ trouble in courses 
comes from only partly understanding the specialized words 
when they are first met. Once these words are understood, they 
should  be  used.  Many  of  them  will  be  needed  in  class 
discussion or examinations or term papers, but using them in 
talking over the course work or using them casually in 
conversation will help impress on your mind what they stand 
for and therefore make the words themselves come more easily. 
In this way you will acquire those thousands of words which the 
studies on vocabulary credit a college graduate. 

 

Time    
 
Reading comprehension quiz 

 

Direction: For each problem, put a check mark before the one 
choice (a, b, c or d) which correctly completes the 
sentence or answers the question. Do not look back 
at the reading selection in working these problems. 

 
1.  About how many entries contained in large (‘Cambridge’) 

English dictionary? 
(a) almost a quarter of a million 
(b) a third of a million 
(c) a half million 
(d) over a million 

 

2.  About how many words does the writer estimate here are in 
English dictionary? 

(a) A half million 
(b) three-quarters of a million 
© one million    (d) two million 



                                           READING  I  MODULE 

21 
 

3.  One’s recognition vocabulary is 
(a) the same thing as his active vocabulary 
(b) less often used than his active Vocabulary 
(c) usually smallest than his active vocabulary 
(d) much larger than his active vocabulary 

 

4.  This writer mentions Professor Seashone 
(a) methods of learning new words 
(b) estimate of how many words children I row 
(c) study of slang words and locations 
(d) count of the number of words in an unabridged 

dictionary 
 

5.  The write does NOT suggest increasing our vocabulary by 
(a) underlining useful words we find in our reading 
(b) using new words casually in our conversation 
(c) trying to teach someone else something we 

have just learned 
(d) devoting half an hour each day to the study of 

the dictionary 
 

6. The word schoolroom is used in the essay as an example of 
(a) a compound 
(b) an obsolete term 
(c) a derivative 
(d) a specialized term 

 

7. According to the writer, the easiest way to increase our stock 
of words is by 

(a) trying to write about our sense impressions and 
feelings 

(b) making a systematic study of the dictionary 
(c) acquiring groups of words from new 

experiences 
  (d) thinking out very clearly what we want to say 
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8. Why did the writer mention learning to drive a car? 
(a) To compare the good habits of driving with the 

good habits of vocabulary building. 
(b) As an example of an activity which becomes 

easier when we know the proper technical 
terms. 

(c) To show that it is as easy to learn new words as 
it is to drive a car. 

(d) A an example of an experience which causes us 
it is to pick up new words. 

 

9.  According to the writer, people who say they “can’t find the 
words” 

(a) usually aren’t able to think out very clearly what 
they want to say 

(b) simply haven’t learned how to use the 
dictionary properly 

(c) should develop more special interests in order to 
increase their vocabularies 

(d) generally have too small an active vocabulary 
for their needs 

 

10. Which of the following do the dictionaries attempt to cover 
most completely? 

(a) localisms 
(b) derivatives 

 
(c) slang 
(d) campus colloquialisms 

 
 
 

Score 
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B. WHAT CAN I EAT ? 

                                                       Word Origins "Breakfast" 
 

Do you know why eating in 
the morning time  in 
English is called 
"breakfast"? . At night, 
when we sleep, our bodies 
perform their duties and 

require energy, but in lower numbers than when we are awake. At 
the moment we wake up, our bodies do not immediately get back 
to work as normal after declining metabolism at night. It is very 
important to eat a healthy breakfast and practical. 
 This is why eating in the morning time  is called breakfast, 
break (open) fasting (fasting). It is important for us to eat a healthy 
breakfast, so the metabolism of body can return to a normal point 
so that our body feels fit and ready to face the day well. 
Breakfast And Diet 
 As mentioned previously, dieting does not mean ignoring 
the breakfast. Especially when we know how important breakfast 
is for our bodies. When we skip breakfast, that means we do not 
want our metabolism back to normal working level. Which also 
means you are missing a protein called "Lentin". 
"Lentin" is a protein whose function is to keep the body can work 
effectively so that they can help us lose weight  
I. Questions 

1. Why does eating in the morning time  in English is called   
     "breakfast"? 
2. What is Lentin? 
3. What is the connection between breakfast and diet ? 
4. Give the reason, why is it important for us to have    
     breakfast? 

http://www.kecantikankecantikan.com/pentingnya-menu-sarapan-pagi-yang-sehat-dan-praktis/�
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II. Vocabulary 
 
1. .hazard      
______ (a) a danger    
______ (b) a storm     
______ (c) a battle     
______ (d) a fire 
 
2. function 
______ (a) a begin     
______ (b) a utility     
______ (c) a idle     
______ (d) a move 
 
3. important , except 
____(a) a vital    
____(b) a secondary     
____(c) a essential     
____(d) a dominant 
 
4. miss 
____(a) a exist    
____ (b) a present     
____ (c) a astray     
____(d) attend 
 
5. ignore, except 
___(a) omit    
___(b) acknowledge     
___(c) neglect     

______ (d) .disregard 
 
6. healthy 
______ (a) a.lusty    
______ (b) an ill      
______ (c) a sick     
______ (d) a fragile 
 
7. require, except 
______ (a) a depend on    
______ (b) a desire     
______ (c) appeal     
______ (d) a.dislike 
 
8. return 
______ (a) a.convey    
______ (b) a depart     
______ (c) a keep     
______ (d) a pay 
 
9. perform, except 
______ (a) a achieve    
______ (b) a accomplish     
______ (c) a.give up.     
______ (d) an act 
 
10. effective 
______ (a) a dormant,    
______ (b) an efficient      
______ (c) An inert     
______ (d) a lazy 

http://thesaurus.com/browse/dormant
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11. previous, except 
____(a) before    
____(b) a former     
____(c) a precedent     
____(d) a current 
 
12. lose 
____(a) a.rid    
____(b) a confront     
____ (c) a succed     
____(d) a meet 
 
13. skip, except 
___ (a) a bounce    
___(b) a.seek 

     
___(c) a avoid     
___(d) a jump over 
 
14.immediately, except 
____(a) soon    
____(b) later      
____ (c) at once     
____(d) a paramount 
 
15. decline 
______ (a) a.refuse    
______ (b) a accept     
______ (c) say yes     
______ (d) approve

                 
 
Word of Food 
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 Understanding an English menu depends not only on 
knowledge of particular dishes, but also on familiarity 
with cooking techniques. The key to these ways of preparing food 
is the cooker itself. Contrary to many students expectations, the 
cooker is not the person who prepares the food - that is the cook - 
but the machine used to supply heat. 
 Most cookers have four hot-plates, usually situated on 
the top surface. Other names for hot-plates are gas or electric 
rings. These are used for boiling, steaming, poaching, frying and 
for making chips. Below the hot-plates, you normally find 
the grill which delivers heat from above. 
 Grilled bacon and toasted bread are commonly eaten 
for breakfast in Britain. Below the grill, is a chamber called 
the oven which is used for roasting and baking. A roast 
potato is peeled and cooked in oil, while a baked potato remains in 
its jacket. 
 Some words on the menu assume more than one process. 
For example, a mashed potato is created first by boiling and then 
by mashing - crushing the boiled potato with a fork. Butter is 
usually added to give the final product a smoother texture. 
 
Answer the Questions 

1.  Should the government  make it more expensive for farmers to   
 Use pesticides and more profitable for them to grow organic     
  food."? 
 

2..Which age-group in your country eats most fast and   
     convenience food? 

 
 3.  What could be done to encourage these people to eat more 

fresh food? 
4. Should the law limit the number of fast food restaurants in our 

towns? 
 
5. Should suppliers be permitted to irradiate fruit and vegetables 



                                           READING  I  MODULE 

27 
 

to make them stay greener for longer on the shop shelves? 
 
6. Do you think you can get all the nourishment you need from a 

vegetarian diet? Would you be happy to eat a vegetarian diet 
for a week? 

 
7. The Hay diet encourages you to separate protein from 

carbohydrate, while the Chinese "Ying & Yang" diet 
encourages balanced eating. 

 
8. Can you describe any special diets which are followed in your 

country? 
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Breakfast      Menu 
      which one do you like for     
             your breakfast menu ?  
                give your reason ! 
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Lesson 2 
 

Word Comprehension 
 
Exercise 1: Directions: Each problem consists of a “test word” 

followed by four possible meanings. Underline the 
word that means most nearly the same as the “test 
word”. 

Example: 
shut = watch  close  sleep need 

 
Speak 
Chair 
Begin 
Near 
receive 
Remain 
Permit 
Fight 
Desire 
little 
answer 
simple 
large 
amusing 
labor 
strike 
attempt 
people 
perhaps  
sick 
ship  
obtain  
quick  
finish 
 
 
point paper  
feel pretty  
cry  

stay 
smile 
labor 
open 
small 
reply 
ready 
yellow 
funny  
trip  
wait 
destroy 
garden 
always 
full  
mile 
get 
modern 
guess 

Talk  
Truth 
Leave 
small  
Get 
laugh  
open  
ship 
 want 
brave 
return 
short 
round 
straight 
work  
trust 
Mention 
Method 
maybe 
true 
 price  
turn 
safe 
complete 

Hope  
Hill  
Start  
real 
wonder 
watch 
allow 
plant 
marry 
same 
touch 
easy 
big  
proper 
strength 
fear 
try  
papers 
truly 
different 
boat 
 hang 
fast 
grow 

See  
Seat 
Continue 
close  
mean  
trade  
move  
battle 
paint 
late  
save 
daily 
middle 
real 
letter  
hit 
die folks 
therefore 
ill 
world 
enter 
fresh 
divide 
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lift 
beneath 
several 
centre 
request 
sufficient 
certainly 
discover 
lad 
enjoy 
occur 
aid 
recall 
road 
hurry 
single 
noise 
silent 
imagine 
village 
entire 
liberty 
observe 
command 
correct 
purchase 

raise 
within 
nice 
middle 
wave 
possible 
usually 
refuse 
meat 
like 
reach 
help 
trade 
shop 
seek 
thin 
sound 
valuable 
tie 
weather 
young 
freedom 
promise 
catch 
same 
step 

practice 
under 
narrow 
peace 
ask 
tall 
very 
sail 
roof 
offer 
happen 
pain 
understand 
trouble 
taste 
one 
maid 
warm 
suppose 
voice 
whole 
mistake 
pull 
order 
long 
buy 

smile 
around 
proud 
school 
ride 
broken 
surely 
travel 
boy 
remove 
gather 
race 
throw 
street 
rush 
wide 
company 
still 
wait 
group 
open 
family 
watch 
burn 
right 
listen 

meet 
beside 
some 
path 
care 
enough 
suddenly 
find 
harm 
surprise 
thank 
value 
remember 
view 
wash 
rich 
poem 
human 
obey 
town 
proper 
method 
turn 
treat 
quiet 
dream

 
Exercise 2: Same or Opposite 
 
Directions:  In  each  problem  there  are  two  words  whose meanings are 

either approximately the same or approximately the opposite. If 
the two words have about the same meaning, underline the letter 
S. If they have opposite meanings, underline the letter O. 
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Example:  
stop 
 
speak 

go 
 
talk 

S 
 

S 

O (they mean the opposite) 
 

O (they mean the same) 
 

Work as rapidly and as accurately as you can. 
1.  dirty clean S O 
2.  journey trip   
3.  late early   
4.  rough smooth   
5.  hurt injure   
6.  narrow wide   
7.  gift present   
8.  find loose   
9.  never always   
10. joy happiness   
11. certain sure   
12. distant near   
13. dine eat   
14. sell buy   
15. war peace   
16. work rest   
17. tale story   
18. succeed fail   
19. cease stop   
20. difficult easy   
21. enjoy like   
22. future past   
23. dangerous safe   
24. almost nearly   
25. glad happy   
26. few many   
27. long short   
28. full empty   
29. ready prepared   
30. same different   
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31. public         private 
32. calm quiet 
33. much little 
34. consent agree 
35. dry wet 
36. cheap expensive 
37. forget remember 
38. choose select 
39. friend enemy 
40. huge large 
41. enter leave 
42. top bottom 
43. strong weak 
44. sorrow joy 
45. completely entirely 
46. rich poor 
47. terrible awful 
48. low high 
49. true false 
50. depart leave 
51. drop lift 
52. night day 
53. employ hire 
54. tall short 
55. ugly beautiful 
56. alive dead 
57. funny amusing 
58. under over 
59. locate find 
60. awake sleep
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Exercise 3: Increasing Your Sentence-Comprehension Speed. 
 

The previous exercises were designed to give you practice 
in the rapid comprehension of isolated words. In the following 
exercises you will be given kind of exercise to increase your speed 
at comprehending full sentences. 

In  these  exercises  you  should  try  to  read  the  sentences 
rapidly for their general meaning only. Do not attempt to consider 
each word by itself, for this bad reading habit will quickly affect 
both your speed and your comprehension. 
Directions: Each problem consists of a sentence with a word 
missing. You are then given four words, only one of which will 
complete the sentence in logical way. Decide which word should be 
used in the sentence and draw a line under it. 

 
Example: 

 
You can trust Hendry to take good care of your money for 
he is very… 
a. angry b. honest  c. evil d. distant 

 
 
 
All the words in this exercise are easy ones. The object is to see 
how fast you can read the sentences and still understand what you 
are reading. Therefore, as rapidly and as accurately as you can. 

 
 
1. After writing a letter, Paul found that he couldn’t mail it because 

he had no … 
 

a. paper b. friends c. stamps d. paint 
 

2. If the coffee isn’t sweet enough, I‘ll bring you some… 
 

a. sugar b. salt c. butter d. cream 
 

3.There was so much noise that Betty couldn’t hear 
the man’s angry….  a. shout      b. wave c. cheer     

 d. glance  
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4. None of the stores had the kind of shoes I wanted, so I didn’t … 
any 

 

a. sell b. return c. buy d. save 
 

5. You can’t lock the door if you don’t have a …. 
 

a. map b. key c. cheek d. sheet 
 

6. If you want me to cut this rope, you’ll have to give me a …. 
a. nail b. pole c. knife d. brush 

7. It is too dark to read here without a …. 
 

a. light b. pen c. book d. desk 
 

8. I thought we still had some milk, but the bottle is …. 
 

a. level b. bare c. cold d. empty 
 

9. Mary wanted to go to New York by herself, but her father and 
mother wouldn’t give her their …. 

 

a. control b. example c. consent d. limit 
 

10. I was surprised to meet Martha’s husband, for I hadn’t known 
that she was …. 

 

a. busy b. married d. angry d. single 
 

11. If these shoes are too big, ask the clerk to bring you a smaller 
…. 

 

a. copy b. pair c. set d. amount 
 

12. When George won the race, he received a silver cup as his …. 
a. fare b. debt c. prize d. charge 

13. Clara wanted to buy a coat, but it cost more than she could …. 
a. assume b. afford c. arouse d. adopt 

14. My father’s youngest brother is my favorite …. 
 

a. uncle b. parent c. aunt d. cousin 
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15. I had hoped that Hendry would answer my question, but he 
remained …. 

 

a. ready b. certain c. willing d. silent 
 

16. It was easy to find seats in the train because there were so few 
…. 

 

a. tracks b. stations c. passengers  d. tickets 
 

17. The show should have started an hour ago; I don’t know what 
could have caused the …. 

 

a. alarm b. delay c. statement d. custom 
 

18. I sometimes take John’s coat instead of my own, because the 
two of them look so …. 

 

a. original b. similar c. comfortable d. curious 
 

19. Robert must have liked the pie, because he asked for another …. 

a. piece b. edge c. length d. load 

20. Paul likes ships and the sea so much that he decided to become 
a …. 

 

a. servant  b. soldier c. Secretary d. tailor 
 

21. No one could look in our windows if you would close the …. 

a. locks b. handles c. boxes d. curtains 

22. The box was too heavy for the old woman to …. 
a. watch b. lift c. reach d. touch 

23. I know it must be nearly dinner time because I’m getting very 
…. 

 

a. patient b. secure c. hungry d. sorry 
 

24. I should finish the book tonight, for I’ve read all but the last …. 
a. copy b. title c. measure d. chapter 
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25. George had difficulty swimming across the lake, but he finally 
succeeded on his fourth …. 

 

a. attempt b. process c. display d. instance 
 

26. Arthur was so badly hurt in the accident that they had to rush 
him to a …. 

 

a. library b. hospital c. factory d. theater 
 

27. Since they had very little money to buy food, the family often 
had to go without…. 

 

a. exercise b. notice c. relief d. supper 
 

28. Mary bated the farm so much that her father come to take her 
back to the city, she felt very …. 

 

a. happy b. welcome c. angry d. sorry 
 

29.  I know that George Washington dead in  1799, but  I don’t 
remember the year of his …. 

 

a. death b. life c. birth d. age 
 

30. Last week’s meeting was so long that they have promised that 
this one will be very …. 

 

a. complete b. brief c. fair d. narrow 
 

31. The bird couldn’t fly because one of its wing was …. 
a. perfect   b. steady c. active d. broken 

32. I’m sure Mrs. Smith would help you if she weren’t so …. 
a. patient b. steady c. willing d. busy 

33.  You  can’t  always  believe  everything  Charles  says,  for  he 
doesn’t always tell the …. 

 

a. reason b. truth c. story d. time 
 

34. Let Peter carry those heavy baskets; he is very …. 
a. weak b. tired c. strong d. direct 
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35. Dr. Brawn can see you in half an hour if you care to …. 

a. peak b. wait c. hear d. leave 

36. All these pictures are so beautiful that I don’t know which one 
to …. 

 

a. loose b. need c. choose d. like 
 

37. I thought the children would be sleeping when we returned 
home, but they still …. 

 

a. awake b. quiet c. friendly d. apart 
 

38. Potatoes seem to be Carl’s favorite …. 
 

a. fruit b. flower c. vegetable d. grain 
 

39.  It  is  rather  cold  again  today,  but  tomorrow we  expect  the 
temperature to …. 

 

a. settle b. grow c. rise d. hold 
 

40. Unless you have a good map, our village is very difficult to …. 

a. accept b. locate c. preserve d. equal 

41. I know I have seen that man before, I can’t …. Where. 
a. assume  b. wonder c. recognize d. recall 

42. It will be easier to get across the river when they built the new 
…. 

 

a. church b. bridge c. coast d. beach 
 

43. If you still don’t know what to do, I suggest you ask Paul’s …. 
a. example b. knowledge c. benefit d. advise 

44. I don’t know what happened at the meeting because I wasn’t 
able to …. 

 

a. decline  b. apply c. depart d. attend 
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45. I want to go to the library, but I’m afraid I’m not walking in 
the right …. 

 

a. distance b. circumstance c. attitude d. direction 
 

46. I want to learn more about American political systems,but 
I don’t know where to get the …. 

 

a. situation b. information  c. conversation d. association 
 

47. Mrs. Wilson found that she couldn’t do all the work in 
the house by herself, so she hired a …. 

 

a. guide b. clerk c. maid d. chief 
 

48. In this hot weather the ice will soon …. 
 

a. spoil b. melt c. bake d. fail 
 

49. It must have rained last night, for the grass is still ….  
      a. warm b. weak c. wet d. worn 

50. We had hoped that Robert would agree to help us, but he     
     Has ….to. 

 

a. desired  b. promised c. refused d. intended 
 
 
 

Time    
 

Score   
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LESSON 3 
Reading Sentences for General Meaning 

 
Directions: In this exercise you are given 30 statements of the 

kind that might appear in reviews a new book. Put a 
check mark before each statement tat suggests that the 
reviewer approves of the book. Put a cross before 
each statement that seems to show that the reviewer 
doesn’t approve of the book. 

Examples: 
 

I would not hesitate to recommend Professor Baker’s 
latest book to anyone who has even the slightest interest 
in this subject. 

 
There is a little in Professor Baker’s latest book is new, 
and there is much that recent scientific studies have 
shown to be untrue. 

 
Work as rapidly as you can. 

 
 
1. It is difficult to see how anyone could find Professor’s 

Baker’s latest book anything but completely satisfying. 
 

2.            On page after page of Professor Baker’s book I found 
statements which my own experience in this field would 
certainly lead me to question. 

 

3.            Although I have the highest personal regard for Professor 
Baker, I must confess that I find few major pints in this 
book upon which he and I agree. 

 

4.            I regret that the high price of Professor Baker’s latest book 
will prevent a work of such great merit from being as 
widely read as it surely deserves to be. 
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5. 
 
 
 
6. 

 
 
 
7. 

 
 
 
 
 
8. 

 
 
 
 
 
9. 

 
 
 
 
 
10. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
11. 

 
 
 
 
 
12. 

 
 
 
13. 

In spite of Professor Baker’s excellent reputation in his 
field, I find it impossible to support the position which he 
takes in this, his most recent book. 

 

Professor Baker states in the introduction to his latest 
book that it was four years in preparation; one wonders; 
then, why he didn’t check his facts with greater care. 

 

I had supposed that no one would ever produce a book on 
this subject with which I would find myself in complete 
agreement; but Professor Baker is now done the 
impossible. 

 

Since Professor Baker gathered the material for his latest 
book, a wealth of a new evidence has been found which 
clearly shows how unsound are the judgments that he 
makes. 

 

After reading and rereading the Professor Baker’s book 
with the greatest care, I simply cannot understand why 
some reviewers have found fault with the position which 
this distinguished teacher has taken. 

 

After reading Professor Baker’s latest book, I can only 
conclude that he was compelled by circumstances 
beyond his control to produce the work in such great 
haste  as  to  be  unable  to  check  his  facts  in  the 
customary way. 

 

Professor Baker always express himself in a 
delightfully amusing manner; yet even his clever style 
cannot conceal his lack of real understanding of the 
difficult subject on which he writes. 

 

I should be very much surprised, indeed, if Professor 
Baker’s newest book didn’t soon become the standard 
work in his field, a position which is so richly deserves. 

 

It will be a great pity if Professor Baker’s new book is 
read only by the experts in his field, for a writer of such 
high standards surely deserves a much wider audience. 
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14. 
 
 
 
 
 
15. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
16. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
17. 

 
 
 
 
 
18. 

 
 
 
 
 
19. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
20. 

It is hard to see how any intelligent reader could fail to 
be completely satisfied with Professor Baker’s 
reasoning or with the conclusions he reaches in his 
latest book. 

 

One cannot quarrel with the nature of the evidence 
which Professor Baker offers in his latest book; but at 
the same time one cannot honestly accept the 
conclusions which he reaches on the basis of this 
evidence. 

 

It is curious how a writer who as once so careful with 
his facts and sound in his judgments could, as in the 
case of Professor Baker and his latest book, suddenly 
abandon his  usual high standards and produce a work 
of such slight merit. 

 

Although Professor Baker’s most recent book contains 
fewer than 200 pages, I find it impossible to imagine 
how a better introduction to the subject could ever be 
produced. 

 

One cannot help expressing regret that more writers in 
this difficult field do not have Professor Baker’s gift of 
clear expression combined with his soundness of 
judgment. 

 

In such a difficult field it is not often that one 
encounters a general treatment that is both sound in its 
theory and entertaining in its style; but Professor 
Baker’s most recent book is one to which the above 
description can quite justly be applied. 

 

Of Professor Baker’s latest book I can say only that his 
and my views remain worlds apart, and though I yield 
to no one in my admiration for his smooth-flowing 
literary style, my opinions of what he has to say quite 
another matter. 
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21. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
22. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
23. 

 
 
 
 
 
24. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
25. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
26. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
27. 

Other reviewers, I find, have had some very unkind 
things to say about this, professor Baker’s most recent 
book; for my own part, I really cannot imagine how 
this little volume could be improved upon in any 
substantial way. 

 

Professor Baker’s publisher has stated that this new 
book will soon take the place of all the old standard 
works in this field; in view, however, of both the style 
and the content of Professor Baker’s Book, I find this 
claim most difficult to accept. 

 

In today’s world it becomes increasingly essential for 
all men to acquire some knowledge and understanding 
of science; but to such understanding the latest book of 
Professor Baker will, alas, contribute very little. 

 

No one in this field can read Professor Baker’s latest 
book without feeling the deepest regret over the early 
death of scientist whose ability as a writer is no less 
remarkable than his well-known skill in the university 
classroom. 

 

There is certainly a great need in this field for a short, 
general survey which combines sound scientific theory 
with good literary style; but, though no one could find 
fault with Professor Baker’s style, the theory which he 
advances in this, his most recent book, leaves a great 
deal to be desired. 

 

It is the policy of this journal to allow its reviewers no 
more  than  four  hundred  words  to  discuss  any  new 
book; but for me to do justice to a work such high 
quality  as  Professor  Baker’s  latest  volume  would 
require a review fully ten times that length. 

 

In my previous review of the books in this difficult 
field, I expressed the opinion that no satisfactory 
treatment of the subject had ever been published; and 
after reading Professor Baker’s latest attempt in the 
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28. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
29. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
30. 

same area, I am compelled to report that the situation 
remains unchanged. 

 

I shall review two books published recently in this field, 
beginning with that by Professor Baker, which, though 
very much the smaller of the two, seems to me to 
present by far the better treatment, and indeed, to 
provide  the  beginning  student  with  an  ideal 
introduction to this difficult subject. 

 

When I first opened the package containing the copy of 
Professor Baker’s latest book and read its title, I must 
admit I felt a sudden sinking of the heart; yet once I 
had gathered courage to begin my reading, I found the 
work so far beyond my widest hopes that I actually 
missed supper rather than put the volume down 
unfinished. 

 

In his latest book Professor Baker has endeavored to 
present the beginning student with a popular 
introduction to his subject, and although I am certainly 
in full sympathy with his purpose, I must in all honesty 
report that here, as in so many popular treatments in the 
field of science, the efforts to give a simple yet true 
picture of a difficult subject have proved to be far 
beyond the capacity of the writer. 

 
 

Time    
 

Score    
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Inspector Reed 
 

Inspector Reed sat in his office, studying the reports on 
the three people who might have stolen the colonel’s collection 
of rare coins. 

 

First, there was Barnes, the man who looked after the 
colonel’s property. He had been cheating the colonel for years 
and besides he was badly in debt. Almost certainly he had a set 
of keys to the house. 

 

Next, there was the maid. She seemed honest enough 
herself, but the inspector had discovered that she was in love 
with the man who had spent many years in jail. Perhaps she had 
let him into the house the night the colonel had been robbed. 

 

Finally there was the colonel’s own son. He had been in 
trouble even when he was at university. He too was in debt. 
Besides he could have entered the library, where the collection 
was kept, at any time. The inspector decided that he must 
question him again more carefully. 

 

Just then there was a knock at the door and the Sergeant 
Smith burst in. 

 

“Sir,” he announced dramatically, “the girl has admitted 
everything!” 

 
 
A. Choose a, b, c, or d. 

 

1. The colonel had been robbed of 
a. jewelry b. money 
c. stamps d. papers 

 

2. Barnes was the colonel’s ….. 
a. driver b. guard 
c. gardener d. manager 
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3. Barnes ….. 
a. owed money b. Was sick 
c. was dying d. was badly paid 

 

4. The maid loved a man who had ….. 
a. spent her money b. spent all of his money 
c. been abroad d. been in prison 

 

5. The maid may have ….. 
a. stolen the keys b. spent all the money 
c. opened the door d. forgotten to close the door 

 

6. At the university the colonel’s son had …. 
a. been difficult b. been ill 
c. needed money d. done something wrong. 

 

7. The colonel’s son could go to the library when he ….. a. liked b. 
needed books 
c. was free c. had the time 

 

8. Sergeant Smith entered ….. 
a. in a bad temper b. almost falling down 
c. in a great hurry d. breaking down the door 

 

9. Sergeant Smith spoke like ….. 
a. a policeman b. an actor 
c. a teacher c. a drunken man 

 

10. The thief was the colonel’s ….. 
a. son b. agent 
c. maid d. wife 

 
 
 
B. Give more details in connection with each of the following 

statement. 
 

1. There had been a robbery. 
 

2. The inspector was busy. 
 

3. Some people were suspected in connection with the robbery. 
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4. Barnes worked for the colonel. 
 

5. Barnes was not honest. 
 

6. The maid was in love. 
 

7. The colonel’s son was in trouble. 
 

8. The sergeant came into the inspector’s office. 
 
 
 
 
 
C. Say whether the following statements are true or false. If 

they are false, give the correct statement. 
 

1. The three suspects were in the inspector’s office. 
 

2. Barnes owed money. 
 

3. The maid had been in prison. 
 

4. The inspector suspected the colonel’s son more than others. 
 

5. The colonel’s son stole the collection of rare coins. 

D. Reproduce the story briefly in your own words
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                         Lesson 4 
Reading Strategies and Skills 

 
This course will give you the opportunity to develop and 

practice reading strategies and skills which can be applied to all 
forms of academic study. The strategies and skills you will practice 
are as follows: 

 

1.  Previewing  and Predicting 
2.  Skimming 
3.  Scanning 
4.  Guessing unknown words 
5.  Understanding main ideas 
6.  Inferring 
7.  Understanding text organization 
8.  Restatement 
9.  Multiple Choice Strategies 
10. Assessing a writer’s purpose 

 
  

1. Previewing and Predicting 
 

Previewing and prediction are two basic reading skills that we 
use to guess or predict how a passage will develop. 

 

We anticipate before we read a passage, we predict after the 
passage begins. 

 

Previewing: Before we read the passage, we expect to find 
certain things in it. These may be answers to 
certain questions in our minds about the subject 
or ideas that interest us. Our anticipation of what 
is in the passage is therefore related to our own 
personal background knowledge on the subject. 
A passage becomes much easier to read when we 
already have some ideas on the subject or look 
forward to reading it. But when we are faced 
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with a passage that we have no idea about, then 
even understanding the main points becomes 
difficult. Reading widely and increasing our 
knowledge would be the obvious solution to 
improving this important skill of anticipation. 

 

Prediction:   When we are reading we are continuously making 
predictions or guesses about what will come next 
in a passage and as we continue to read the 
passage  we  find  that  these  guesses  are  either 
right or wrong. After a passage begins, we find 
“clues” that  help  us  predict  what  is  going to 
come next. These clues may be in the meaning or 
in the grammatical structure of a sentence or its 
vocabulary. The skill of prediction, like 
anticipation, makes it easier to understand the 
sentences that follow and is therefore an essential 
skill  in  dealing  with  the  Reading 
Comprehension. We can practice this skill by 
looking at sentences and trying to predict what 
will come next. 

 

Before you read a text in detail, it is possible to predict 
what information you may find in it. You will probably have 
some knowledge of the subject already. And you can use this 
knowledge to help you anticipate what a reading text contains. 

 

After looking at the title, for example, you can ask 
yourself what you know and do not know about the subject 
before you read the text. Or you can formulate questions that 
you would like to have answered by reading the text. These 
exercises will help you focus more effectively on the ideas in a 
text when you actually start reading. 

 

To help you predict, you may also use skimming and 
scanning strategies as described below. 
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2. Skimming 
 

Skimming involves reading quickly through a text to get 
an overall idea of its contents. Features of the text that can help 
you include the following: 

 

(a) Title 
(b) Sub-title(s) 
(c) Details about the author 
(d) Abstract 
(e) Introductory paragraph 
(f) First, second and last sentences of following paragraphs 
(g) Concluding paragraph. 

 

A text may not contain all of these features – there may 
be no abstract, for example, and no sub-titles – but you can 
usually expect to find at least (a), (e), (f) and (g). Focusing on 
these will give you an understanding of the overall idea or gist 
of the text you are reading – in other words, a general 
understanding as opposed to a detailed reading. Another term 
for this kind of reading is surveying. 

 

Surveying can be described as looking quickly through a 
book, chapter of a book, article from a journal, etc., to decide 
whether or not it is suitable for your purpose. 

 

To decide whether or not a text is suitable, especially if 
it  is  a  book,  you  will  also  need  to  focus on  the  following 
features in addition to those mentioned above: 

 

(a) Edition and date of publication 
(b) Table of contents 
(c) Foreword 
(d) Introduction 
(e) Index. 

 

When  we  are  skimming,  we  go  through  a  passage 
quickly jumping over parts of it, in order to get a general idea of 
what it is about. 
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When you are skimming, move your eyes quickly over 
the text or passages and ask yourself, “What is this passage 
about?”  Look  at  the  important  part  of  the  passage:  the 
beginning, the end, the title and the first sentence in each 
paragraph (if there is more than one), which usually contains the 
main idea. 

 
 
3. Scanning 

 

When you scan a text, again you look quickly through it. 
However, unlike skimming, scanning involves looking for 
specific Words, phrases and items of information as quickly as 
possible. In other words, scanning involves rapid reading for the 
specific rather than the general; for particular details rather than 
the overall idea. 

 

When you read a text, for example, you may want to 
find only a percentage figure or the dates of particular historical 
events instead of the main ideas. Scanning will help you find 
such information more efficiently. 

 

When we are scanning, we look through a text quickly 
in order to find a specific piece of information. 

 

When you are scanning, move your eyes quickly over 
the passage until you find the specific piece of information, a 
date, a figure, a name that you need. It is not necessary to read 
the whole passage carefully. 

 
 

4. Guessing Unknown Words 
 

It is unlikely that you will understand 100 percent of the 
vocabulary in a text, especially at a first reading. Use first the 
context and then your own knowledge of the subject to help you 
guess die meaning of unknown words. At your first reading of a 
text it is usually best not to stop and consult your dictionary. 
This will interrupt your process of reading and understanding. 
Often the meaning of unfamiliar words and phrases becomes 
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dear as you continue to read through the text. The dictionary 
can be used at a later stage. 

 

In using the context to help you guess unknown 
vocabulary, you can refer first to the immediate context and 
then to the wider context in which a word is found. The 
immediate context is the sentence in which a word is found, and 
sometimes the sentences immediately before and after this. The 
wider context can include other sentences and even other 
paragraphs in a text. Both forms of context can often provide 
important information which will help you guess the meaning of 
unfamiliar words. 

 
 
 
5. Understanding Main Ideas 

 

You will practice recognizing the main ideas contained 
within a text. In the process of skimming you will already have 
identified some of these main ideas. During a second and third 
reading you can recognize and understand them more fully. 
Each paragraph will usually contain one main idea, sometimes 
referred to as the paragraph topic. 

 

The reading materials provide several exercises which 
help you identify and understand the main ideas in a text. 
Knowing the key points in a reading text is vital in assessing its 
importance and relevance for your needs. Understanding the 
main ideas will also lead you to an understanding of a writer’s 
organization (see Section 8 below). 

 
 
 

Looking for the Main Idea 
 

When reading it is important to look at the organization 
of the passage. Each paragraph is organized in such a way that it 
has a main idea, which is often contained in the first sentence of 
a paragraph. The rest of the paragraph supports and develops 
this main area. 
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Main ideas 
 

Supporting idea 
 
Supporting idea 

 
 
 
Main idea 

 
 
Supporting idea 

 
Supporting idea 

 
 
Xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx 
xxxxxxxxxxx,xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx 
xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx.xxxxx 
xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx 
xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx 
xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx.xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx 
xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx.xxx 
xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx 
xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx 
 
Xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx 
xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx,xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx 
xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx.xxx 
xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx.xxx 
xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx.xxxxxxxxxxxx 
xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxmxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx 
xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx,xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx 
x.xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx. 

 
Sentences which usually contain the main idea are called 

topic sentences. It is a help to be able to recognize the indicators 
which show the function of the other sentences that develop the 
topic sentence. Some indicators are: 

For example, …………… 
An example/illustration/instance of this ………………… 
Thus/so/consequently/as a result, ………………………… 
One result of this is …………………………….. 
In addition/furthermore/moreover/also ……………… 
The reason for this is that ……………………… 
This is because …………………………………. 
Because of …………………………. 
Due to/owning to ………………………………. 

 
General and Specific Statements 

 

In  order  to  find  the  main  idea  of  a  passage,  it  is 
important to distinguish the specific, the particular, statements 
from the general statements. For example: 
(general) Life has evolved on earth for millions or years. 
(specific)  It is believed by some scientists that birds evolved 
from dinosaurs. 
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The first, general statement refers to the evolution of every kind 
of life and the period of time given is very open. The second, 
particular statement refers to a belief of a particular group of 
people (some scientists) about particular form of life (birds) 
evolving from another particular form of life (dinosaurs). 

 
 
 
6. Inferring 

 

Sometimes a writer will suggest or express something 
indirectly  in  a  text.  In  other  words,  a  writer  will  imply 
something and leave it to the reader to infer or understand what 
is meant. When writers do this, they rely to some extent on the 
knowledge of their readers – knowledge of a subject or cultural 
knowledge, for example. Inferring a writer’s meaning is 
sometimes important in the process of understanding a reading 
text. 

 

a.  Making Inference 
 

Some of the questions deal with what can be inferred from 
the passage; what is not directly stated there but is 
understood. A good reader is able to understand the 
inference, to see what is implied. 

 

Certain strategies can be used to try to determine what can 
be inferred from the passage. The most obvious help we get 
is from the context, the whole group of sentences, which can 
guide us toward the answer. 

 
b.  Making Reference 

 

You may also get questions on reference. These questions 
can take certain words from the passage (such as; this, that, 
it, him, her, them, the problem, the question, etc.) and ask 
you what they refer to. 

 

The reference could be to something which has already been 
mentioned or to something which is going to be mentioned. 



                                           READING  I  MODULE 

55 
 

Understanding Text Organization 
 

Writers structure, or organize, their writing in many 
different ways. Recognizing the way in which a text has been 
organized will help you understand its meaning more fully. A 
writer may want, for example, to outline a situation, discuss a 
problem and propose a solution. This will usually result in a 
particular pattern of organization. Or a writer may want to 
compare and contrast two ideas and will choose one of two 
basic structures commonly used to compare and contrast. 

 

Another feature related to organization is a writer’s use 
of time. To give an account of events or describe a process, 
writers will often use a chronological order, in which events are 
recounted  in  the  order  in  which  they  have  occurred.  Other 
writers will choose to organize an account of events in different 
ways, perhaps with repeated contrasts between past and present 
time. 

 

 
 
8. Restatement 

 

Putting it in other words; To understand questions, you must 
be able to identify restated information or put into other words 
information given in the passage. 

 
 
 
9. Multiple Choice Strategies 

 

Developing Successful Multiple Choice Strategies; some 
questions are in a multiple choice format. They all follow the 
same principle, the same idea, that there is one stem (a question 
or a statement or an incomplete statement) and four “answers,” 
only one of which is correct. 

 

Of the four answers, often one is “nearly” correct. In 
other words, it can distract you that it can draw your attention 
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away from the correct answer, more easily than the other two 
incorrect answers. 

 

What can incorrect answers have in  common? Often 
they can contain words from the passage or the stem which have 
been mixed up. Or they can contain certain ideas from the 
passage which have been wrongly put together. 

 

The “nearly correct” answer can be very close to being 
correct, but it fails for any of a number of reasons: (a) it may be 
too general or too vague, (b) it may be true of the passage but 
slightly irrelevant to the stem or question, and (c) it may be true 
but not according to the context of the passage. 

 
 
 
10. Assessing a Writer’s Purpose 

 
Once you understand the organization of a text, you can 

then recognize the writer’s purpose more dearly. The text 
organization a writer selects will partly depend upon his or her 
particular purpose. A writer may want to inform or persuade, 
and he or she will select a structure or pattern of organization 
according to this purpose. 

 

A writer may also intend to do both of these things in a 
written text – to inform as well as persuade. In such cases it is 
often helpful to try to assess which of these purposes seems to 
be more important or dominant. 
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                                          UNIT   4      

Previewing and Predicting  
  
Previewing and prediction are two basic reading skills that 

we use to guess or predict how a passage will develop. We 

anticipate before we read a passage, we predict after the 

passage begins. 

 

A. Previewing 
Before we read the passage, we expect to find certain 

things in it. These may be answers to certain questions 

in our minds about the subject or ideas that interest us. 

Our anticipation of what is in the passage is therefore 

related to our own personal background knowledge on 

the subject. A passage becomes much easier to read 

when we already have some ideas on the subject or 

look forward to reading it. But when we are faced 

with a passage that we have no idea about, then even 

understanding the main points becomes difficult. 

Reading widely and increasing our knowledge would be 

the obvious solution to improving this important skill of 

anticipation. 

 

 

 

Example  

Before you start on a trip:you usually look at a map. It 

helps you plan your way. Then you know what to expect 

as you travel. This is a good idea in reading.  too. Look 
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before you read. Then  it is much  easier to 

understand.That  is what  you do when  you PREVIEW. 

 

 

Read this passage. 

 

The first time you try it, ask someone to help you. 

You may fall if no one holds you up. It is a good idea to 

start on the sidewalk. The street  may be dangerous. 

After you start, do not stop. Try to go faster.  That will 

help you to stay  up. Remember, even little children  

can  do this. And once you learn  how,  you will never 

forget! 

 

What is this passage about?   ----------

----- 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

If you cannot tell. look at the picture on the next  page. 
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Pictures help  you  understand. Before you  
read,  always look at the pictures! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

How to preview a short passage: 
1.  Read  the  title. 
2.  Look at the  pictures (if there  are  any). 
3.  Read  the  first  few sentences in the  first  paragraph. 
4.  Read  the  first  line of the  other  paragraphs. 
5.  Read  the  last  sentence of the  last  paragraph. 
6.  Watch for names, dates, and  numbers. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Read  the  passage on  the  next  page.  It will help  you  
learn  how  to preview. 
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D 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
A BUSY STUDENT 
 
 Tomiko is happy to be astudent in New 
York.She isstudying 
English atColumbiaUniversity.She planstofmish her 
English course in June. Then she will work on her 
master's degree at New York University 
 
 Tomiko likes the many beautiful buildings in 
New York. xxx 
xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx
xxxxxxxx 
xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx
xxxxxxxx 
 
 She also likes the people in New York. 
xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx 
xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx
xxxxxxxx 
xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx
xxxxxxxx  
 
 Best of all, Tomiko loves the theaters in New 
York. xxxxxxx 
xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx
xxxxxxxx 
xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx
xxxxxxxx 
xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx
xxxxxxxx  
 
Tomiko is far from her home in Japan. But she is not 
sad. x 
xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx
xxxxxxxx 
xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx
xxxxxxxx xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx. She is 
very busy and happy in New York. 
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Circle the best answer. Don't  look back  at the  passage. 
 
1.  This  passage  is about 

a.  an  American  student in New York. 
b.  a Japanese student in New York.  
c.  a Japanese   student in Japan. 
d.  a Japanese man  studying in New York. 

2. Tomiko  is 
a.  unhappy. b.  happy. 
c.  lonely. 
d.  not busy. 

3 . She  goes to plays in a.  large theaters. 
b.  small  theaters. 
c.  New York. 
d.  all of the above. 

4 . Tomiko  has 
a.  few interests. b.  few friends. 
c.  mariy interests. 
d.  nothing to do. 

 
 
 
 
Now read the whole passage. 
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Passage  A 
 
A BUSY  STUDENT 

 
 Tomiko is happy  to be a student in New York. She is 

studying English at Columbia University. She plans to finish her 
English course in June. Then  she  will work on her  master's 
degree  at  New York University. 

Tomiko likes the many  beautiful buildings in New York. In 
fact,she plans to become an architect. Then she can build great 
buildings,too. 

She also likes the people in New York City. There are 
many different kinds of people. They speak  many  languages.    
She has made  new friends  from  other  countries. 
              Best of all, Tomiko  loves the theaters in New York. She 
goes to plays almost  every  week. Sometimes the  plays  are  in 
theaters onBroadway. Sometimes the plays are in small theaters 
in other parts of the city. 
             Tomiko is far from her home in Japan. But she is not sad. 
She Goes to classes every day. She visits her friends. She goes to 
see new places. And she attends many plays. She is very busy 
and happy in New York. 
 
 
You can learn a lot about  a passage if you readjust a few 
important sentences. This is the  reason  for Previewing. 
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Previewing is one of the  most important reading 
skills. You should  always preview  before you read.  
You will find that  you understand more  if you 
preview first. 
 
 

Preview  this  passage. Read  only  the  
underlined sentences. You will have 30 seconds to 
preview. 
 

    LANGUAGE LEARNING  IN THE  UNITED  
STATES 
 

Most  people  in  the  United  States speak  only  
one  language: English.   They   do  not  learn   to  speak   
a  second   language.  High schools teach   languages. 
But  very  few students learn  to  speak well. Why 
don't Americans speak  other  languages? 

First,  most  Americans never  travel  to  other   
countries. The United States is a very large country. 
Americans can  travel  a long distance and  not leave 
the United States.  They do not need to learn 
a second  language. 
       Second,   one  of  the  countries next   to  the   
United  States  is Canada. Most people  in  Canada 
speak  English.  Some  Americans live near Canada. 
They  travel  there  often. But they  do not have  to 
learn  a new language. 
       Third,   many    people   in   other   parts   of  the   
world   speak English.   If Americans travel  to  other  
countries, they  can  speak English  there,  too. 
       Some  Americans think   that   it  is  a  mistake  to  
speak   only English.   They   believe  it  is  very  
important  to  learn   a  second language.   
     Maybe   someday  other   Americans  will  agree.   
Then more  people will speak a second  language  in 
the  United States 
 
Now turn  the  page and  answer the questions. 
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Circle  the  best  answer. Don't look back  at  the  passage! 
 

1.  Most Americans never  learn  to speak a.  English. 
b.  a second language. 
c.  to people  in other countries. d.  fluently. 
 

2.  Most Americans speak only  English because  
     a.   they  can't learn another language. 

b.  they  never travel  to other countries.  
c.  other languages are  not  important. 
d.  they  don't have  language classes in school. 
 

3.  In other parts of the  world,  
     a.  everyone speaks English.  
     b.  no one  speaks English. 

c.  many people  speak English. 
d.  everyone speaks a second language. 
 
4.  Some  Americans think it is a mistake to  
     a.  learn  other languages. 

b.  speak only  English. 
c.  travel  to other countries. 
d.  go to school. 
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Here is one more  passage to preview.  Remember to follow 
these steps: 
1.  Read  the  title. 
2.  Look at the  pictures if there are  any. 
3.  Read  the  first  few sentences of the  first  paragraph. 
4.  Read  the  first  line of all  the  paragraphs. 
5.  Read  the  last  sentence in  the  last  paragraph. 
6.  Watch for  names, dates, and  numbers. 
You will have  30  seconds to preview  this  passage. 
 
Passage  C 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
BODIES ON ICE 
 
In very  cold  parts of the  world,  scientists study the  
past. They find  animals frozen in the  ice. The  
animals look alive,  but  they  are not.  They  were  
frozen many years ago. 
Russian scientists found a large animal called a 
mastodon in the ice. It looked  like an  elephant. But  
it was  larger, and  it had  lots of hair. In fact,  the  
elephant is the  mastodon's younger cousin. 
In 1984, American scientists were working near the  
North Pole. They  found  the  body  of a man  frozen  in 
the  ice. This  man  went  to the  North  Pole in  1846. 
He died,  and  his friends buried him  in the ice. 
Today.  his body looks the same. It did not change at 
all in the ice. 
These facts interest doctors. They  have  some 
patients who are very  sick.  No one  can  help  these 
patients. But some day  there may be a new 
medicine for them. These doctors want to save  
people  for the  future. Maybe  patients can  be frozen  
until  there is medicine to help  them. 
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Answer the  questions on  the  next  page.  Don't look  
back!   Circle  the  best  answer. Don't  look  back! 
 

1.  Scientists are  studying the  past  
     a.   in  the  ice. 

b.  in  the  laboratory. 
c.   in  1848. 
d.  in Russia. 

2.  Russian scientists found  
     a.   a man  in the  ice. 

b.  a large  animal in  the  ice. 
c.  it was  too cold. 
d.   nothing interesting. 

3.   American scientists worked 
     a.  in Russia. 

b.  in the  laboratory. 
c.  near  the  North  Pole. 
d.  with  a mastodon. 

4.  Doctors  think frozen  bodies  
     a.  are  too cold. 

b.  are  near  the  North  Pole. 
c.  are  interesting. d.  are  mastodons. 
 
 
 
 
 
REMEMBER: always preview  before  you  read! 
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B. PREDICTING 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Exercise 1 

 
 
To predict means to tell what 
  will happen. You will be a  
better reader if you predict.  
As you read, guess what will  
happen. You can use words and   pictures to  help  you  predict. 
Work  with  another student. 
. 
 
USING  PICTURES TO PREDICT 

 

Find  the  right  story  for each  picture. 
 

Pictures              Names  of stories 
 
 
 
 

1.   _ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

2.   _ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

3.   _ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

4.   _ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

5.   _ 

 

a. Women  in Science 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
c . How Americans Shop  

for Food 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
d .  How Beavers  Build  Their   

Homes 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
e .  When  Your Child  Goes to  

the  Dentist 
 
 
 
 
 
f. The  Violin in  the  Symphony Orchestra 
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Exercise 2  GUESS WHAT  WILL  HAPPEN  NEXT 
 
Look at each picture. Predict what will happen next.  
Find the best sentence for each picture. Work  with   
another student. 

 

Pictures      What  will  happen next? 
 
 
 
 
 

1.   _ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

2.  _ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

3.   _ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

4.   _ 

a. Henry  will play  with  his friends  
    all day. 

OR 
b. Henry  will not  go to school  today. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
a. This  family  will buy  tickets. 

OR 
b. This  family  will meet  a friend   
   at  the airport. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
a. They  will stop  and  rest. 

OR 
b. They  will go faster. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
a. Mary  will give  the  cat  a nice dinner. 

OR 
b. Mary will put  the  cat  outdoors. 
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Exercise 3 
Will you  find  these ideas  in  the  story? Check   Yes or No. 

 
Boston:  A Good Place  to  Live 

 
 
 

1.   There are  many poor  people  in Boston. 
2.  The  spring flowers  are  beautiful in    
      Boston. 
3.  There are  many universities in Boston. 
4.  Jobs are  hard to find  in  the  Boston     
    area. 
5.  Winters in Boston  are  cold  and  snowy. 
6.  Boston  City  Hall is very  beautiful. 
7.  There are  many famous old  buildings  
     in downtown Boston. 
8.  People  are  not  very  friendly in Boston. 
9.   The  Charles River flows  by  the  city.  

People  like to walk  along the  river  in  
the  parks. 

10.   Apartments are  very  expensive and     
     hard to fmd. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Exercise 4 

Will you  find  these ideas  in the  
story? Check  Yes or No. 

 
Modern  Dentists: How They  Can 
Help You 

Yes  No 

 
 
 

1.  Dentists hurt your  teeth. 
2.  Dentists have  many new  machines. 
3.  Some dentists play  the  radio  for their  patients. 
4.  Some  dentists will pull  out  all your  teeth. 
5.  A nurse cleans your  teeth at  the  dentist's  office. 
6.  The  dentist's office is very  comfortable. 
7.  Dentists want everyone to have  healthy teeth. 
8.  A visit  to the  dentist is too expensive. 
9.  The  dentist may  x-ray  your  teeth. 

10.   Modern  dentists must study for many years. 

Yes                 No 
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Exercise 5   Predicting The Next Idea 
 
 
 
 

EXAMPLE 
Yesterday, there  was a big snowstorm in 
Boston.  
Which  idea comes next? 
a.   It was a warm, sunny day. 
b . It was very cold, but the snow on the trees     
      looked  beautiful. 
c . Only one inch  of snow  fell.  
 
 
 
The correct answer is b. 
a.  is not correct. It is not warm  and sunny in 
a snowstorm. 
c.  is not correct. In a big snowstorm, many 
inches of snow  fall. 
 
 
Read the sentence. Then  tell which idea comes 
next. Work with another student.  

1.  There were many good shows on TV last 
night. The Smith family stayed home. 
a.  They  turned off the TV and  went  to bed 
early. 
b.  The only interesting show  was about 
traveling by bicycle. 
c.  They saw a play, a music show,  and  the 
news. 
 

2 . John and Alice Babson are not happy with the 
school in their town. a.  Their  children love to 
go to school. 
b.  The classes are very crowded. 
c.  It is a beautiful building. 
 

3. The roads were covered with ice and  were very 
dangerous today. a.  Sam  drove  home very 
quickly. 
b.  Sam  took a long time to drive home. 
c.  Sam  enjoyed driving home. 
 

4. Boston  is a nice place to live in, but  New York 
City is more fun. a.  New York is a very 
dangerous city. 
b.  There are many interesting things to do in 
New York. c.  There are no good restaurants in 
New York. 
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5 . Fly Happy Time  Airlines!Take an exciting trip to 
Holiday Island. a.  This trip is very expensive. 
b.  Holiday Island  has warm, sunny weather. 
c.  Happy Time  Airlines is never on time. 
 

6 . Alex had trouble falling asleep  last 
night. He was awake until 

3a.m. 
a.  This morning, he feels rested  and  
ready  to work. 
b.  This morning, he is very hungry. 
c.  This morning, he feels very tired. 
 
 

7. Dr. Hammond was busy with his 
patients all day. He did not have time 
for lunch. 
a.  He may  not be hungry at dinner 
time. 
b.  He had  a very easy  day. 
c.  He will be very hungry at dinner 
time.  
 

8 . Judy and  Alan moved  to a new 
apartment near  the university. a.   
Now they  need a car to drive to class. 
b.  Now they  can walk to class every 
day. 
c.  Now they  will not be near  the 
university library.  
 

9 . Max works all day  in a shoe  store.  At 
night,  he  takes business classes at the 
university. 
a.   Max wants to have  his own business 
some  day. 
b.  Max has lots of free time.  
c.  Max is not very busy. 
 

10.  "Eat at Joe's Diner!We serve  
breakfast from 6 to 10!" a.   
No one likes the breakfasts at 
Joe's! 
b.  And the  breakfast costs only $1.00! 
c.  The food is cold and  the service is 
slow! 
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C. Can I Get Money Here? 

 

 A bank is a building for saving or borrowing money. 
People go to the bank to deposit their money or save it for 
same interest, the bank also gives to the people. If we 
borrow money from a bank we should pay interest.  

         Today there are more commercial banks than there 
were in the past. They often their service to private citizens, 
to businessman and to the government though the bank we 
can pay the telephone and also electricity bills. We can send 
or transfer our money quickly to others to. The bank also 
gives many prizes for the costumers.  

        The bank tellers help us to save or withdraw our 
money. They serve us quickly and precisely. But if want to 
do the transaction more quickly we can do it through the 
ATM machine. 

     Answwer the questions 

1. What is the main idea of the text? 
2. What is the inference  of the text? 
3. Skimm  3 informations  that you get from the text 
4. Why do the  people  need a bank? 
5. What is the function of ATM machine, as far as you know? 
6. What is the duty of  The bank tellers? 
7. What does the bank mean? 
8. What is The bank tellers?  
9. Mention the functions of the bank? 
10. They serve us quickly and precisely.  The underline word 

“they” refers to…? 
 

AN IDIOM is an informal expression often used in spoken 
English. In many cases, the words do not have their literal 
meaning (for example, to paint the town red means to go out 
and have a good time in the evening). 

Complete each idiom in bold with an appropriate word 
from A, B or C. Each idiom is explained in italics after each 
sentence. 
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1. Despite a huge variety of restaurants selling 
excellent local dishes, many tourists prefer to eat   
food. (fast food / convenience food such as 
hamburgers,  pizzas, etc, which are not very healthy 
for you) 

     A. rubbish B. junk C. garbage 

2. Airlines are reluctant to admit that delays, poor in-
flight service and cramped, uncomfortable seating are the 
cause of air   . (anger and aggression 
often experienced by air travellers and directed towards air 
crew or fellow passengers) 

    A. rage B. fury  C. anger 

3. The motorway is the quickest way of getting from 
Paris to Marseilles, but many drivers prefer to take the 
slower   route. (a road that goes through 
an area of natural beauty, such as mountains, countryside, 
etc) 

    A. pretty  B. picturesque C. scenic 

4. He's always going on holiday to interesting and 
exciting places. He's such a globe-  . (somebody who 
travels a lot) 

    A. runner B. hopper C. trotter 

5. Many tourists staying in the area are kept in tourist                   
where they rarely get a chance to meet the local people 
and experience local culture. (an enclosed resort 
surrounded by high fences, etc, designed to keep local 
people out and tourists in) 

     A. ghettoes B. slums C. dives 

6. Although the flight was fully booked, there were 
several seats available at the last minute because of no- 
 . (people who have booked a seat on an aircraft or 
in a restaurant, a room in a hotel, etc, and don't arrive) 

      A. appears B. arrives C. shows 
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7. This hotel is dirty and uncomfortable. It's a real  
 ! (a dirty, uncomfortable and, usually, cheap 
hotel) 

   A. doghouse B. fleapit  C. chicken coop 

8. I've got bad   belly: I shouldn't have had that 
prawn salad last night. (stomach ache caused by eating 
unhygienically-prepared food) 

   A. Birmingham B. Delhi C. Bangkok 

9. If you miss the last bus, you should take a taxi 
back to the hotel: don't try to   a lift. (hitch-hike) 

     A. thumb  B. finger  C. hand 

10. The resort was in the middle of   , so 
there was nothing interesting to see or do. (isolated 
from any towns, villages, etc) 

     A. everywhere  B. somewhere C. nowhere 

11. Local restaurants are very cheap, so you won't  
 the bank by eating out every night. (spend a lot 
of money) 

    A. rob B. bankrupt  C. break 

12. I travel a lot on business, so I seem to spend most of my life living    

         out of a   .    (to be away from home a lot) 

        A. bag B. suitcase C. rucksack 

 

13. I really enjoyed  the cruise, but it took me a few days to find my      

          sea   . (to  adapt to being be on a ship without feeling seasick) 

            A. stomach B. legs C. head 

14. The barman tried to   ___-change me: the drink cost £2, I gave 
him £5 and he only gave me £2 back. (to cheat someone by not giving 
him the correct money in change) 



                          READING  I  MODULE 

76 

 

      A. small B. short C. little 

15. I hadn't been anywhere for years, and then suddenly  I got   feet 
and decided to do some travelling.  (a desire to travel and see different 
places) 

     A. itchy B. scratchy C. tickly 

16. I always  try to travel   when I go on holiday.  I usually just take a 
very small suitcase and nothing else. (to take very little luggage with 
you when you travel) 

    A. light  B. gentle  C. easy 

 

17. I don't like staying in busy resorts. I prefer to go somewhere that's 
off the   track. (away from popular areas) 

     A. beaten  B. well-walked  C. tramped 

 

18. When I arrive in a foreign city, I can't wait to   the sights. 
(to go sightseeing) 

A. run B. play C. do 

 

19. Passengers flying from Britain to Australia often   the 
journey for a day or two in somewhere like Hong Kong or Singapore. 
(stop somewhere for a short time during a long journey)  

   A. split B. crack C. break 

20. One of the biggest problems anyone faces when they travel abroad 
is culture   . (confusion or anxiety that travellers experience when 
visiting a different country) 

       A. surprise B. shock C. daze 

21. Applying for a visa often involves dealing with a lot of  
 tape. (bureaucracy) 

A. blue B. white  C. red 
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22. £15 for a hamburger and a plate of fries? What a   -off! 
(something that costs too much) 

    A. rip B. tear  C. pull 

23. Don't eat in that restaurant. It looks nice from the outside, but 
it's a real tourist   . (a place that is in a good location to attract 
tourists, but is overpriced  and generally provides poor service) 

   A. pit  B. trap  C. trick 

24. Last year we went on a   visit to Europe: we did seven 
capital cities in seven days! (a very short visit) 

    A. running B. flying  C. hurrying 

25. The manager insisted our trip to Madrid was for business, but 
everyone knew it was really a  . (a trip that people pretend is for 
business, but which is really for relaxation and pleasure) 

     A. junket  B. crumpet C. trumpet 
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Lesson 5 

 

SKIMMING 
 
 

A. SKIMMING 
 

Skimming is one of the most important and usefull skills. It 
is a way you can find something quickly. You can use it to find a 
specific fact, such as a name or a date in history. You can skim to 
find the main idea in a paragraph, an article, or even a book. You 
can also use this skill to review material that you have already read. 

 

Here is how to skim. Let your eyes run from left to right and 
fron top to buttom over the material you are reading. Do not read 
every word . When you think you have found what you are looking 
for, read it carefully. Make sure it is what you want. 

 

How you skim often depends on what you are reading. If it 
is a paragraph, skim every line, at least when you first begin to 
skim. If it is a longer article or a book, you will probably skim 
every  paragraph.  The  first  sentence  will  often  tell  what  the 
paragraph is about. Titles within a book will also help you to find 
something. 

 

Although you should skim quickly, do not go to fast. Then 
you will not miss what you are looking for. 

 
 
Now do the following exercises in skimming. 

 
1.  Skim the following paragraph. Find out: 

a.   What natural gas is mainly made up of 
b.  The two ways it is found in the earth 
c.   The names of three countries that have natural gas deposits 
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When oil was formed in underground rocks millions of 
years ago, natural gas was formed too. Like oil, it is a mixture 
of hydrocarbons. It is mainly made up of methane, a gas that is 
also  formed  when  plants  decay in  marshes. Now  and  then, 
marsh  gas  catches  fire,  producing a  strange blue,  flickering 
flame often called “will o’ the wisp”. 

 

Sometimes natural gas is found in the earth by itself. 
Often ,however, it comes to the surface where boreholes are 
drilled for oil. 

 

Natural gas is a valuable fuel. It is used to heat buildings 
and to operate stoves and refrigerators. It is also used to make 
bricks and glass, to cut and harden metals, and to run machines. 

 

The United states has huge deposits of natural gas. This 
gas is sent across the country by a network of pipelines. Natural 
gas can also be transported as a liquid by sea in refrigerated 
tankers. The USSR and Canada are also large producers of 
natural gas. 

 
 

a. 
b. 
c. 

 
 
2.  Skim the following paragraph. Find out 

a.   The name of the first ancestor of the horse 
b.  How many toes mesohippus had 
c.   How many toes the modern horse has 

 
The first ancestor of the horse lived 50 million years 
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ago. Called oehippus (meaning dawn horse), it was the size of a 
small dog. Instead of hoofs, it had four toes on the front feet and 
three on the back feet. Thirty million years later it was replaced 
by mesohippus (middle horse). This was a larger animal and had 
three toes on each food. 

Later still, horses appeared with the outer toes on each 
foot smaler and the weight placed on the center toe. Finally, the 
modern horse (equus) appeared with just one toe (the hoof) on 
each foot. 

 
 

a. 
b. 
c. 

 
 
 
 
3.  Skim the following article. Find out 

a.   The capital of Canada 
b.  The name of the high hill in Montreal 
c.   The main idea of the first paragraph and quote it exactly. 

 
 

Montreal is the largest city in Canada. (The capital, 
however, is Ottawa.) Montreal, on the St. Lawrence River, is 
one of the biggest inland ports in the world. It is in the province 
of Quebec, which is the French-speaking part of Canada. Many 
of the people speak both English and French. 

 

In the center of the city rises a high hill called Mount 
Royal. The city gets its name from the hill, called Mont Real in 
French. 

 

a. 
b. 
c. 
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B. Reading Paragraph for Central Idea 
 

 
In this lesson you will concerned with the rapid 

comprehension of longer units of writing – the paragraph and the 
complete composition. 

 

How we read these longer units will depend both on our 
purpose in reading and on the level of difficulty of the material. In 
some cases it is enough if we simply comprehend the writer’s main 
ideas, without devoting much attention to the minor details. Much 
of the reading we do for general information or for pleasure is of 
this kind – the reading of magazine and newspaper articles, for 
examples. It is also the technique we would probably use in 
“skimming” reference books in order to determine whether they are 
sufficiently important for our purposes to merit a more careful and 
thorough reading. 

 

On the other hand, classroom textbooks and other complex 
materials must often be read both for central idea or ideas, and for 
the supporting details. In such cases it is frequently advisable to 
read the material twice – once to comprehend the writer’s main 
thoughts and a second time to understand the detail, such as the 
steps the writer uses to reach his conclusion, the evidence he gives 
in support of his argument, or the illustrations he provides to help 
us understand a general principle. 
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Clearly, then, a first step in increasing our skill in reading 

longer passages is to practice reading rapidly for central idea. In 
this lesson we shall apply this technique to a series of short, 
unrelated paragraphs. The effective method of reading for central 
idea may be briefly summarized as follows: 

 

1.  Force yourself to read the paragraphs a little faster than you are 
used to doing. Normally when you read, you are concerned with 
comprehending both the central idea and the supporting detail. 
This time, however, your purpose is solely to find the writer’s 
main thought. Therefore you should be able to read somewhat 
faster. On the other hand, do not attempt to skim so rapidly that 
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you risk loosing altogether the sense of what you are reading. 
Try for a reading speed that is only a little faster than usual. 

 

2.  Concentrate on finding, and following, the writers central idea. 
Do not attempt to remember details such as exact dates, lists of 
names, large numbers, and the like. 

 

3.  If you find an occasional word which you do not understand, or 
lose the sense of a word or phrase here and there, do not stop to 
reread the material. Continue reading at the slightly faster than 
normal speed that you have established. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Now try to apply the above technique to exercises that follows. 
 
 
 

Reading for Central Idea 
 

Direction:  This  exercise  consists  of  paragraph,  each  on 
different subject. Read each paragraph quickly to 
determine the central idea. Then turn the page and 
check the one statement which best expresses the 
central idea. In deciding on your answer, do not 
look back at the paragraph. As soon as you have 
marked your answer, go on to the next paragraph. 
Work as rapidly and as accurately as you can. 
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Paragraph 1 
 
 

Most civilizations and cultures-in their sacred writings, 
in their oral traditions, in their folk stories-have some reference 
to the original of language. Only rarely (at least in the records 
that have come down to us) did the ancients try to learn some 
thing about speech phenomena by observation or 
experimentation. The Greek historian Herodotus (fifth century 
B.C.) records one such incident: an Egyptian king named 
Psammetichos wished to determine which of the world’s 
languages was oldest. To gain this information, he decided to 
isolate two new born infants until such time as they should 
begin to speak; the assumption being that, lacking any pattern 
to imitate, they would therefore naturally employ the most 
primitive of the languages. In the course of time the children 
were heard to  utter something that was recorded as  bekos- 
which  turned  out  to  be  similar  to  the  Phrygian  word  for 
“bread.” Therefore Phrygian (a language once spoken in Asia 
Minor) was held to be the first language of mankind, at least by 
King Psammetichos and, we may presume, by his court. 
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Mark the sentence that most nearly expresses the central idea of 
the paragraph. 

 

(a) Psammetichos concluded that the first word that 
children speak in the word for “BREAD.” 

 

(b) Psammetichos concluded that Phrygian was the 
oldest language in the world. 

 

(c) Psammetichos concluded that the oldest word in 
any language is the word for “bread.) 

 

(d) Psammetichos concluded that Phrygian was the 
easiest language in the world to learn.
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Paragraph 2 
 
 

Some of the notebooks that George Washington kept as 
a  young man  are still in  existence, and they show that he 
learned a little Latin, that he acquired some of the basic 
elements of good conduct, and that he read a little English 
literature. At school he seems to have cared only for 
mathematics. His was a brief and most incomplete education 
for a gentle and it was all the formal education he was to have, 
since, unlike some of the other young Virginia gentle of his 
time, he did not go on to the College of William and Mary in 
the Virginia capital of Williamsburg. In terms of intellectual 
preparation and power, then, Washington is in sharp contrast 
with some other early American presidents, such as John 
Adams, Thomas Jefferson, and James Madison. In later years, 
Washington probably regretted his lack of intellectual training. 
He never felt comfortable in formal debate, or in discussions 
that were not concerned with everyday, practical matters. And 
inasmuch as he never learned to speak French, he refused to 
visit France because he felt he would be embarrassed at not 
being able to speak directly to the statesmen of that country. 
Thus, unlike Jefferson and Adams, he never reached Europe. 
The central idea of paragraph two is: 
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(a) Washington’s education showed unusual variety, 
including as it did, study in fields as varied as 
mathematics and literature. 

 

(b) Washington’s education was probably equal to that 
obtained by other Virginia gentlemen of his age. 

 

(c) Washington’s education may seem limited by 
modern standards, but it appears to have been 
entirely adequate for the duties of his later years. 

 

(d) Washington’s education was extremely limited and 
probably put him at a disadvantage in later life. 
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Paragraph 3 
 
 

Most  American folk  songs are  importations. Brought 
over by the settlers, influenced by new living conditions, 
changed to reflect another scene and setting, they still show 
their origins. Under different titles, and celebrating another set 
of characters, the story songs of Vermont and the mountain 
tunes  of  the  Appalachians  are  largely  adaptations  of  such 
English and Scottish ballads as “Barbara Allen,” “The 
Hangman’s song,” “The Two Sisters,” and “Lord Randal.” But 
a few-and perhaps the best-of the American ballads are 
genuinely native, as original in subject as they lively in 
expression.  Beginning  as  reports  of  local  events  or  current 
beliefs or merely as play songs, they have become part of the 
national life. The five most vivid are also the most popular: 
“Dixie,” “My Old Kentucky Home,” “Frankie and Johnny,” 
“Casey Jones,” and “John Henry.” Unlike most folk songs, the 
authors of at last two of them are known. 
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The central idea of paragraph three is: 

 

(a) Most American folk songs are simply variations of 
older ballads imported from abroad, thought a few 
of the best and most popular are American 
originals. 

 

(b) Such vivid and popular folk songs as “Frankie 
and Johnny” and “John Henry” are really only 
adaptations of much older English and Scottish 
ballads. 

 

(c)  Although  the  authors  of  most  American  folk 
songs are unknown, a few can definitely be 
identified. 

 

(d) American folk songs are unlike those of other 
countries because of differences in living 
conditions, settings, and local events. 
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Paragraph 4 
 
 

The question has sometimes been raised whether 
Shakespeare knew Greek. The masters of the Stratford school 
which Shakespeare attended were not doubt well qualified to 
teach Greek. But the question, after all, is idle since there is no 
reason whatever to believe that Shakespeare read Greek or had 
any acquaintance with Greek literature-except Plutarch- either 
in the original or in translation. With Latin, however, the case is 
different.  

When we read Johnson’s statement that Shakespeare had 
“small Latin,” we must remember that what seemed like little 
Latin to such a scholar as Johnson would be a very respectable 
quantity today. A boy would have been dull indeed who could 
spend six or seven years devoted almost entirely to the study of 
Latin for about ten hours a day and yet emerge from the 
process without a very fair command of the language. 
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The central idea of paragraph three is: 

 

(a) The fact that Shakespeare learned neither Greek 
nor Latin suggests that he was a dull student. 

 

(b) because Shakespeare was a dull boy, he had to 
spend six or seven years studying almost nothing 
but Latin. 

 

(c) Shakespeare probably had no greater knowledge of 
Latin then he had of Greek. 

 

(d) We may conclude that Shakespeare could not read 
Greek but probably had a very satisfactory 
knowledge of Latin. 
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Paragraph 5 
 

Architecture, then, is an art, and any art must give us 
pleasure, or else it is a bad art, or we are abnormally blind. We 
are in general too hardened and insensitive to architecture as an 
art and to the joy it may bring to us. It is the constant nearness 
of architecture during our entire conscious existence that has 
blinded us in this way. We forget that it is an art of here and 
now, because it is with us everyday, and because we must have 
houses to live in. We are apt to think of them solely as abiding 
places.   

Therefore  we  think  of  architecture  as  some  vague, 
learned thing dealing with French cathedrals or Italian Places or 
Greek temples, not with New York or Chicago streets or Los 
Angeles suburbs, and this false doctrine has strengthened in us 
until our eyes are dulled and our minds are deadened to all the 
beauty that is being created around us today, and we lose all the 
fine deep pleasure that we might otherwise experience from our 
ordinary surroundings. 

 
 

The central idea of paragraph three is: 
 

(a) Although some modern architecture is truly art, 
much of the new building is more useful than it is 
beautiful. 
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(b) It is naturally difficult for people used to the dull 
architecture of a New York or Chicago to 
understand fully the  ancient monuments of 
Europe. 

 

(c) In our daily lives we are so completely surrounded 
by architecture that we have ceased to see and 
enjoy it as art. 

 

(d) Architecture must surely be considered an art, for 
throughout our daily lives we are constantly 
deriving pleasure from it. 

 
 

C. SOMEWHERE TO STAY 

 

 (Tick) the sentences which are true  for you 

• I like to travel abroard on holiday 

• I always go on organized holiday 

• I usually go on holiday with my family 

• I sometimes book holidays on the internet 

• I would like to travel around the world 

• I like small family-run hotel 
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Complete paragraphs 1 - 12 with the most appropriate word or 

expression from the box. 

 

apartment •  apartment hotel •

 boutique hotel  • chalet  •

 commercial hotel  

guest house  •  hotel garni • 

 luxury hotel • motel  • tourist hotel 

villa • hostel 

 

 

1. The   we stayed at was right by the beach. It had three 

bedrooms (all en-suite), a beautiful living / dining room, a 

huge kitchen, front, back and roof gardens and its own 

swimming pool. 

 

2. The                   we stayed at when we went skiing in 

Austria had two double bedrooms, a large living room 

with open fireplace, a small kitchen and terraces at the front 

and back with fantastic views over the Alps. 
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3. It's on the fourth floor. It has two twin rooms, a living 

room with a Murphy, a small kitchen, a wonderful 

bathroom with a spa bath, and a small balcony overlooking 

the swimming pool. 

 

4. David and Buddug  Evans are delighted to invite visitors to 

spend a long weekend in 'Green Briars', the most 

delightful   in Llandudno.  Join us 

for delicious home cooking, traditional comfort and a real 

Welsh welcome! 

 

5. The 'Ball and Chain' is probably  the most exciting and 

interesting   to open in London this year. Not only is it 

set in the former Chingwall prison, with single, twin and 

double accommodation in the old cells, but all the 

fascinating artwork has been done by prisoners in real 

prisons around the country. Outstanding levels of comfort 

and service are guaranteed. 

 

6. Driving when tired is one of the most common causes of 
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accidents, so why not break your journey at the 

Crossways   . Situated on the A542 

between Bunnyhutch and Birdiebath, we offer a choice of 

comfortable rooms, including three large family rooms, 

two restaurants and a bar. Ample, secure parking is also 

provided. 

 

7. For people who want hotel comfort without all the hotel 

facilities, the   is probably  the most suitable type of 

hotel accommodation. No restaurants, no bars, no pools or 

tennis courts, just simple, comfortable rooms. 

 

8. If you're looking for good, cheap accommodation and 

don't mind sharing, I'd recommend 

'Backpackers'   on Wytham View Street. 

There are three dormitories, each with 12 bunk beds, a café 

that serves hot drinks and good breakfasts, and the hottest 

showers in town! The warden is really friendly, too. 

 

9. 'The Moathouse', a   outside Derringly, 

has been designed specifically for businessmen and women 
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visiting the area. Accommodation  is in small studio rooms 

which come with all the necessities for the busy business 

person. These include complete  telephone  and Internet 

facilities, mobile charge points, tea and coffee making 

facilities and fully soundproofed rooms for a good night's 

rest. 

 

10. In some cities, long-stay visitors can take advantage of  

 . Accommodation  is in rooms or suites, each with 

their own kitchen and bathroom. Normal hotel services are 

provided,  but this type of accommodation generally offers 

more space and flexibility than a standard hotel. 

 

11. For visitors with healthy bank accounts, we recommend the 

Tam'al Dhobi, a   on the banks of the river. All rooms 

are beautifully appointed with king size beds, full bar 

facilities and stunning views over the river and surrounding  

desert. Each room even has its own butler, who will take 

care of your every need. 

 

12. Holidaymakers on package holidays are usually 
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accommodated in fairly basic (2-star)   . 

The advantage of these, of course, is that they are cheap. 

On the other hand, they are not always comfortable, and 

can often be in noisy or busy surroundings.  They also try to 

put as many guests as possible into one room: triple rooms 

with space-saving sofa beds, rollaways and Z-beds are 

common. 

 

apartment •  apartment hotel •

 boutique hotel  • chalet  •

 commercial hotel  

guest house  •  hotel garni • 

 luxury hotel • motel  • tourist hotel 

villa • hostel 

 

Look at the descriptions of different accommodation types in, 

and find words which mean: 

 

1. A double bed which is longer and wider than usual. 

2. A series of hotel rooms (bedroom, living room, etc) with 

connecting doors. 
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3. Two beds, one on top of the other. 

4. A hotel room with two small beds (to accommodate two 

people). 

5. A hotel room with one small bed (to accommodate one    

           person). 

6. A bed that can be used as a sofa during the day. 

7. A bed that folds into a cupboard or the wall during the   

          day. 

8. A hotel room with one large bed. 

9. A large room with several beds. 

10. A hotel room with its own bathroom attached. 

11. A small room containing a bed that converts to a sofa   

        during the day. 

12.     A hotel room with one large bed and two small beds (to     

    accommodate four people). 

 

 

AT THE HOTEL 

Complete the sentences with words or expressions from the box. 

You do not need to use all the words in the box. In some cases, 

more than one answer may be possible. 
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adjoining rooms  •airport transfer •ADSL 

connection •balcony  •bar  --business centre  • cashier 

check-out time  •  check in •check-intime •

 check out • coffee shop •  conference 

centre •  direct-dial telephone 

emergency exit •  en-suite • exchange / 

bureau de change • gift shop • gym heated 

pool •  honeymoon suite   • housekeeping

 • key card  • lift / elevator 

lobby• minibar •non-residents  •no smoking area 

pay-TV  • (swimming) pool  --     Presidential 

suite  •  rack rate •  reception • 

wireless connection -- reception room •    registration card 

reservation  • reservations department   •  

residents •   

restaurant  •  room service safe (noun)  •  safety 

deposit box • sauna  •  tariff 

tea- and coffee-making facilities • vacancies •
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1. Our well-equipped   has everything for the busy executive, 

including a photocopier, full 

      Internet facilities with  ,,,,,  and   to keep you refreshed while 

you work. 

 

2. If you would like some food brought to your hotel room, call  

 , and if you need new towels or if you want your 

room cleaned, call   . 

 

3. The hotel provides a complimentary   for 

all guests, so you don't have to get a bus or taxi into town when 

you arrive. 

 

4. If you arrive at a hotel and ask for a room, you usually have to 

pay the full   , but you will probably get a discount if you 

make a   in advance, especially if there are a lot of   on 

the days you want to stay. 

 

5. Would guests please note that the latest   is 

midday (12 o'clock) on the day they wish to leave. 
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6. Guests who have just got married might like to use the hotel's  

  , although if they've really got lots of 

money, they could reserve the magnificent   . 

 

7. When you arrive at the hotel, go straight to the   to  

 . They will ask you to fill in a   with your 

name, address and other information, and then they will 

give you a which you need to get into your room. Take the    

-----------  if your room is on a high floor. 

 

8. My room's small, but there's a    full of 

drinks, chocolate and snacks (although I haven't dared to 

look at the   !), a  

  

 where I 

can keep my passport and other valuables, a   so I can 

call my friends, and a    

 where I 

can stand outside and get a great view of the city. Oh, and 

there's    so I 

can watch a movie if I get bored. 
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9. The hotel's facilities, including the cocktail   , the 

Michelin-starred    and the outdoor  

 (which is heated in the 

winter), can be used by both   (guests staying 

in the hotel) and   (people who are not staying in 

the hotel). 
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LESSON 6       
Reading Paragraph forFull Understanding 

 

In the previous section you were given practice in reading 
paragraph for their central idea. In this section you will be given 
another series of short paragraph, but this time you will be asked to 
read for total comprehension-that is, foe an understanding both of 
the central idea and of the supporting details. Although this kind of 
intensive reading will probably a slightly slower speed then did 
your reading for central idea only, you should still try to cover the 
materials as rapidly as you can without losing the sense of what you 
are reading. If you read at a fairly rapid pace, you will find it easier 
to concentrate on ideas and the relation between ideas. The slow 
reader usually concerns himself too much with individual words 
and thus may actually comprehend less then the quick reader. 

 

If, as you read, you come to a term that is not familiar to 
you, do not stop to puzzle over it; continue reading, and quite likely 
the general meaning of the sentence will become clear to you. 

 

And finally, try to avoid going back and rereading words 
and phrases. Readers who make a habit of rereading parts of 
sentences generally harm, rather than help, their comprehension. 
Force yourself to concentrate on understanding everything the first 
time, and you will soon improve both your reading speed and your 
comprehension. 

 
 
Paragraph Comprehension 

 

Directions: This is an exercise to test your ability to understand the 
meaning of paragraph and short passage of English. 
Each problem consists of a passage followed on the 
next page by two comprehension questions. First read 
the paragraph, then turn the page and answer the 
question by putting a check mark before the correct 
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answer. Once you have started to answer a set of 
questions, do not look book at the passage. Answer the 
question on the basis of what you remember about the 
passage. Work as rapidly and as accurately as you can. 

 
Paragraph 1 

 

Cloth making was greatly increased, both in the United 
States and in England, by the invention of a machine to remove 
the seed from the cotton, which grew abundantly in the southern 
area of the United States. This machine was the work of Eli 
Whitney, a young man from New England who had gone south 
to teach school. While visiting a plantation, he heard a good 
deal of talk about the cost of separating cotton fiber from the 
seed. He was told that a man, working all day, could separate 
only a pound of cotton from the seed. Both Georgia and South 
Carolina had offered a prize for a machine that could do the 
work, but no one had claimed it. Whitney became so much 
interested in the problem that he quit teaching and put all his 
time into the effort of inventing a cotton gin. In 1793 he 
completed  a  machine  with  which  a  man  could  clean  fifty 
pounds of cotton a day. He wrote his father proudly: “It makes 
the labor fifty times less without throwing any class of the 
people out of business.” He continued to work on his machine, 
improving it so that it would clean more and more cotton. But 
his hope of making a great furniture with the cotton gin were 
never realized, because many people, after learning how, simply 
built gins and paid Whitney nothing for his invention. 

 
Questions on paragraph one: 

 

1.  How  much  cotton  per  day  could  be  cleaned  by  one  of 
Whitney’s first machine? 

a. 5 pounds b. 15 pounds 
c. 50 pounds d. 150 pounds 
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2.  Why did Whitney fail to make a fortune with his machine? 
a.   Because the people of the south were slow to adopt 

it. 
b.  Because other people copied it without paying him 

anything. 
c.   Because he spent all of his money trying to improve 

his original machine. 
d.  Because other people invented machines that were 

much better. 
 
Paragraph 2 

 
The mother goose stories, so well known to children all 

over the world, are commonly said to have been written by a 
little old woman for her grandchildren. According to some 
people, she lived in Boston, and her real name was Elizabeth 
Vargoose. Her son-in-law, a printer named /Thomas Fleet, was 
supposed to have published the famous nursery stories and 
rhymes in 1719. However, no copies of this book was ever been 
found, and most scholars doubt, moreover, that Mother Goose 
was ever a real person. They point out that the name is a direct 
translation of the French “Mere I’Oye.” In 1697 The Frenchman 
Charles Perrault published the first book in which this name 
was used. The collection contains eight tales, including 
“Sleeping Beauty,” “Cinderella,” and “Puss in Boots.” But 
Perrault didn’t originate these stories; they were already quite 
popular in his day, and he only collected them. 

 
 
 
Questions on paragraph two: 

 

3.  What is supposed to have happened in 1719? 
a.   Elizabeth  Vergoose  composed  the   first   Mother 

Goose stories. 
b.  Thomas Fleet published the Mother Goose stories. 
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c.   The  Mother  Goose  stories  were  translated  into 
French. 

d.  Charles Perrault published the first Mother Goose 
stories. 

 
4.  On the basis of this paragraph, what may we conclude about 

the real origin of the stories “Sleeping Beauty” and 
“Cinderella”? 

a.   They were invented by Elizabeth Vergoose. 
b.  They were invented by Thomas Feet. 
c.   They were invented by Charles Perrault. 
d.  Their authors are unknown. 

 
 
Paragraph 3 

 

Early scholars in Europe and America assumed that the 
American Indian came from the Old World. After Russian 
explorers in the North Pacific Ocean made it clear that Alaska 
almost taught the mainland of Asia, wise man said the Indian 
came from that continent. You will find such statements in the 
oldest book upon the subject. In 1739 a great portraits painter 
named Smibert came to Boston to paint the colonial governors. 
He had painted at the Russian Court and so was familiar with 
the Siberians who appeared there from time to time. When 
Smibert saw the Indians he declared them to be Mongolians. 
From that day to this, everything points to a Mongoloid ancestry 
for the American Indian. Even the oldest human bones found in 
America have been pronounced Mongoloid. So one question is 
answered, the first man to discover America came from Siberia. 
This may not be the final answer, but since nothing to oppose it 
has  been  discovered  since  the  time  of  Colombus,  we  must 
accept it as the best answer. 

 
 
Questions for paragraph three: 
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5.   Why had Smibert gone to Boston in 1739? 
a.   To study the Indians who lived there. 
b.  To sell the pictures he had painted in Russia. 
c.   To deliver lectures on his theories about the Indians. 
d.  To paint pictures of some high officials. 

 
6.  According to the writer, what first led wise man to conclude 

that the American Indian came from Asia? 
a.   The evidence of the oldest bones to  be found in 

America. 
b.  Smibert’s comparison of the Indians with Siberians. 
c.   The discoveries of Russian explorers in the Pacific. 
d.  Colombus’s accounts of his travels to America. 

 
 

Paragraph 4 
 

Basketball is one sport- perhaps the only sport- whose 
exact origin can safely be stated. During the winter of 1891- 
1892, Dr. James Naismith, a college instructor at Springfield, 
Massachusetts, invented the game of basketball in order to 
provide exercise for students between the closing of the football 
season and the opening of the baseball season. He attached fruit 
baskets over head on the walls opposite ends of the gymnasium, 
and using a soccer ball, organized nine-man teams to play his 
new game in which the purpose was to toss the ball into one 
basket and attempt to keep the opposing team from tossing the 
ball into the other basket. Although there have since been many 
changes in the rules (such as the reduction of the number of the 
players on a team-from nine to five), the game is basically the 
same today. United States soldiers introduced it to the 
Philippines in 1900 and to Europe during the World War I, and 
being adopted by other nations, it soon became a worldwide 
sport. It is interesting that although basketball was created as an 
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indoor game, in countries other than the United States it is now 
played almost entirely outdoors. 

 
Questions on paragraph four 

 

7.  What  does  the  writer  say  is  particularly  unusual  about 
basketball as compared with other sport? 

a.   It began as indoor game but later became equally 
common as an outdoor game. 

b.  We know exactly when, where, and by whom it was 
invented. 

c.   It  was  invented  for  college  students  but  became 
popular only after it was adopted by soldiers. 

d.  We know exactly when it was first played outside of 
the country of its origin. 

 

8.   What connection does the writer mention between the game 
of basketball and the game of soccer? 

a.   Basketball was first played with a soccer ball. 
b.  Basketball has replaced soccer as the most popular 

sport in some countries. 
c.   Basketball  was  invented  by  a  well-known  soccer 

player. 
d.  Basketball was designated to provide exercise for 

students before the beginning of the soccer season. 
 
 
Paragraph 5 

 

Many large  birds  possessing great  powers  of  flight  are, 
when not occupied with the business of raising their young, 
constantly wandering from place to place in search of food. 
They fly at a great height, and cover tremendous distances. In 
such regions as this, uncomfortable of birds are, without doubt, 
constantly passing over us unseen. It was once the subject of 
very great wonder to me that flocks of black-necked swans 
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should almost always appear by flying by immediately after as 
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shower of rain, even when none had been visible for a long time 
before, and when they must have come from a very great 
distance. When the reason at length occurred to me, I felt very 
much disgusted with myself for being puzzled over so very 
simple a matter. After rain a flying swan may be visible to the 
eye at a vastly greater distance than during fair weather, the sun 
shining on its intense white feathers against the dark black- 
ground of a rain-cloud making it exceedingly conspicuous. The 
fact that swans are almost always seen after rain shows only that 
they are almost always passing. 

 
Questions on paragraph five: 

 
 
9.  According to the writer, why did he usually see flocks of 

black-necked swans after shower of rain? 
a.   Because it was easier for them to find food just after 

a rain. 
b.  Because, being water birds, they preferred to fly in 

the rain. 
c.   Because they were much easier to see against the 

dark sky of a rainy day. 
d.  Because after a rain they would fly to dry out their 

feathers. 
 
10. What were the writer’s first feelings when he discovered 

why he almost always saw the swans after a rain? 
a.   He was very proud to have added to the scientific 

knowledge of birds. 
b.  He  wondered  why  he  hadn’t  solved  so  easy  a 

problem much sooner. 
c.   He realized how very little he really knew about the 

habits of birds. 
d.  He was amused to find how simple the explanation 

really was. 
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A Visit to the Dentist’s 
 

It took George quite a while to find a parking place for 
his car and in the end he had to leave it in a narrow street, some 
way from the dentist’s. As he got out, he glanced at his watch: 
his appointment was at five and he still had twenty minutes to 
spare. He crossed into the square and sat down on a bench, 
partly to enjoy the last of the afternoon sun, but also to calm his 
nerves. He hated these visits to the dentist. 

 

As he sat there, watching the children at play and 
listening to the old women gossiping, he was taken aback to see 
a red sports car like his own come out of the street where he had 
parked. The car gathered speed and was soon lost to sight. 
George felt in his pockets for his keys: they were not there. 

 

“My car!” he exclaimed in a loud voice, which made 
several people stare at him. He got up and ran across the square, 
then down the narrow street. His car was not to be seen – but 
then he discovered it concealed behind a large one. He was 
relieved too to find his keys, still in his car. 

 

By the time he reached the dentist’s, it was already after 
five. “I had rather an odd experience,” he said to the dentist to 
explain his lateness. “I thought my car had been stolen.” “It’s 
quite all right, sir,” said the dentist. “As a matter of fact I have 
only just got here myself” 

 
 
 

A. Choose a, b, c, or d. 
 

1.  George left his car 
a. at the end of the street 
b. quite a long way from the dentist’s 
c. in the dentist’s way 
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d. in a car park 



106 

 
 

READING  I  MODULE 

 
 

106 

 

2. When George glanced at his watch he saw he was 
a. late b. on time 
c. just in time d. in good time 

3. George was feeling 
a. relaxed b, excited 
c. nervous d. hot 

4. In the square George 
a. took an interest in people around him 
b. talked to some old women 
c. played with the children 
d. has a good rest 

 

5. When George saw the red car he was 
a. annoyed b. interested 
c. envious d. astonished 

6. George 
a. dropped his keys 
b. put his hand in his pockets 
c. touched his pockets 
d. emptied his pockets 

 

7. When George spoke some people 
a. were afraid b. listened to him 
c. looked at him d. laughed at him 

8. George’s car 
a. was hidden from view b. had been borrowed 
c. was damaged d. had been moved 

 

9. George told the dentist 
a. the whole story b. a lie 
c. the truth d. a joke 

 

10. The dentist 
a. was not in a hurry b. listened with interest 
c. was very patient d. had not been waiting long 
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B. Give as much as information as you can about the following. 
 

1. George’s car 
2. George’s appointment. 
3. The square 

 
 
 
C. What were the main actions which George performed? 

 
 
 
 
D. On what occasions was George: 

1. nervous? 
2. worried? 
3. relieved? 

 
 
 
E. What difference would it have made if: 

1. it had been a wet day? 
2. George had not seen the red sports car? 

 
 
 
F. ‘I had rather a strange experience.’ Reproduce the story 

which George might have told the dentist.
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LESSON    7 
 
A. WHO’S IT FROM? 

 
1. I brought this card for you 

 
 Look at the card. When would you send each card 
 

1. When it is a thank you morning tea 
2. ……………………………………….. 
3. ……………………………………….. 
4. ………………………………………. 
5. ……………………………………….. 
6. ……………………………………….. 
7. ……………………………………….. 
8. ………………………………………… 
9. ………………………………………….,, 

 
 

1.  
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2.   
 
 

3.  
 
 

4.  
 



110 

 
 

READING  I  MODULE 

 
 

 

5.  
 

6.  
 

7.  
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8.  
 

9.  
 

2.  The Functionsof Short Message  

        To Send An Important Message To Other People, Friend Or Family . 

Some Tips To Write A Short Message : 

1. Clear Addressee (Someone Who Receives The Message) 

2. Straight Forward 

3. If It Is An Instruction State It Clearly,  

      Example short message: 
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Exercises 
 
Text 1 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
1. What is the  purpose of the text? 

A. To inform students about polytechnic admission form. 
B. To tell students about payment to enter the polytechnic. 
C. To explain to the students about an entrance test. 
D. To give description of polytechnic selection 
E. To invite students to come to polytechnic. 

2. The deadline to order the form is ____ 
A. On July 6, 2009 
B. On July 16, 2009 
C. In July, at 08.00 
D. In July, at 14.00 
E. Between 6 – 16 July 2009 

 
 
 

For students-grade XII-who need the polytechnic 
admission form : 
2 choices – Rp. 125.000,00 
3 choices – Rp. 160.000,00 
From 6 – 16 July 2009 
Time 08.00 – 14.00 
Contact Person : Tarjo. Phone (022) 2011975 
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Text 2  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

3. What does the letter about ? 
A. Liza’s problem 
B. Liza’s appointment. 
C. Daisy’s previous letter to Liza. 
D. Daisy’s regret for not being able to come 
E. A meeting held at Liza’s house. 

 
4. Why did Liza ask Daisy to come to her house? 

A. Liza wanted Daisy to solve her problem. 
B. Daisy would discuss her problem with Liza. 
C. Liza persuaded Daisy to go somewhere. 
D. Daisy wanted to meet Liza’s family 
E. Liza wanted to chat with Daisy. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Apt BLK 30, Eunos St. 
#05-116 

Singapore 1441 
2nd April 2011 

Dear Liza, 
I have received your letter asking me to meet you at your house this 
Sunday to discuss the urgent matter you have. I regret however to 
say that I will not be possible for me to see you on Sunday as I 
already have a previous appointment. I shall see  you on Monday, 
next week, at 5 p.m. Hopping the change of date will be convenient 
to you. 

Your Sincerely  
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Text 3. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
5. What is the text about ? 

A. A week tour to Italy. 
B. A job vacancy in Hotel Cannero 
C. Three day tour to European Countries. 
D. A healthy and clean environment  
E. The description on Connero Riviera 

6. Who is the addressee of this advertisement? 
A. All who are fit and healthy 
B. Those who can serve foreigners. 
C. All who meet the requirements mentioned. 
D. The educated people who can handle service jobs. 
E. Those who can speak who foreign languages.  

7. Those who are accepted to work for the hotel ….. 
A. Are mostly Italians  
B. Will get accommodation 
C. Are under the control of Maria Carla 
D. Will take control of each department 
E. Will start working between March and October. 

Text 4 
 
 
 

Hotel Cannero 
28051 Cannero Riviera, Italy 
Phone : 323788046 
   Waiters/Waitress (2), Swimming Pool Attendants, Bar Staff. 
   Around $ 150 per week. 12 hours per day, 6 days per week. Free 
board and     
   accommodation. Knowledge of German, Italian or French required. 
Period of work 3 or 6 month between end of March and end of October. 
Applications should be fit and healthy, organized and clean. Application 
from 25 March to the end and send to Maria Carla at the above address. 
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8.  
9. What is the message about ? 

A. Telling Tom to eat soup 
B. Asking Tom to buy some sugar 
C. Asking Tom to go to supermarket 
D. Telling Tom to heat the soup 
E. Telling Tom to wait for about 5 minutes  

10. “I’ve put some soup there.” 
A. home 
B. kitchen 
C. the stove 
D. the supermarket 
E. Anula supermarket  

 
Text 5 
NABIL RADIO FM 100 
Jalan Pule 58 Rambutan, 13830 
Phone: 71565950 
Jakarta 
Want to feel relaxed while improving your English? 
Listen regularly to our most progressive and wonderful English 
program: 
 
“NABIL RENDEZVOUS” 
Broadcasted every Tuesdays, 9: 15 PM. to 11.00 PM. 
Our program includes: 
• Songs 

Tom ! 
I’m going to Anula supermarket to get some sugar. Would you like 

to turn the stove on when you are home? I’ve put some soup there. 
Just heat it for about 5 minutes and then take it out from the stove 
before you have dinner.  
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• World News 
• News From the entertaining world (Music, Film, Sports, 
Legend) 
• Celebrities Interview 
• Quiz 
With the hosts of the program: Salsa & Naufal 
10. What is the topic of the text above? 

A. New English program 
B. Salsa and Naufal’s activity 
C. Naufal Rendezvous Program 
D. Nabil Radio FM 100 in Jakarta 
E. Programs to enhance listener’s English ability 

11. How often does the program broadcast in a month? 
A. Once 
B. Twice 
C. Four times 
D. Three times 
E. Five times 
 

Text 6 
                                                                              Cipinang. East 
Jakarta 13410 
Dear Sir or Madam, 
I rent a house from your agency in Cipinang Indah Boulevard and 
there is a problem with the stove. Two elements aren’t working 
and it is very difficult for me to cook a meal. 
This problem is urgent and I would appreciate if you could 
arrange to have the stove fixed immediately. 
                                                                             Yours faithfully, 
                                                                                                             
Tsabita S. 
12. The text above is written by Tsabita with the purpose of ….. 

A. Requesting for compensation 
B. Requesting some money 
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C. Requesting for ser vice 
D. Threatening the agency 
E. Warning the agency 

13. What problem did Tsabita have? 
A. She couldn’t cook 
B. She had to fix the stove herself 
C. She had a problem with the agency 
D. She had a problem with the stove 
E. She had a problem with the manager 

Text 7 
Estate Auction 
An auction for the estate of Martina Jovanovich has been set for 
Saturday, July 19, at 12:00 noon. (Preview starts at 10:00 a.m.) 
Location: The Jovanovich residence at 433 Walnut Drive, Some of the 
items to be auctioned: 

i. Home Queen Appliances 
ii. Oriental Carpets 

iii. Stamp collection 
iv. Hand-Carved Wooden Boxes, Dolls, and Utensils 
v. China Teacups from Colonial Britain 

vi. Antique Furnishings 
Parking three blocks south, in the Municipal Building Lot, at 119 
Walnut Drive. 
Questions? Please call Estate Planners Associates. 71565950 
The Jovanovich requests that you do not phone their home. 
 
14. What event is being advertised? 

A. A sale of the possessions of Martina Jovanovic. 
B. A fund-raising event at the Muncipal Building. 
C. A private viewing of museum pieces. 
D. A party for the Jovanovic family. 
E. A request for installing phone. 

15. The Jovanovich residence at 433 Walnut Drive. What does  
residence mean? 
A. House 
B. Store 
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C. Factory 
D. Company 
E. Supermarket 

16. If you have something to ask, who do you contact to? 
A. Phone her home 
B. Estate Planners Associates 
C. The estate of Martina Jovanovich 
D. The Municipal Building Lot, at 119 
E. The Jovanovich residence at 433 Walnut Drive 

 
Text 8 

To: Vice Principal,  
      Mr. Rony  
      At school 
Due to the flight cancellation, I wont be at the meeting 
tomorrow. Please lead it on behalf of me. Don’t forget 
to discuss the issue that we have faced in this school 
recently.  
Thank you 

17. The message above informs us about ..... 
A. The fight cancellation 
B. The absence of principal at the meeting 
C. The issue faced by the school recently 
D. The discussion of the issue at school led by Mr. Rony 
E. The duty for Mr. Rony in leading the meeting from his 
boss due to his absence 

18. “Please lead it on behalf of me.” 
It refers to a/an ..... 
A. School 
B. Issue 
C. Meeting 
D. Flight 
E. Cancellation 
 

Text 9 
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24 Clinton St Iowa City. IA. 122440.  
                                                                               February 2, 2008 
Dear Mr. and Mrs. Smith, 
 

Thank you very much for the great time at your house over 
spring vacation. It was terrific to get to spend a whole week with Kevin, 
and it's nice to know we're still best buddies even though he moved 
away. 

I especially liked going to the auto racing museum in Watkins 
Glen. Those old cars are really amazing, and I never would have seen 
them if you hadn’t  taken us there. 

Thanks again for a wonderful vacation. I hope Kevin can come 
and visit me next time. 
                                                                      Yours truly,  

Robby 
19. What is the writer's intention to write the letter? 

A. To go abroad                  B. To plan vacation                C. 
To make a friend 
D. To show gratitude               E. To find a package tour 

 
20. Where did the writer's spend his holidays? 

A. At his own house         B. At Kevin's house          C.  At 
Mr. Smith's house 
D. At Kevin's friend's house              E.  At Mr. Smith's 
friend's house 
 

21.  ' ... and it's nice to know we're still best buddies even though 
he moved  
       away.'  What does the underlined word mean? 
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      A. Friends      B. brothers          C. relatives       D. colleagues          
      E. employees   

 
22. Whom does the writer expect to come? 
      A. Kevin                                B. Mr. Smith              C. Mrs. 
Smith     
      D. Mr. and Mrs. Smith           E. Mr. Smith's family. 

 
23. 'It  was terrific to get to spend a whole week with Kevin,...' 
      The closest meaning of the underlined word is .... 
      A. Commonplace     B. Wonderful        C. Interesting          
      D. Satisfied            E. Good 

 
 

B. Reading the Whole Composition 
 

You should now be ready to read some longer selections 
for speed and comprehension. If you have done the previous 
exercise conscientiously, you should have acquired efficient 
reading habits which will allow you to read the following 
selections rapidly yet without loosing the meaning of what you 
are reading. Let us review once more some of principles of 
good reading which you have already had an opportunity to 
practice. 

 

1. Force  yourself  to  read  slightly  faster  than  seems 
comfortable. Rapid reading will actually help you to 
concentrate better on idea and the relations between ideas, 
for  you  will  not  have  time  to  concern  yourself  with 
individual words. 

 

2.  As you read, try to get a sense of the writer’s organization. 
Look for the central ideas, but do not neglect the supporting 
detail which the writer uses to reach his conclusions or 
support his argument. 

 

3.  Do not stop if you come to an unfamiliar word. Continue 
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your  reading,  and  it  is  very  likely  that  the  rest  of  the 
sentence (the “context”) will make the meaning of the new 
word clear to you. 

 

4.  Do  not  allow  yourself  to  go  back  and  reread  words  or 
phrases, start with the idea that you will comprehend 
everything the first time, and you will soon lose the habit of 
going back over parts of the material you have already read. 

 

The following reading selections are on very different 
subjects, but they are all at the same length- about 1000 words- 
and they are all of moderate difficulty. They represent typical 
kinds of material you might have to read in college courses, 

 
 

though they have been slightly simplified to enable you to read 
them fairly happily. 

 

In doing each exercise, time yourself carefully as you 
read  the  selection,  recording  your  time  on  the  line  marked 
TIME after the last line of the selection. Then go on to the 
Reading Comprehension Quiz that follows. 

 

Passage 1: Professor Agassiz and the Fish 
 

It was more than fifteen years ago that I entered the 
laboratory of Professor Agassiz and told him I had enrolled in 
the Scientific School as a student of natural history. He asked 
me a few questions about my purpose in coming, the manner in 
which I afterwards proposed to use the knowledge I might 
acquire, and finally whether I wished to study any special 
branch. To the last of these questions I replied that while I 
wished to obtain a sound knowledge of all aspects of zoology, I 
planned to devote myself especially to insects. 

 “When do you wish to begin?” he asked. 
“Now,” I replied. 

This  seemed  to  please  him,  and  with  a  quick  “very 
well!” he took down a huge jar of specimens in yellow alcohol. 
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“Take this fish,” he said, “and look at it; we call it a 
haemulon; after a while I will ask you what you have seen.” 

 

With that he left me, but in a moment returned with 
specific instructions as to the care of the object entrusted to me. 
“No man is fit to be a naturalist,” he said, “who doesn’t know 
how to take care of specimens.” 

 

I was to keep the fish before me in a tin tray and 
occasionally moisten the surface with alcohol from the jar, 
always taking care to replace the top and fasten it tightly. 

 

In ten minutes I had seen all that could be seen in that 
fish and started in search of the professor, who had, however, 
left the Museum, and when I returned, my specimen was dry all 
over. I dashed the fluid over the fish as if to receive the beast 
from a fainting attack and looked with anxiety for a return its 
normal appearance. This little excitement over, nothing was to 
be done but to return to a steady gaze at my silent companion. 
Half an hour passed- an hour-another hour; the fish began to 
look unpleasant, I turned it over and around; look at it in the 
face-horrible; from behind, beneath, above, sideways, at a three- 
quarters view- just as horrible. I was in despair; at an early hour 
I  decided that lunch was necessary; so with infinitive relief I 
carefully replaced the fish in the jar, and for an hour I was free 

 

 On my return, I learned that Professor Agassiz had been 
at the Museum but had gone and would not return for several 
hours. My fellow students were too busy to be disturbed by 
continued conversation. Slowly I drew forth that ugly fish and 
with a feeling of desperation again looked at it. I pushed my 
finger down its throat to feel how sharp the teeth were. I began 
to count the scales in the different rows, until I was convinced 
that was nonsense. At last a happy thought struck me: I would 
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draw the fish. And now with surprise I began to discover new 
features in the creature. Just then the professor returned 

“That is right,” he said; “a pencil is one of the best of 
eyes. I am glad to notice, too, that you keep your specimen wet 
and your bottle tightly closed.” With these encouraging words 
he added: “Well, what is it like?” 

 

He listened closely to my brief description of the 
structure of the parts whose names were still unknown to me. 
When I had finished, he waited as if expecting more, and then 
said continued more earnestly, “you haven’t seen one of the 
most obvious creatures of the animal, which is as the plainly 
before your eyes as the fish itself. Look again, look again!” And 
he left me to my mystery. 

 

Still more of that wretch fish! But now I set myself to 
my task with the greatest energy and discovered one new thing 
after another, until I saw how just the professor’s criticism had 
been. The afternoon passed quickly, and then, toward its close, 
the professor returned and inquired: “Do you see it now?” 

“No,” I replied, “but I see how little I saw before.” 
“That is encouraging,” he said earnestly, “but I won’t 

hear you now, put away your fish and go home; perhaps you 
will  be  ready  with  a  better  answer  in  the  morning.  I  will 
examine you before you look at the fish.” 

 

This was upsetting. Not only I must think of my fish all 
night,  studying,  without  the  object  before  me,  what  this 
unknown but most visible feature might be, but also without 
reviewing my discoveries I must give an exact account of them 
the next day. I had a bad memory; so I walked home by the 
Charles River in a confused state, with my two problems. 

 

The cordial greeting of the professor the next morning 
was comforting; here was a man who seemed to be quite as 
anxious as I that I should see for myself what he saw. 

“do you perhaps mean,” I asked “that the fish has 
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symmetrical sides with paired organs?” 
His pleased reply, “Of course, of course!” repaid the 

sleepless hours of the previous night. After he had talked with 
great enthusiasm for some time upon the importance of this 
point, I ventured to ask what I should do next. 

“Oh, look at your fish!” he said and left me again. A 
little more than an hour, he returned and heard my new account. 
“That is good, that is good!” he repeated, “but that is not all; go 
on.” And so for three long days he placed that fish before my 
eyes, forbidding me to look at anything else. “Look, look, look” 
was his repeated command. 

 
This was the best zoological lesson I ever had: a lesson 

whose influence has extended to the details of every later study, 
a gift the professor has left to me, as he has left it to many 
others, of the greatest value, which we could not buy, with 
which we cannot part. 

 
Reading Comprehension Quiz 
Directions: For each problem, put a check mark before the one 

correct answer. Do not look back at the reading 
selection in working these problems. 

 

1.  What kind of creatures did the  writer especially wish to 
study? 
a. birds                                    b. fish 
c. snakes                                 d. insects. 

 

2. What directions did the professor give connecting the bottle 
of alcohol? 
a. It had to be kept in a cool p-lace. 
b. It had to be kept tightly covered. 
c. It had to be kept out of the sun. 
d. It had to be kept completely full. 

 

3. What happened to the fish when the writer first left it while 
he looked for the professor? 
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a. It became very soft. 
b. It seemed to grow smaller. 
c. It became completely dry. 
d. It seemed to grow larger. 

 

4.   What  was  the  professor’s  reaction  to  the  writer’s  first 
description of the fish? 
a. disappointment 
b. amusement 
c. delight 
d. anger 

 
5. What happened when the writer began to draw the fish? 

a. He noticed many new things about it. 
b. He found that he was unable to make it look natural. 
c. He grew to hate it more and more. 
d. He became angry with the professor. 
 

6. How did the professor respond to the writer’s drawing? 
a. He didn’t like the picture. 
b. He praised the writer’s drawing ability. 
c. He approved of the idea of drawing the fish. 
d. He told the writer to use his eyes instead of the pencil. 

 

7. How did the professor refer to the pencil? 
a. As “unscientific tool.” 
b. As “one of the best of eyes.” 
c. As “the zoologist’s best fried.” 
d. As “a useless toy.” 

 

8. As he spent the afternoon with the fish, how did the writer 
come to feel about the professor? 
a. He couldn’t understand about the professor’s purpose. 
b. He felt that the professor’s method was cruel. 

 
c.  He  decided  to  take  all  his  zoology  work  with  the 

professor. 
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d. He saw that the professor’s criticism was just. 
 

9. What did the writer have to do at night. 
a. Take the fish home and study it. 
b. Make another drawing of the fish. 
c. Think about the fish without seeing it. 
d. Learn the scientific names for the parts of the fish. 

 

10. What obvious feature of the fish had the writer failed to 
notice? 
a. Its sharp teeth. 
b. Its unusual tail. 
c. Its arrangement of scale. 
d. Its symmetrical sides. 
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Passage 2:  Scandinavian Influence on the English 
Vocabulary 

 

 
In the year 787 began a series of events which were to 

have a great effect upon the history of the English language. For 
it was in that year, according to the records that have come 
down to us, that the Scandinavians made their first attack on the 
English coast. It is not known exactly why, after centuries of 
peace, the Scandinavians suddenly began their attacks on all the 
lands along the  North  Sea  and  the  Baltic.  But  in  the  eight 
century some development, perhaps economic and perhaps 
political, caused these people to leave their homes and seek 
adventure at sea. These daring sea-warriors are commonly 
known as Vikings, and the period of their great activity, 
commencing in the eight century and extending to the beginning 
of the eleventh, is popularly called the Viking Age. 

 

In the Viking attacks on England, three definite stages 
can be seen. The first, beginning in787 and continuing with 
some interruptions until about 850, consisted simply of brief 
attacks on the English coast for the purpose of seizing gold, 
silver, and other valuables, and of carrying away slaves. The 
early  raids  were  apparently the  work  of  small,  independent 
bends of men. 

 

The second stage, from about 850 to 878, was the work 
of large armies and ended in extensive Viking settlements in 
England. It began in 850 with the arrival of a great Viking fleet 
near London, the city itself being captured the following year. 
After seizing large areas of east, The Vikings proceeded to turn 
their attention to the south. The English king at this time was 
Alfred the Great. At first even the greatness of this king was 
insufficient to hold back the Viking armies, but in 878 Alfred, 
with fresh forces of men from the southern countries, suddenly 
attacked the Vikings and won an overwhelming victory. By the 
Treaty of Wedmore, signed by King Alfred and the leader of the 
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Vikings in 88, the Vikings agreed to withdraw to the north and 
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east  of  the  country-though  they  were  not  forced  to  leave 
England altogether. In addition, the Vikings agreed to accept 
Christianity as their religion. 

 

The third stage of the Scandinavian invasion of England 
covers the period fro 878 to 1042. The Treaty of Wedmore by 
no means put an end to England’s trouble with the Vikings. 
Periodically they  renewed  their  attacks  on  the  English,  but 
under Alfred, and later under his son and then his grandson, the 
English were  able  to  defend  their  lands  against  the  enemy. 
Then, at the end of the tenth country, a powerful Viking fleet 
under Olaf Tryggvason and his friends began strong new attacks 
near London. Olaf was soon joined by Svein, the King of 
Denmark. In 1014 Svein drove the King of England from the 
country and seized the throne. Upon his sudden death the same 
year, he was followed by his son, Cnut. Three years of fighting 
left Cnut the undisputed king of England, and for the next 
twenty-five years (until 1042) England was ruled by Danish 
kings. 

 

As a result of there events, large numbers of 
Scandinavians settled in England, becoming farmers and often 
marrying English woman. Some idea of their numbers may be 
gained from the fact that more than 1400 place in England still 
have Scandinaving names. Most of the new inhabitants were 
Danes, though there were also considerable Norwegian 
settlements, particularly in the northwest. 

 

With the gradual and peaceful union of Scandinavians 
and English, it was only natural that the two peoples would 
begin   to   borrow   words   from   each   other’s   language-the 
languages being quite similar to begin with. Indeed, because of 
this similarity it is often difficult to determine whether a 
particular word in Modern English in a native or a borrowed 
word. And if we expect to find that the borrowed Scandinavian 
words fall into any special classes, we shall be disappointed. 
For the civilization of the Danes was very much like that of the 
English themselves, and so the words that were borrowed by the 
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English tend to be of a simple, everyday character. Their varied 
nature can best be shown by a few examples. Among the nouns 
which English acquired from Scandinavian are birth, dirt, egg, 
guess, kid, seat, skin, sky, want, and window. The borrowed 
verbs include call, die, get, give, lift, rise, and take. 

 

Quite obviously the words in the above lists do not 
represent new objects and ideas which the English received 
from the Scandinavians. Rather, the Scandinavian and English 
words for these and many other everyday objects, actions, and 
ideas must have been used by side for a while, and the survival 
of one or the other of them in English must often have been a 
mere matter of chance. 

 

Altogether about nine hundred words in present-day 
Stand- are English are definitely known to have been borrowed 
from Scandinavian. And quite likely there are at least an equal 
number for which Scandinavian origin is probable or which 
show some Scandinavian influence. In addition, scholars tell us 
that thousands of Scandinavian words are still used in the 
everyday speech of the people who live in the north an east of 
England-words which have never entered the standard language 
but   which   have   been   handed   down   from   generation  in 
generation of England-speakers within certain regions of the 
country. 

 

As for the hundreds upon hundreds of Scandinavian 
personal names and place names which have been taken into 
English, it is not possible in this brief survey to do more than 
given a few examples. To illustrate the former, we may refer to 
personal names ending in –son, such as Johnson, Thompson, 
and Wilson. Such names, showing a typical Scandinavian 
formation, appear as far back as the records of late Old English 
times. In similar fashion, English place names ending in –by, 
such as  Derby and  Rugby, clearly come to us from 
Scandinavian,   where   the   ending   signified   a   town   or   a 
settlement. 
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Reading Comprehension Quiz 
 

Directions: For each problem, put a check mark before the one 
correct answer. Do not look back at the reading 
selection in working these problems. 

 

1. During what century did the Vikings make their first attacks 
upon England? 

a. the seventh b. the ninth 
c. the eighth d. the tenth 

 

2. How does the author describe the Vikings attacks of the 
second stage? 

a. they were carried out by small, independent bands of 
men 

b. they were intended to recapture the territories given to 
Alfred the Great. 

c.  they were the work  of large armies and ended in 
extensive settlements. 

d. they were brief raids for the purpose of seizing gold, 
silver, and slaves. 

 

3. Who won the battle that led to the Treaty of Wedmore? 
a. Olaf c. Alfred 
b. Svein d. Cnut 

 

4. For about how many years was England ruled by Danish 
kings? 

a. 15 c. 40 
b. 25 d. 55 

 

5. Which of the following pairs of kings were father and son? 
a. Alfred and Svein 
b. Olaf and Svein 
c. Svein and Cnut 
d. Alfred and Cnut 
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6. What kind of words, in general, did the English borrow from 
the Scandinavians? 

a. Words for new objects and ideas 
b. Words relating to war 
c. Literary words 
d. Simple, everyday words 

 

10. According to the writer, about how many words in present- 
day Standard English are definitely known to be 
Scandinavian borrowings? 

a. 500 c. 1200 
b. 900 d. 1500 

 

11. Which  one  of  the  following  place  names  clearly  shows 
Scandinavian influence, as discussed I the essay? 

a. Whitby c. Hampshire 
b. Winchester d. Hampton 

 

12. Which  one  of  the  following  personal  names  shows  “a 
typical Scandinavian formation” discussed in the essay? 

a. Browning c. Churchill 
b. Spenser d. Stevenson 

 

13. According to the essay, when did the Viking Age come to 
an end? 

a. During the first half of the eleventh country 
b. During the second half of the eleventh country 
c. During the first half of the twelfth country 
d. During the second half of the eleventh country 
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Lesson 8 
 

SCANNING 
Reading to Locate Specific Information  

 
Some times our purpose in reading is simply to locate the 

answers to some very specific questions. For example, in the 
preparation  of  a  research  paper  we  may  have  to  consult  a 
number of reference books in order to find particular names, 
dates, figures, or definitions. We shall certainly not want to read 
these books with the same care that we would devote to an 
assigned chapter in a class textbook. Instead, out method will be 
to run our eyes rapidly over the material until we come to the 
place where the author discusses the particular matter that 
concerns us. Here we shall decrease our reading speed and read 
with care until we locate the specific item of information that 
we need. We shall probably not continue beyond that point, for 
we shall have fulfilled our special reading purpose. 

 

The technique described above is called scanning, and, 
like other kinds of reading, it requires both special procedures 
and extensive practice if it is to become an efficient and 
automatic process. 

 

The method of efficient scanning may be briefly 
summarized as follows: 

 

1.  Begin  with  a  very  clear  understanding of  what  you  are 
looking for. Limit your search to one or, at most, two items 
of information at a time. 

 

2.  Decide in advance what form the information is likely to 
take. If it is a person’s name, you will want to look for 
initial capital letters. If it is the title of a book, you will be 
looking for italics. If it is a date, you will look for figures. 
And if it is the description of an event, the discussion of an 
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idea, the definition of a term, of the like, you should be 
looking for key words which would be likely to occur in 
such a description or discussion. For example, if you are 
reading a biography to find someone’s occupation, you 
should look for words like occupation, work, employment, 
livelihood, and so forth. 

 

3.  Pass quickly over all material that is not directly related to 
the information you seek. Do not allow your attention to be 
diverted from your specific task, for otherwise you will slow 
down your speed and are even apt to forget your original 
purpose. 

 
Now try to apply the above procedure in working the exercise 
that follow. 

 
a. Scanning Short Paragraph 
 

Directions: This exercise id designed to give you practice in 
scanning short passages of college-level English. 
You will be given five paragraphs from reference 
works, textbooks, and similar material. H paragraph 
is  preceded by a  very specific question together 
with five possible answers, only one of which is 
correct according to the paragraph. First read the 
question but do not bother to look at the five 
choices. When you have the question well in mind, 
scan  the  paragraph  rapidly  until  you  find  the 
answer. Then return to the five choices and put a 
check mark before the one which you have found to 
be correct. Work as rapidly and as accurately as 
you can. 
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Question one: 
 

Why is  Mary Outerbridge important in  the  history of  lawn 
tennis? 

 

(a) She invented it. 
(b) She gave it its name. 
(c) She introduced it to Bermuda. 
(d) She was the first American Champion. 
(e) She brought it to the United States. 

 
 
Paragraph one: 

 
Lawn tennis is a comparatively modern sport, being based 

upon  the  ancient  game  of  court  tennis,  which  probably 
originated  in  Egypt  or  Persia  some  2500  years  ago.  Major 
Walter Wingfield thought that something like court tennis could 
be played outdoors on lawns, and in December, 1873, he 
introduced his new game, which he called Sphairislike at a lawn 
party in Wales. The sport became popular very rapidly, but the 
strange awkward name disappeared almost at once. Being very 
simple and logical name “lawn tennis.”  By 1874 the game was 
being played by British soldiers in Bermuda, and in the early 
months of that year a young lady named Mary Outerbridge 
returned from Bermuda to New York, bringing with her the 
equipment necessary to play the new game. With the help of 
one of her brothers, she laid out a court on the grounds of the 
Staten Island Cricket and Baseball Club, and there, in the spring 
1874, Miss Outerbridge and some of her friends played the first 
game of the lawn tennis in the United States. And just two years 
later, in 1876, the first United States lawn tennis tournament 
was held-at Nahant near Boston. 
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Question two: 
 

When did Shakespeare buy his house in Stratford? 
(a) 1585 
(b) 1596 
(c) 1597 
(d) 1611 
(e) 1616 

 
 
 
Paragraph two: 

 

There has been much idle talk about Shakespeare’s married 
life. The simple facts are that he left his wife at Stratford (their 
son, Hamnet, died and was buried there in 1596 and there is no 
evidence that Anne ever joined him during his stay in London), 
that no children was born to them after 1585, that about 1611 he 
moved his wife and children into New Place, the fine house in 
Stratford that he had purchased in 1597, and that he joined them 
there and died in that house in 1616. 
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Question three: 
 

At what time of year does Louisiana have its minimum rainfall? 
(a) In winter. 
(b)  In spring. 
(c)  In summer. 
(d) In Autumn. 

(e) The rate remains constant throughout the year. 
 
 
 
 
Paragraph three: 

 

The   entire   state   of   Louisiana  is   within   a   damp, 
subtropical zone. The average annual temperature of the state is 
670  Fahrenheit, and monthly mean temperatures very from 520 

in January and December to 820 in July and August. The length 
of the growing seasons is usually between 220 and 250 days in 
the northern half of the state, and between 250 and 275 days in 
the southern half of the state. The annual rainfall of the state 
averages about fifty-five inches, with a minimum in autumn. In 
the southern half of the maximum is in the summer, with 
frequent heavy thunderstorms; in the northern half the winter 
and spring rains exceed those of summer. Cane sugar is the 
principal  product  of  the  delta  region;  rice  is  grown  in  the 
prairies of southwestern Louisiana, and near the coast such 
subtropical fruits as oranges, olives, figs, and grapefruit are 
grown. Outside of these areas, cotton is the principal crops. 
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Question four: 
 

What did Julius Caesar do to keep physicians in Rome? 
(a) He made them all Roman Citizens. 
(b) He paid them all large sums of money. 
(c) He made them all slaves. 
(d) He built fine hospitals for them. 
(e) He gave them all high social rank. 

 
 
 
Paragraph four: 

 

During  early  Roman  history  all  physicians  were  either 
slaves or representatives of lower Roman society. Medicine was 
a Greek science, and many Greek physicians, attracted by the 
prospect of great profits at the capital of the empire, migrated to 
Rome to establish their practice. As a consequence, many 
doctors were foreigners, and as such were considered in a very 
low position by the people of high social rank. Frequently, a 
wealthy Roman supplied one of his slaves with a medical 
education for the sake of convenience. Having one’s own 
physician was obviously an advantage not to be overlooked, and 
the slaves who had knowledge of the healing art commanded 
the highest prices in the Roman slave market. Recognizing the 
importance of the medical profession, however, Julius Caesar 
conferred citizenship on all who practiced medicine at Rome to 
make them more desirous of living in the city, and to induce 
others to  come on it.  Despite this encouragement, medicine 
never came to be considered the proper profession for the upper 
classes. 
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Question five: 
 

What was Walt Whitman’s occupation after he moved to New 
Orleans? 

(a) teacher 
(b) printer 
(c) bus driver 
(d) newspaper writer 
(e) sailor 

 
 
 
Paragraph five: 

 
Walt Whitman was born May 31, 1891, on Long Island, New 
York, of a family of workers. His ancestors had been mainly 
farmers, but his father turned carpenter and moved his family to 
Brooklyn, New York. Here the country child became a town 
boy. He roamed about the docks, explored the alleys, loved 
the sharp wood-smell of his father’s shop and the exciting noises 
of the street. At eleven young Whitman went to work as an 
errand boy. At twelve he learned to set the type, and at fourteen 
he went to work as a printer for a Long Island newspaper. For 
the next twenty years he earned a living as printer, reporter and 
occasional teacher. He wrote short and sentimental pieces, 
harmless verses, and undistinguished editorials  for   forgotten   
newspapers.  In   his   thirtieth   year Whitman left New York 
for New Orleans, to become a special writer on the staff of a 
newspaper. Then at thirty one, he ceased to write polite sketches 
and began to fashion a rough and spacious poetry. He exchanged 
his well-tailored suit for the clothes of a workman and 
associated with sailors, bus drivers, and other uneducated 
persons. He became aware of, and learned to love, the rich and 
powerful sounds of American Language. 
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Instead of scanning a paragraph or an article you usually scan : 
- a telephone book 
- an index in a text book 
- a list of movies in the newspaper 
- the ads in the newspaper 
- the pages of a dictionary 
 
 

 
Look at the following examples. 

 
b. Scanning a Newspaper Story 

 
Scan this news story to find the answers to these questions. Work fast. Ask your teacher or other 
students to tome you. 

 
1.  How many store damaged  died by the fire? 
2.  On what time  did the the fire start begin? 
3.  W h e r e  d i d  blaze   apparently starte?  
4.  W h a t  t i m e  d i d  t h e  b l a z e  declared under control? 
5. from which soure  was the news taken? 

 
 

THE NEW YORK TIMES 
 
14  Yonkers Store Damaged 
by Fire 
 
Special to The New York 
TimesYONKERS, Nov.  
four-alarm- fire damaged 14 
stores today  in the Cross  
County  Shopping Center.  
the largest shopping center in 
Westchester County. 
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Fire investigators said the 
blaze (fire) apparently started 
in a pile of cardboard cartons 
at the rear of a shoe store and 
spread through a utilities 
duct above the 13 other 
stores. The fire started at 
4:40P.M. and was declared 
under control at 6:14P.M. The 
center is on the Cross 
County Parkway at the Gov. 
Thomas E. Dewey Thruway. 
Two firefighters were treated 
at the scene for  minor cuts. 
Lieut. John Carey of the 
Yonkers Arson Squad said the  
cause of the  fire  was  under 
investigation. 

 
THE  BOSTON GLOBE 
Shuttle snares disabled satellite  
Crew wrestles 
orbiter aboard 
Associated Press 
SPACE CENTER. Houston - A 
free-flying astronaut snared an 
errant satellite in history's first 
space salvage yesterday,  then he 
and a fellow spacewalker wrestled  
it aboard Discovery after a failed 
brace prevented use of the shuttle's 
robot  arm. Make your own question  
"All right! We got it. We got it," 
called Dale according to the story . 
Gardner after he and Joe Allen 
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maneuvered the Palapa B2 satellite 
into the Discovery's cargo bay and 
secured it in place.  
Allen had held the satellite for more 
than 90 minutes as Gardner 
attached a locking frame on the 
can-shaped craft. The work 
required Gardner to tighten nine 
bolts and Allen was forced to rotate 
the craft by hand at Gardner's 
directions. 
"I can hold it wherever you want it, 
Dale," said Allen, grasping a rim at 
one end of the craft while Gardner 
worked at the other end to attach  
the locking frame. 

The  5-foot-6  Allen  was  heard  
to  gasp 

repeatedly as he strained against the 
inertia of the 21-by-7-foot 
cylindrical satellite, which weighs 
1200 pounds on Earth. Allen  
held the satellite while he, the 
orbiter and Discovery made one 
complete orbit of Earth. 
Several times Allen was cautioned 

by  
Commander Rick Hauk and pilot 
David Walker, watching from 
inside Discovery's cockpit, to keep 
the satellite from banging into the 
side of the shuttle. And each time 
Allen was able to move the satellite 
slightly. 
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Scanning a Newspaper Ad 

 

Scan the ad below to find the answers to these 

questions. Work very fast. 

 

1. Which computer has the lowest price? 

2. What do you get free with the Process     

     Partner? 

3. What is the name of the computer store? 

4. How many computer courses can you take at    

      DSI? 

5. Does the PaqComp run BIM Programs? 

6. What is the price of the Partner with 384K    

     memory? 

7. How many computer courses do the Proses      

   Patner have? 
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PROCESS-PARTNER 
Compatible system with 
built-in printer Plus 11500 
FREE software packages. 

Only$1879 
• 256K memory  

expandable to 
512K • 16 bit 8088 

microprocessor 
• 9"  Text & Graphics Display • 1 disk 

drive with 360K storage • RGB color interface  
• Parallel printer port • Serial port • 2 
expansion slots • Built in thermal printer • 1 Yr. 
Warranty 
FREE SOFTWARE PACKAGE • Word Wonder • 
Calcula 
• Rle, Report & Graph • G Basic • MS/DOS 2.1 
PARTNER 

• 384K Memory Only S2195 
• Plus 2nd Disk Drive 

INTRODUCING 
Computer 
Courses 

Hands-On training avaiable in over 40 COU"SeS covering 
• Intra to computers • Word Wr:rder • Multi-use • Basic • Syncto 
• Base Z • 6 hr. Day or Evening Courses 

PAQCOMP 
Only$199

5 
Unbeatable Quality & Compatibility • Runs 
thousands of BIM programs 
• 256K Memory • 1-360K Disk Drive 
• 9" High Resolution Text 
& Graphics display • 
Expansion slots • Printer 
Port • 
Color Port • MS DOS 2.1 
• G Basic 

J 

 

FDS•J data systems international 
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. 
 

                      Lesson 9                
         Guessing U n k n o w n  Words  
 

You do not always know  every  word  in a 
passage. But you can  often guess the  words you  do not  
know. You can  tell what kind  of word the  unknown 
word  must be. 

 
 

 
Example 
Read this passage. Then go back and guess a word to put  
in each  space. Work  with  another student. 
 
Henry had  a wonderful birthday. His girl----1--- bought him  
a new   watch. His brother---2----  sister gave him  a party. 
Henry's mother –3-- a special chocolate birthday cake, and  
all of Henry's good—4-- came to his  house. –5--- danced  
all  night. Henry really ---6--- his party.   
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Exercise 1 

Read  these  sentences. The  missing words are  all  nouns. Write  

the best  word  for each  space. The  Answer Key is on  page  

260. 

book  boots  bus  coat  window 

 

1.  Sara put  on  her  because she  was  cold. 

2.  Roy forgot  his  so  his feet  got  wet  in the  rain. 

3.  The  teacher told  us  to read  the  for homework. 

4.  My school is far  away. so I have  to take  a   _ 

5.  Tom did not close the  , so the room was very cold. 
 

 
 
 

Exercise 2 

Read these sentences. The missing words are all verbs. Write the 

best word  for each  space. 
 

plays     runs     likes  cooks    calls 

1.  When  Henry is late  for school. he   all  the  way. 

2. Bill's  mother   his  breakfast every  morning. 

3 . Dr. Diamond to go fishing. 

4 . Sometimes Jane is  homesick, so  she-----her mother in London. 

5 . Liz takes piano lessons. and  she    very  well. 
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Exercise 4 
Read  this  passage. Some words are   missing. After  you  read   
 
 the passage,  write the best word on the line to the right.  
 
Here are the miss- ing  words: 

year
to 

they 
teacher 

but 
find 

not 
wrote 

something  
is 

By the  time  Helen was six ----1--- old, her  parents were  very 
 

unhappy.  ---2--- knew   that  Helen  was  very  smart.  - - - -3- -- - -  
  

 

they  could  not  teach  her.  They did----4-- know what to do. But 
 

 

they  knew  they  had  to do --5-- 
When   Helen  was  seven, they   decided ---6--- find  help  for 

 
 

Helen.  They  wrote to Michael  Anagnos, a ---7--- in Boston. They 
 

 
asked him  to ---8--- a  teacher for  Helen.  He ----9--- to  them 

 

and   said: "I  know   --10--good teacher for  Helen.   Her  name   
 

 
------11---- Annie  Sullivan. I will send  her  to you." 
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                 CHAPTER   10 

UNDERSTANDING THE MAIN IDEA 

 

A MAIN IDEA is the author’s controlling point about  the topic.  

In other words, the point the author is trying to   

 make in the reading passage is the main idea. 

It usually includes the topic and the author’s     

 attitude or opinion about the topic.  

 

To Identify the Main Idea , ask yourself  

WHO or WHAT is the paragraph or reading selection about? 

      The answer is the topic. 

       The topic can be stated in just a few words.   

 

MAIN IDEA 

What is the author’s controlling point about the 

                  topic? 

 

The answer is the main idea.                        
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The main idea is stated in one sentence.  

Consider those questions as you read the following. . . 

• The context of communication influences what you say and how you say it.  You communicate differently depending on the context you’re in.  The 
communication context consists of at least four aspects.  They physical context refers to the tangible environment, the room, park, or auditorium; you 
don’t talk the same way at a noisy football game as you do at a quiet funeral.  The cultural context refers to lifestyles, beliefs, values, behavior, and 
communication of a group; it is the rules of a group of people for considering something is right or wrong.  The social psychological context refers to 
the status relationships among speakers, the formality of the situation; you don’t talk the same way in the cafeteria as you would at a formal dinner at 
your boss’s house.  The temporal context refers to the position in which a message fits into a sequence of events; you don’t talk the same way after 
someone tells of the death of a close relative as you do after someone tells of winning the lottery. 

 

a. Who or what is the paragraph about? 
          “the communication context”  

b. What is the point the author is trying to make? 
         “that is consists of at least 4 aspects” 

         Putting the topic and the author’s point together you get. . .  

           The communication context consists of at least 4 aspects.     

 

THE TOPIC  

 

Social psychologists have found that almost everyone gossips.  Male or female, young or old, blue-collar or professional, humans love to talk about one 
another.  All too often, such gossip is viewed as a frivolous waste of time.  However, it actually serves several important functions in the human community.  
For one thing, gossip is a form of networking.  Talking with our friends and coworkers about each other is our most effective means of keeping track of the 
ever changing social dynamic.  It tells us who is in, who is out, and who can help us climb the social or professional ladder.  A second function of gossip is the 
building of influence.  When we engage in gossip, we are able to shape people’s opinions of ourselves.  We tell stories that show ourselves in a good light—
wise, compassionate, insightful, clever.  And when we listen sympathetically to the gossip of other people, they perceive us as warm and likable.  A final and 
very powerful function of gossip is the creating of social alliances.  There are few quicker ways to form a bond with another person than to share private 
information with him or her.  The words “I wouldn’t tell most people this, but . . .” instantly interest and flatter the listener.  To talk about a third party, 
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especially in a critical way, creates a bond with our listener and gives a feeling of shared superiority. 

 

 

 

What is the topic? 

 

• Social psychologists have found that almost everyone gossips.  Male or female, young or old, blue-collar or professional, humans love to talk about one 
another.  All too often, such gossip is viewed as a frivolous waste of time.  However, it actually serves several important functions in the human 
community.  For one thing, gossip is a form of networking.  Talking with our friends and coworkers about each other is our most effective means of 
keeping track of the ever changing social dynamic.  It tells us who is in, who is out, and who can help us climb the social or professional ladder.  A 
second function of gossip is the building of influence.  When we engage in gossip, we are able to shape people’s opinions of ourselves.  We tell stories 
that show ourselves in a good light—wise, compassionate, insightful, clever.  And when we listen sympathetically to the gossip of other people, they 
perceive us as warm and likable.  A final and very powerful function of gossip is the creating of social alliances.  There are few quicker ways to form a 
bond with another person than to share private information with him or her.  The words “I wouldn’t tell most people this, but . . .” instantly interest and 
flatter the listener.  To talk about a third party, especially in a critical way, creates a bond with our listener and gives a feeling of shared superiority. 

 

What is the point the author is trying to make? 

 

• Social psychologists have found that almost everyone gossips.  Male or female, young or old, blue-collar or professional, humans love to talk about one 
another.  All too often, such gossip is viewed as a frivolous waste of time.  However, it actually serves several important functions in the human 
community.  For one thing, gossip is a form of networking.  Talking with our friends and coworkers about each other is our most effective means of 
keeping track of the ever changing social dynamic.  It tells us who is in, who is out, and who can help us climb the social or professional ladder.  A 
second function of gossip is the building of influence.  When we engage in gossip, we are able to shape people’s opinions of ourselves.  We tell stories 
that show ourselves in a good light—wise, compassionate, insightful, clever.  And when we listen sympathetically to the gossip of other people, they 
perceive us as warm and likable.  A final and very powerful function of gossip is the creating of social alliances.  There are few quicker ways to form a 
bond with another person than to share private information with him or her.  The words “I wouldn’t tell most people this, but . . .” instantly interest and 
flatter the listener.  To talk about a third party, especially in a critical way, creates a bond with our listener and gives a feeling of shared superiority. 
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The point is this: 

• Social psychologists have found that almost everyone gossips.  Male or female, young or old, blue-collar or professional, humans love to talk about one 
another.  All too often, such gossip is viewed as a frivolous waste of time.  However, it actually serves several important functions in the human 
community.  For one thing, gossip is a form of networking.  Talking with our friends and coworkers about each other is our most effective means of 
keeping track of the ever changing social dynamic.  It tells us who is in, who is out, and who can help us climb the social or professional ladder.  A 
second function of gossip is the building of influence.  When we engage in gossip, we are able to shape people’s opinions of ourselves.  We tell stories 
that show ourselves in a good light—wise, compassionate, insightful, clever.  And when we listen sympathetically to the gossip of other people, they 
perceive us as warm and likable.  A final and very powerful function of gossip is the creating of social alliances.  There are few quicker ways to form a 
bond with another person than to share private information with him or her.  The words “I wouldn’t tell most people this, but . . .” instantly interest and 
flatter the listener.  To talk about a third party, especially in a critical way, creates a bond with our listener and gives a feeling of shared superiority. 
 

               gossip serves several important  functions in the human      

             community  

 

and the Main Idea goes to 

• Social psychologists have found that almost everyone gossips.  Male or female, young or old, blue-collar or professional, humans love to talk about one 
another.  All too often, such gossip is viewed as a frivolous waste of time.  However, it actually serves several important functions in the human 
community.  For one thing, gossip is a form of networking.  Talking with our friends and coworkers about each other is our most effective means of 
keeping track of the ever changing social dynamic.  It tells us who is in, who is out, and who can help us climb the social or professional ladder.  A 
second function of gossip is the building of influence.  When we engage in gossip, we are able to shape people’s opinions of ourselves.  We tell stories 
that show ourselves in a good light—wise, compassionate, insightful, clever.  And when we listen sympathetically to the gossip of other people, they 
perceive us as warm and likable.  A final and very powerful function of gossip is the creating of social alliances.  There are few quicker ways to form a 
bond with another person than to share private information with him or her.  The words “I wouldn’t tell most people this, but . . .” instantly interest and 
flatter the listener.  To talk about a third party, especially in a critical way, creates a bond with our listener and gives a feeling of shared superiority. 
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CHAPTER  11 

INFERRING 

 

To inference is to take a critical look at what you are reading and make an assumption based on your own experiences. 

1. Inference -vs- Opinion 
 Opinion - what you think about a text.  This is based on your experiences and understanding. 
 Inference - figuring out what the author thinks of a topic.  It is based on the information the author gives you as well as your own personal 

understanding. 
Educated guess not just an opinion 

Example 

 Snow White 
 Evidence that the witch is an antagonist, a bad character 

 Poisonous apple, evil plans for Snow White, wears black, wants to be the “fairest”, goes nuts when she is not the “fairest.” 
 If I think that all people who wear black are bad, I am expressing an opinion.  It is not based on fact. 

 

2. Inference -vs- Assumption 
 An assumption is an inference not based on facts in the text.  It is a random inference.  It is not consider the clues or information the author gives. 
 An inference is a based on the evidence from the text and, to a lesser extent, on your background knowledge. 
 Too many novice readers base inferences totally on what they know and ignore the author’s information.   
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Example 

 When reading the story about the professor offering a B for not taking the test you assumed, 
 The B was a good deal 
 How lucky the students were 
 How stupid those students who remained to take the test really were 

• This was not based on clues given by the author.  It was an assumption based on your personal experience. 
 

3. Inference -vs- Prediction 
 A predication is a specific type of inference.  Making a prediction infers what will happen next based on what has already happened.  Think: “What am 

I reading to find out?” 
 Predications need to be adjusted based on what does happen. Too many readers make outlandish predictions based on “what could happen.” These are 

not wise predication. 
 Predications need to be confirmed to help your reading.   

 

Examples of Logical Predictions Based on Text. 

 If there is a question, predict you find an answer. 
 If there is a subheading, predict there will be information about that topic. 
 If “therefore” is used the author is telling you his or her conclusion.  Pay attention to it. 

 

Examples of Logical Predictions Based on Text. 

 Signal Words: 
 “for example” “such as” 
 “for instance” “in fact” 
 “to illustrate this point” 

 You should predict that the paragraphs that follow will illustrate the main idea of a section.  An example will follow. 
 

Examples of Logical Predictions Based on Text. 

 Signal Words: 
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 “in other words” “that is” 
 “consists of”  “means” 

 A restatement of a definition or explanation in simpler language will be made. 
 Signal Words: 

 “just as”  “likewise” 
 “also”   “just like” 
 “similarly”  “in the same way” 
 “moreover”  “furthermore” 

 A continuation or comparison of an earlier idea will be continued. 
 Signal Words: 

 “however”  “but” 
 “whereas”  “on the other hand” 
 “in contrast”  “in comparison” 
 “yet” 

 A difference or unexpected outcome is about to be presented 
 

 

KINDS OF INFERRING METHOD 

 

Inferring - Method 1 
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Inferring Method 2 

                                                                        

                                                                    Think about what you know 

Think about evidence 

 

 

 
 

                                          Inference 
make it a logical 
   connection  
between th 

When do we use inferencing? 

While we are reading, we are picturing the story and asking ourselves questions about the story 

 

Take a look at this cartoon: 
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First let’s consider Lucy. 

 

a. What do we see? 
      By reading the picture, we can see how the author  
      drew her 
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     We  can infer that Lucy is   Angry. 

b. What do we read?  

               

We read that Lucy sighs and then says “Youth never listens.”  

 

c. What do we know?  
  

                       

 

We know that Lucy is a “youth”. We also know that when someone says that someone else “never listens,” It’s an insult. 

 

Because Lucy wouldn’t want to insult herself, we  can infer that Lucy thinks she is more          Mature  
than Linus and Snoopy. 

What can you infer from this picture? 
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Right… 
 We  can infer that these girls are friends because they are smiling and walking together. 

 

Yes…  
We can also infer that they are shopping because they are in a mall and are carrying bags. 

 

Exp: 
 
What can we infer from this passage? 
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She stumbled down the road, not sure what made her car veer like that.  The water was running down her face and dripping off her hair. She suddenly saw the 
lights of another car.  She was sure they would be able to help her. 

Can you infer what just happened to the woman? 

              
Can you infer the setting? 
…………………………………………………………. 
………………………………………………………….. 
…………………………………………………………. 
 

Good readers visualize, question,  

and make judgments about what they read 

Don’t fly blind, be a good reader! 

SELECTING THE BETTER INFERENCE 

 

Directions: For each passage, choose the inference that more effectively sums up the main idea. Then hit the Submit button. You will receive a score and find explanations in 
boxes to the right of the choices. 

Note: You may be unfamiliar with the following words. Try to use the context in which they appear to remember what they mean. 

Paragraph 1: Buffoon: Fool 
Segregationists: people who believe that different races should be strictly separated 

Paragraph 3: Docile: Obedient, unquestioning 
Severed:Cut 



READING  I  MODULE 

 

Paragraph 5: Purported: Claimed 

1. Thanks to his dashing good looks, ready wit, and gorgeous wife, it 
was fairly easy for John F. Kennedy to win the American public’s 
heart and be remembered as a hero. In contrast, his successor Lyndon 
Baines Johnson is often remembered as something of a buffoon. 
Johnson’s hangdog face and crude manner made him seem slightly 
ridiculous in the role of president. Yet it was Johnson who pushed 
through the civil rights legislation that guaranteed equality to all 
people regardless of color. It was Johnson who fought for legislation 
that guaranteed medical care for those who could not afford it. And it 
was Lyndon Baines Johnson, he of the doggy face and slightly oily 
manner, who did what no other president before had dared to do: He 
put an African-American on the Supreme Court. While John F. 
Kennedy had feared the wrath of segregationists and hesitated before 
giving black civil rights lawyer Thurgood Marshall a seat on the 
Federal Appeals Court, Johnson paid the segregationists no mind. On 
June 13, 1967, he nominated Marshall to become a member of the 
highest court in the land. 

 Implied main idea: 
 

 a. No matter what he did, Lyndon Baines Johnson was not taken 
seriously as a civil rights leader. 

. 
 

  b. The achievements of Lyndon Baines Johnson have not always earned 
the respect they deserve.  
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2. Sir Isaac Newton formulated the law of universal gravitation, which 
says that two things exert a gravitational force or pull on one another 
and that the power of that force is related to the mass of each object 
and the distance between them. Sixteen years after Newton 
formulated his theory, he claimed that it was inspired by a piece of 
fruit. According to Newton, he got the idea from watching an apple 
fall from a tree in his yard. When Newton told the apple story, even 
his admirers dismissed it as the ramblings of an old man. Still, that 
disbelief didn’t stop the story from circulating. With the passage of 
time, Newton’s tale got an additional twist. According to the revised 
version, Newton discovered the law of gravity when an apple fell and 
hit him on the head as he dozed under a tree. Although this version 
also makes a good story, there’s no evidence that it really happened 
either. 

 Implied main idea: 
 

 a. Always an odd man, Sir Isaac Newton was giving to telling lies as 
he got older, and he made some very bizarre claims about the source 
of his scientific discoveries. 

 

 

 b. There may not be any truth in the notion that a falling apple 
inspired Sir Isaac Newton to formulate the law of universal 
gravitation.  
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3. Before the Civil War, slave holders consciously destroyed families in 
an effort to keep their slaves lacking in kinship and therefor more 
docile. Thus mothers would be separated from children, sisters from 
brothers, and husbands from wives. But interviews with former 
slaves conducted in the nineteen thirties by members of the Federal 
Writers Project reveal that this conscious strategy of family 
destruction did not always have the desired effect. In the slave 
community, adults took responsibility for children in general. Thus 
children could count on being cared for even if their parents suddenly 
disappeared. Similarly, older children took care of younger children, 
whether or not a blood relationship existed between them. Letters 
and records discovered by the historian Herbert Gutman (The Black 
Family in Slavery and Freedom) also show that slaves sometimes 
managed to keep in touch with family members long after they had 
been sold. In one case, Gutman quotes a letter from a mother writing 
to a son whom she had not seen for twenty years. Time had not 
severed the bonds of maternal love, as she wrote: "I love you 
Cato...you are my only son." 

 Implied main idea: 
 

 a. Although slave holders consciously tried to destroy slave 
families in an effort to maintain control, members of the 
slave community found ways to maintain and keep alive 
family ties. 

 

 

 b. The Federal Writers Project documented the horrendous 
practice of family destruction consciously carried out by 
slave holders in an effort to keep their slaves feeling both 
rootless and powerless. 
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4. When Branch Rickey, general manager of the Brooklyn Dodgers, 
signed Jackie Robinson to be the first player to integrate baseball’s 
all-white major leagues, several team members signed a petition 
against Robinson’s entry. There were also rumors that the St. Louis 
Cardinals would boycott their series with the Dodgers if Robinson 
played. Robinson himself said that spring training was a nightmare. 
Some players turned their backs when he entered the locker room or 
refused to shake his hand. Not only did opposing team members try 
to spike Robinson as he ran the bases, but he also received death 
threats warning that he wouldn’t survive his first game. Unfazed, 
Robinson batted.297 in his first season. He was also named Rookie 
of the Year and led his team to the World Series. 

 Implied main idea: 
 

 a. Branch Rickey seriously underestimated racism in the 
major leagues when he chose Jackie Robinson to be the first 
black player to play in the leagues. 

 

 

 b. Although Jackie Robinson had to face racist threats and 
insults when he became a Dodger, he refused to be 
intimidated; instead he played baseball like the champion he 
was. 
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5. When the first volume of Dr. Alfred Kinsey’s research Sexual Behavior 
in the Human Male appeared in 1948, it purported to investigate the 
sexual life history of the average male. Almost instantly, the book 
became a best seller and the subject of widespread controversy. Many 
people were shocked by Kinsey’s work because it suggested, among 
other things, that adultery among married men was quite common. It also 
implied that homosexuality was much more widespread than most 
suspected. Kinsey’s research shocked the American public because it 
claimed to describe males in general, yet we now know that it focused 
mainly on middle class, white, college-educated Midwesterners. Some of 
his subjects were also prisoners and sex offenders, and there was no way 
of testing the truth or falsity of their claims. In addition, sex researchers 
now acknowledge that subjects willing to report on the intimate details 
of their sex lives are not necessarily representative of the general 
population. 

 Implied main idea: 
 

 a. Alfred Kinsey’s research may not accurately represent the 
sexual experience of the average American male. 

 
 

 b. When Alfred Kinsey published his book Sexual Behavior in the 
Human Male, he was totally unprepared for the storm of outrage 
that followed the book’s publication  

  

Drawing Inferences About Implied Main Ideas 

Directions: Choose the appropriate button to identify the main idea 
implied in the paragraph. 

Note: Words shown in purple appear in chapters 1-4. Let the cursor 
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rest on the words to bring up a short definition. 

 

1. Throughout his lifetime, the sixteenth-century explorer Francis 
Drake (1518-1585) was fierce in his hatred of both Spain and the 
Catholic religion. Like every other Englishman of the time, Drake 
knew that Spain's ruler Philip II was determined to replace British 
Protestantism with his own brand of aggressive and intolerant 
Catholicism. But the British would have none of it, and no one was 
more aggressively anti-Catholic or anti-Spain than Captain Francis 
Drake. In 1568, Drake had been on board a ship forced by bad 
weather into port at the Caribbean island of San Juan de Ulua. The 
island was under Spanish control, and in due time a Spanish fleet 
arrived. Anxious to avoid trouble, Drake's admiral asked 
permission to remain in port until his ship was repaired and ready 
to sail. Permission was given by Spanish officials. Or so it seemed. 
When the British were peacefully making repairs and feeling safe 
from harm, sailors on the Spanish fleet opened fire. Drake 
managed to escape with his ship but four other British ships were 
destroyed, and only fifty out of four hundred men escaped with 
their lives. As if that weren't enough to fuel his hatred, Drake also 
knew many stories like that of a former shipmate, Morgan Gilbert. 
Gilbert was taken by the Spanish when his ship was confiscated. 
Like many other British sailors unlucky enough to fall into Spanish 
hands, Gilbert received two hundred lashes with a rawhide whip 
and was sentenced to twenty years at hard labor for being a heretic, 
or nonbeliever, in the Catholic faith. 

 Implied main idea: 
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 a. Francis Drake was like most Englishmen of the time: He 
hated the Spanish on principle, simply because they weren't 
British. 

 

 

 b. The sea captain and explorer Francis Drake was famous 
for hisirrational hatred of all things Spanish.  

 c. Francis Drake's hatred of Spain and Catholicism was 
mainly the result of bad personal experience.  
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2. In the summer of 1497, the Portuguese explorer Vasco da Gama 
(1460-1524) set sail for India, hoping to find a route that would 
give Portugal control over the lucrative spice trade. He returned 
twenty-six months later, with only half of his fleet and a third of 
his crew. But that mattered little to the Portuguese public or their 
king. For all of Portugal, only one thing mattered: da Gama had 
made it to India, a country brimming with gold, gems, and spices. 
He was a hero, whose name was on everyone's lips. Da Gama's 
success was not lost on a teenage boy named Ferdinand Magellan 
(1480-1521), who yearned to win similar glory for himself. Unlike 
da Gama, though, Magellan could not advance himself in his 
homeland of Portugal, so he set off for Spain, anxious to convince 
the Spanish king that Spain could find its own route to India and 
the "spice Islands" of Asia. After finding a sponsor among 
international bankers, Magellan set sail on 1519, only to find the 
voyage harder and longer than he ever imagined. Then his men, 
mistrustful of a foreigner to begin with, mutinied. Although 
Magellan defeated the plot to wrest control from him, it was more 
than a year before he discovered the Straits of Magellan that now 
bear his name. Jubilant that he had the new route to India he had 
promised his benefactors, Magellan could not know that he was not 
to return to Spain a hero like Da Gama. He died on April 27, 1521 
from multiple wounds received when he recklessly decided to 
interfere in warfare between two hostile Pacific island chieftains. 

 Implied main idea: 
 

 a. Although Ferdinand Magellan achieved his goal of finding a 
new route to India, he died before he could enjoy the honors given 
his hero Vasco da Gama. 
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 b. Ferdinand Magellan's reckless nature brought him success; it 
also brought him death.  

 c. Although Vasco da Gama was his hero, Ferdinand Magellan 
never became as famous as the older Portuguese explorer.  

 

 
3. For more than forty years, the Bermuda Triangle has been considered 

a place of mystery and danger. Bounded by Miami, Puerto Rico, and 
Bermuda, the Bermuda Triangle has also been called the "Devil's 
Triangle" due to its allegedly dark powers. According to oft-repeated 
stories, those who ventured into the triangle were never seen or heard 
from again. This legend began with a 1964 article 
inArgosy magazine. The article described how five military airplanes 
had set out on a training mission, flown over the Bermuda Triangle, 
and vanished. The cause of the planes' disappearance was considered 
inexplicable. Following the Argosy article, the mystery of the 
Bermuda Triangle was taken up by several other magazines. All of 
them basically repeated the same point: The Bermuda Triangle was a 
dangerous place. Since nobody did any additional research into the 
planes' disappearance, it wasn't long before a legend was born. Turns 
out, when someone did do the research, there were a lot of practical 
reasons why the planes could have vanished. The leader of the 
mission was ill, and there was little up-to-date navigational 
equipment on board. The fuel supply was inadequate, and the crew 
members inexperienced. Any one of these factors alone could have 
accounted for the planes' mysterious disappearance without the 
Bermuda Triangle playing any role. 

 Implied main idea: 
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 a. Argosy made up the story about the Bermuda Triangle in 
order to sell copies of the magazine. 

 
 

 b. The five planes mentioned in the Argosy article vanished 
because the fuel ran out; there was no mystery involved.  

 c. There's no solid evidence for the claim that the Bermuda 
Triangle has mysterious and deadly powers.  

 

 
4. The very name of our country, the United States of America, suggests 

both unity and division. To the modern citizen, it is the unity that 
counts, with Americans generally thinking of themselves living in one 
country divided mainly by geography. But there was a time when many 
Americans thought in distinctly different terms. In 1774 when John 
Adams spoke of "our country," he meant Massachusetts. Even Thomas 
Jefferson took a while to move beyond his own region of birth and in 
his early years, "my country" usually meant Virginia to him. Consider, 
too, the original heading for the Declaration of Independence, which 
was described as "The Unanimous Declaration of the Thirteen United 
States of America." As Daniel Boorstein has written in The Americans, 
"An unsuspecting historian a thousand years hence might assume...that 
the Declaration brought into being thirteen new and separate 
nations...." In 1787, Oliver Ellsworth of Connecticut participated in 
making plans for a federal government that would have power over the 
entire country. However, his words suggest that his head and heart 
were at war with each other. Like many others, Ellsworth knew that the 
states should strive for unity. Yet for him, it was his home state that 
inspired the strongest patriotic feeling, as he publicly declared "my 
happiness depends as much on the existence of my state government, 
as a new-born infant depends upon its mother for nourishment." 
Ellsworth was not alone in those sentiments. 
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 Implied main idea: 
 

 a. In the eighteenth century, some of the most famous men in 
politics could not bring themselves to support a federal 
government limiting states' rights. 

 

 

 b. Early in the history of the United States, many Americans 
were more devoted to their own home states than to any notion 
of a common country. 

 

 c. After the Civil War, Americans began to abandon the notion 
of states' rights in favor of uniting under a federal government.  
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5. During a publicity tour for his best-selling novel The Da Vinci Code, 
author Dan Brown insisted the characters and plot of the novel were 
pure fiction. But according to Brown, the information about secret 
rituals and ancient documents was factually based. His critics, 
however, beg to differ. For instance, Brown claims in the novel that 
Christians viewed Jesus as a mere mortal until 325 A.D., at which 
point the Roman emperor Constantine turned Jesus into a god. Larry 
Hurtado of Scotland's University of Edinburgh says this is nonsense. 
Hurtado's book Lord Jesus Christ examines the first century A.D. 
belief in Jesus as a god, and Hurtado insists that Brown's chain of 
events is all wrong. In Brown's book, perhaps the most controversial 
"fact" is the description of Jesus's marriage to Mary Magdalene. Harold 
Attridge, the Dean of Yale's Divinity School, insists that the marriage 
is pure fiction and says more about the American need to sexualize 
every experience than it does about what really happened. Ben 
Witherington, who writes and lectures on religious topics, has 
developed an entire series of lectures that revolves around the errors in 
Brown's book. Brown, however, doesn't seem concerned. He is quoted 
as saying "It's a book about big ideas, you can love them or you can 
hate them. But we're all talking about them, and that's really the point." 
(Source of Information: Richard N. Ostling. "The Movie Due, the 'Da 
Vinci' Debate Persists." http://news.yahoo.com/s/ap/20060429) 

 Implied main idea: 
 

 a. Although it doesn't seem to disturb author Dan Brown, some 
religious experts have serious doubts about his claims that the 
history in his book The Da Vinci Code is based on fact. 

 

 

 b. Dan Brown, the author of The Da Vinci Code, has an agenda; 
he wants to undermine Christians' belief in Jesus.  

 c. All of the criticism of The Da Vinci Code can be traced to the jealousy other writers feel toward the book's extraordinary success.  
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Lesson 12 
First with the News 

 
 
Sometimes it’s fun to be first with the news. Here is a story 
about a student who wants to be the first to tell something. 
Read the story and see if he is. 

 
It is 9:00 on a cold, windy morning in Late December. 

Otto Fox and his students are in their classroom at the English 
Learning Center. Outside the wind is blowing, and the sky is 
gray. 

George isn’t doing his work. He’s looking out the 
window. It’s beginning to snow. George is excited. He wants 
to tell Mr. Fox and the other students about the snow. All the 
students in this class are from warm places. It never snows in 
their countries. Everyone wants to see snow, and George 
wants to be the first with the news. 

George has a problem. He doesn’t remember the 
English word for snow. George gets out his bilingual 
dictionary, and he looks for the word in his own language. 
He’s nervous. He looks at the other students. He wants to be 
the first. He’s thinking. “Please don’t look out the window. 
Please don’t see the snow.” At last George finds the word. 
It’s “SNOW.” George is ready to say the magic word. He 
opens his mouth 

“Look, it’s beginning to snow,” says Mr. Fox. The 
students all turn and look out the window. 

George closes his mouth. He thinks, “I hate snow!” 
 
 
What’s in the 
Story? 

 
Answer these questions about “First with the news.” Use 
complete sentences and write on your own paper. You can find 
the answers in the story. 
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1.  What month is it? 

2.  What is the weather like? 

3.  Who is Otto Fox? 

4.  Who is George? 

5.  George looks out of the window. What does he see? 

6.  Where d the students in the classroom from? 

7.  What is George’s problem? 

8.  What book helps George? 

9.  Who says, “It’s beginning to snow”? 
 

 

 

What do you think? 

 

Answer these questions. Use the story and your own idea. Write on 

your own paper. 

 

1.  What season is it? How do you know? 

2.  Is George a good student? Why or why not? 

3.  Why does  George  need  to  know  the  word  for  snow  in 

English? 

4.  What language does George Speak? Does the story tell you? 

5.  Does George really hate snow? Explain your answer. 

6. 
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What Happens First? 

 

Sequence is the order in which things happen. When you 

complete a sequence exercise, you show what happened first, what 

happened next, and so on. Here are some sequence exercises. 
 

 

A.  How well do you remember “First with the News”? On your 

paper, write the sentences in the order in which they 

happened. 

a.   George sees the snow. 

b.  Mr. Fox tells the class about the snow. 
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c.   George looks out the window. 

d.  George looks in his dictionary. 

e.   George isn’t doing his work. 
 

 

B.  Here are activities you and your friends do often. Think 

about how you do them. On your paper, write the sentences 

in the correct sequence. 

Giving a Party 

a.   Clean up after the party. 

b.  Prepare the food. 

c.   Decide whom to invite. 

d.  Invite people. 

e.   Everyone has a good time. 

f. Decide to have a party. 

g.   Buy the food. 

 
Buying Cloths 

a.   Try it on. 

b.  Decide to buy it. 

c.   Take it home. 

d.  Go to the store. 

e.   Pay for it. 

f. Look in the mirror. 
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g.   Find something you like. 

 
Sending a Letter 

a.   Write the letter. 

b.  Put the stamp on the envelope. 

c.   Write the address. 

d.  Walk to the mailbox. 

e.   Get a pen and a paper. 

f. Drop the letter in the mailbox. 

g.   Put the letter in an envelope. 

 
Taking Shower 

 

a.   Turn on the water. 

b.  Get out of the shower. 

c.   Get undressed. 
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d.  Dry yourself. 

e.   Wash yourself. 

f. Get dressed. 

g.   Get into the shower. 

 

C.  Read the following sentences. Notice words like then, first, 

next,  finally.  These  words  can  help  you  arrange  the 

sentences in the right order. On your paper, writhe the 

sentences in the correct sequence. 

 

1.a. After his bus ride, he gets on the train. 

b. Mr. Chan leaves his house at 7:00 AM. 

c. Then he rides the train for five stops. 

d. He finally arrives at his office at 8:15. 

e. He gets off the train and walks upstairs to work. 

f. He rides the bus for 2 miles. 

g. He walks to the bus stop. 

 

2.a. Then make the salad dressing. 

b. Dry them and cut or tear them into smaller pieces. 

c. Next, put the pieces into a large bowl. 

d. Begin with beautiful fresh vegetables. 
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e. Just before dinner, pour the dressing over the salad. 

f. Wash them in cold water. 

 

3.a. Her last class is woodworking on the first floor. 

b. Wanda finally leaves school at 2:15. 

c. She goes to her first four classes on the second floor 

d. Then she goes to gym for 5th and 6th period 

e. Wanda Jimenez begins school at 7:15. 

f. After her 4th period class she goes to lunch. 
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No School Today! 
 

 
 
 
 
 
               
 
 
 
 

During the winter in the cold areas of the United States, there 

are no classes when there is a heavy snowfall. This is because the 

snow falls on the roads, and it is difficult for cars and buses to 

run. The streets are slippery, and accidents can happen. Sometimes 

the wind, ice, or snow breaks the electric lines. Then schools, 

houses, and offices lose their electricity. Schools almost always 

close when there is no electricity. 
 

When there is a storm, students and their parents watch 

television or listen to the radio to hear the news about school 

closings. The superintendent of the school calls the radio or 

television station and tells if the school is closed for the day. 

Many students are happy to have an extra holiday. 

 

 

Information, Please 

 



READING  I  MODULE 

 

 

Use facts from “No School Today!” and your own knowledge and 

ideas. Write your answers on your piece of papers. 

 

1.Give  three  reasons  why  there  is  no  school  after  a  heavy 

snowfall. 

2. How do the students and the teachers know when there is no 

school?. 

3. Write five things you cannot do when there is no electricity. 

4. Name two other times when there are no classes in your 

school. 

 
What Happens Next? 

 

On your paper, write the sentences in the correct sequence. a.   

The superintendent decide to close the schools. 

 

b.  The snow covers the road. 

c.   The children are happy because they have a day off. 

d.  The snow begins to fall. 

e.   Parents and students listen to the radio and watch television. 

f. The roads become slippery. 

g.   The superintendent calls the radio and television stations. 

 



READING  I  MODULE 

 

Talking about you 

 

1.  Do you like to be first with the news? Why or why not. 

2.  What is the weather like in your country? 

3.  Does it snow where you live now? If not, are there any other 

reasons why they cancel classes in your area? What are these 

seasons? 

 

 

 
Composition Corner 

 

1.  Can you tell George’s   story in your own words? Think 

about the story then write a summary of “First with the 

News.” 

2.  What do you do on a day off from school? Write about your 

activities from the time you get up until you go to sleep. 

Think about the correct order when you write your story.
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Lesson 13 
Strawberry 

 
 
 
 
 
                        
 

People can change in many different ways. Read this story and 
see how and why a girl named Trang changes 

 

“You need to practice your English, Trang. You don’t 
speak enough. You can read and write well, but I never hear you 
talk.” 

 

“Yes, Mr. Fox,’ she says. But she’s thinking, “I don’t 
know anyone to talk to. My family doesn’t speak English. We 
only speak our own language at home. I want to practice my 
English, but I m afraid to speak in class. The other students 
know more English.” 

 

The bell rings. Trang leaves and begins to walk home 
alone. She looks in the windows of the supermarket and the 
other stores. She can read all the signs and can name all the 
things in the windows. 

 

She looks at the big sign in the supermarket window. 
“Milk,” she reads, “$.95, Rice $.89, paper towels, special, 2 for 
$  1.00, strawberries…” She stops. “Strawberries!” she says. 
“How I love strawberries! But they are s expensive.” 

 

Trang turns the corner. She sees a skinny, little kitten. 
“This  kitten  is  always  here,  always  looking  for  food,”  she 
thinks. “It doesn’t have a home.” 

 

Suddenly, a man throws a rock at the kitten. “That cat is 
breaking the  garbage bags  again,” he  says.  “This time,  I’m 
going to kill it.” 
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Tang runs to the kitten and picks it up. “No!” she says. 
She’s angry. “This is my cat,” she says to the man. “Don’t you 
hurt it! It’s just hungry. I’m going to take it home.” 

 

“So take it home,” says the man. “Good. I never want to 
see that cat again.” 

 

Trang runs home. She feels nervous and afraid, but she 
also feels happy. She looks at her kitten and says, “I do know 
English! I can speak and people understand me.” 

 

At home, she thinks, “I’m going to practice English more 
now. I know I can speak with the other students in class. And I 
am going to talk with this cat only in English. I’m going to give 
it an American name to remind myself to practice. I know! I’m 
going to call it Strawberry.” 

 
 
 
 
 
What’s in the Story? 

 
Answer these questions about “Strawberry.” Use complete 

sentences and write on your paper. You can find the answers in 
the story. 

 
1.  What does Mr. Fox tell Trang to do? 
2.  Does Trang speak English with her family? Why or Why 

not? 
3.  Why doesn’t Trang practice her English more in class? 
4.  How does Trang get home from school? 
5.  What does Trang look at in the store window? 
6.  Why is the man angry at the kitten? 
7.  Why is Trang angry at the man? 
8.  What does Trang do with the cat? 
9.  Why does Trang give the cat an American name? 
10. What does Trang name the cat? Why? 
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What Do You Think? 
 

Answer these questions. Use the story and your own ideas. 
Write on your paper. 

 
1.  What is Trang like? 
2.  What is the man like? 
3.  Why is the kitten breaking the garbage bags? 
4.  Trang  is  afraid  to  speak  English.  Why  does  she  speak 

English to the man. 
5.  How does Trang know the man understands her? 
6.  Why is Trang nervous and happy at the same time? 

 
Predicting Outcomes 

 
An outcome is a result or an ending. For example, if you 

miss the last 30 seconds of a very exciting basketball game because 
your television breaks down, you can call up a friend and ask the 
outcome of the game. You want to know who the winners are. In 
the exercise below, you have to read each paragraph and predict a 
possible outcome of it. You can’t be sure what is going to happen, 
of course, but there is enough information in each paragraph to give 
you some good ideas about what will happen. 

 

Remember that you can’t tell for certain what people are 
going to do. So don’t be surprised if other students write outcomes 
that are different from yours. 

 
 

The first answer is done for you. Use it as an example for 
others. Write your answers on separate paper. 

 
1.  Trang feels bad about her English. She speaks to the man 

and he understands her. What do you think is the outcome? 
Possible Outcome : Trang is going to speak Eanglish more 
in the future. 
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2.  John loves to drive his car fast. One day a child runs into the 
street. John almost hits her. What do you think is the 
outcome? 

3.  Tin-Sek has a test on Monday. At Sunday night there is a 
good movie on television. Tin-sek decides to watch the 
movie. He doesn’t study. He fails the test. What do you 
think is the outcome? 

4.  Mike has a secret. He tells his best friend Joe about the 
secret. Mike says, “Don’t tell anyone, Joe.” But Joe tells 
John and John tells everyone else. mike is furious with Joe. 
What do you think is the outcome? 

5.  Clark doesn’t like science He thinks it’s boring. This year, 
there is a new science teacher. This teacher loves science, 
and her classes are interesting and exciting. She talks about 
how science works in everyday life. What do you think is 
the outcome? 

 
 
 
More about Outcomes 

 
 

When you predict the outcome of a situation, you look at 
what is happening at the moment and make a decision about what is 
going to happen. For example, if you are outside and the wind starts 
to blow and dark clouds appear in the sky, you know that it is time 
to get indoors. You know that it is probably going to rain. You are 
predicting an outcome. 

 

Look at the matching exercise below. Column A tells you 
about certain things that are happening at the present time. Column 
B lists possible outcomes or predictions. Think about what is 
happening in each situation in Column A and match it with the 
correct outcome in Column B. Write the answers on your paper. For 
example, for the first item, write: 1.The cat’s going to run away 
when it sees her. 
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Column A 
 
1.    Baby Candice always pulls 

her cat’s tail. 
2.    Ming’s   older   sisters   are 

afraid of dogs. 
3.    Paul’s  puppy  always  runs 

into the street. 
4.    Jeanne says the same words 

to her parrot every day. 
5.   Debbie gets nervous and 

jumps  around  hen  a  bee 
gets near her. 

6.  Grandma    Nugent    is 
beginning to keep chickens 
in her backyard. 

7.    Factories are polluting the 
river. 

8.   Pandore the cat likes to 
explore   people’s   garages 
and basements. 

9.    It is against the law to hunt 
or  kill  a  American  bald 
eale. 

10.  Nobody   knows   that   the 
door o the hamsters’ cage is 
open. 

Column B 
 
1.  He’s going to be hit by a car 

someday 
2.  One  is  going  to  sting  her 

someday. 
3.  He’s going to learn to repeat 

the words. 
4.  She’s going to get locked in 

some night. 
5.  One  of  them  is  going  to 

escape. 
6.  Some fish are going to die. 
7.  The eagle population is 

going to grow. 
8.  She’s  going  to  have  fresh 

eggs every week. 
9.  The cat’s going to run away 

when it sees her. 
10. She’s  going  to  learn  to  be 

afraid of dofs, too 



 

 

Now that Strawberry has a home, She probably spends a lot of 
time…. 

 
CATNAPPING 
 

           
 

Cats sleep about 2/3 of each day. Kittens, sick cats, and old 

cats sleep more than healthy adult cats, but all cats love to sleep at 

any time of the day or night. People usually sleep a single session 

of six to eight hours, but the cats prefer to take many short sleep 

periods. Because of this, we call the short naps that people take 

“catnaps.” 
 

Many times cats adjust their sleeping schedule so that they 

are awake when their owners are home and want to play with them. 

When cats are alone and bored, they take naps. 
 

Cats  probably  dream  just  as  people  do.  Perhaps  in  the 

future, scientists can discover what cats dream about. For now, we 

can only guess. 
 

One thing is certain. Almost everyone loves to sleep, but 



 

 

cats are the sleep champions! 
 

 

 

 

Information, Please 

 

Use the facts from the reading and your own knowledge and 

ideas. Write your answers on a separate piece of paper. 

 

1.  How many hours do cats sleep each day? 

2.  About how many hours do most people sleep during the 

night? 

3.  What is catnap? 

4.  Why do  cats  like  to  stay awake when  their  owners  are 

home? 

5.  Why are cats called “the sleep champions?” 



 

 

What’s the Message? 

 

What is the main idea of this reading? Write your answer on your 

own paper. 

 

a.   Everybody loves to sleep. 

b.  A normal cat sleeps most of the day. 

c.   Most American like to catnap. 

d.  Scientists are studying what cats dream about. 
 

 

 

Predicting Outcomes 

 

Read the paragraph below. What do you think is going to 

happen when the nurse changes her work schedule? Write your 

answer on a separate piece of paper. 

 

A nurse who usually works during the daytime has to work 

at night for the next few months. The night shift at the 

hospital is from 11:00 p.m. to 7:00 a.m. How do you think 

the nurse’s schedule and her cat’s schedule are going to 

change? Think about their sleeping, eating, and playing 

schedule. 



 

 

 

 

 

Talking about You 

 

1.  Do you have a pet? What kind of pet is it? What is it like? 

2.  If you have a pet, tell the class why your pet is important to 

you and how your life is different because of your pet. If 

you don’t have a pet, tell the class your feelings about 

animals. If you are afraid of animals, tell why. 

3.  Think of something or someone in your life that changed 

you. Talk about who or what it was and what happened. 



 

 

 

 

Composition Corner 

 

1.  Dreams can be about what we like best or what we are 

afraid of most. Think about what cats like to do and what 

they are afraid of. Write a composition that describes a cat’s 

dream. 

2.  Are you an “early bird” or a “night owl”? Do you like to go 

to bed early and get up at dawn, or would you rather stay up 

late and then sleep until noon? Maybe you like to get up 

early, stay up late, and catnap in between. Write about your 

favorite waking and sleeping schedule and tell why you like 

it. 

 
 
 

 

  

 



 

 

 

 

Lesson 14 
A Floating Canoe 

 
 

 
 
        

 

 
Read and Decide. 1. Were the people on the motor boat 

pleased or annoyed with Robert? 
2. Why? 

 
It  was  a  cold  winter’s  afternoon.  Robert  paused  for  a 

moment as he crossed the bridge and looked down at the river 
below. There were hardly any boats on the river. Near the bridge, 
however, almost directly below, there was one small one, a canoe, 
with a boy in it. He was not even wearing many clothes, Robert 
noticed. He shivered and walked on. 

 

Just then he heard a cry. “Help! Help!” The cry definitely 
came from the river. Robert looked down. The boy was in the water 
and his canoe was floating away. “Help! Help!” he called again. 

 

Robert was a good swimmer and he hesitated for only a 

moment. Taking off his coat, he dived into the river. The icy water 

almost took his breath away, but in a matter of seconds he reached 

the boy. “Don’t panic!” he said as he caught hold of him. “Just 



 

 

 

 

relax – and I’ll soon get you out of the water.” 
 

But the boy began to struggle and shout something at him. 

Robert could not make out his words. “Don’t panic,” he said again 

and started to swim towards the bank, dragging the boy with him. 

But at that moment he noticed all looking in his direction. Robert 

decided to swim towards the boat. 
 

“Give me a hand,” he shouted as he got near the boat. He 

looked up into on a row of faces. “It’s funny,” he thought. “They 

look angry.” Silently the people on the boat helped the boy aboard 

and wrapped him in a blanket. But they made no move to help 

Robert. 

 

“Aren’t you going to pull me out too?” Robert asked. 
 

“You!” said one of the men. Robert noticed that he was 

standing next to a large camera. “You! Why, we were making a 

film and you spoilt a whole afternoon’s work! You can stay in the 

water!” 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 
A.  Find these words and phrases in the text: 

 

definitely  (line  7);  floating  (line  9);  dragging  (line  17), 
wrapped (line 23); made no move (line 23); spoilt (line 28). 

 

Now choose the right meaning. 
1. did not try 4. certainly 
2. pulling 5. moving on the water 
3. ruined 6. covered 

 

B.  Choose the right answer. 
 

1.  When Robert heard the cry for help, he was: 
a) still on the bridge 
b) looking at the river 
c) taking off his jacket 

 

2.   Robert dived into the river: 
a) to have a swim 
b) to get his coat 
c) to save the boy 

 

3.   The people on the boat: 
a) laughed at Robert 
b) did not speak to Robert 
c) left Robert in the water 

 

4. The people on the boat wanted to make a film of the boy: 
a) with Robert 
b) in the water 
c) in his canoe 



 

 

 

 

C.  Give the words or phrases for these pronouns. 
 

1.  It was almost directly below the bridge. 
2.  Robert took it off. 
3.  Robert started to swim towards it. 
4.  It was under the bridge. 
5.  The people on the boat wrapped the boy in it. 
6.  One of the men on the boat was standing next to it. 

 
D.  Answer the questions. 

 

1.  What was the weather like? 
2.  Were there a lot of boats on the river? 
3.  Who was in the canoe? 
4.  Did Robert dive into the water quickly? 
5.  What did the boy do? 
6.  Could the people on the boat see Robert? 
7.  Did the people on the boat help the boy out of the water? 
8.  Did the people on the boat help Robert out of the water? 
9.  What were the people on the boat doing? 

 
E.  Copy this table. Then complete it with the items below. 

 
 
 

Time of 
Day  

Year  

Places  
People  
Events  

 
a motor boat / film people / winter / Robert / a boy / a bridge / 
afternoon / Robert ‘saved’ a boy / a river / He spoilt a film 



 

 

 

 

F.  Guided composition. Complete this paragraph. 
 

One  cold  …,  some  people  were  making …  on  a  river. 
During the film, … had to fall out of his … into …, crying 
“…”. While they were filming this from their … under …, a 
man … off the bridge and tried to … the boy. He even 
brought  …  to  their  …  under  the  bridge!  As  you  can 
imagine, they were not exactly … about all this because it 
spoilt …. 

 
 
 
G. Vocabulary  practice.  Complete  these  sentences,  using 

the words in the box. 
 

bank camera definitely film hand 
board crossed dived float away spoil 

 
1.  What are they doing on … that motor boat. Well, they’ve 

got an enormous camera, so perhaps they’re making a … . 
2.  Give me a … , please. I think the canoe is starting to … . 
3.  We … the river in a matter of minutes and then sat down on 

the other … . 
4.  That man was … lucky! When he fell in the river, someone 

… into the icy water to save him! 
5.  Be careful! If you get that … wet, you’ll … it. 

 
H. Discussion 

 

Are you a good swimmer? Have you ever helped anyone 
like  this?  (Has  anyone  ever  helped    you?).  Suggest  an 
ending for this story. 



 

 

 

 

Lesson 15 
Driving to Marley 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Read and Decide. 1. Which part of his car did Alex 
( = the winter ) lose? 

2. Where did he lose it? 
 
 
 

I always enjoy the drive into Marley. It is a good straight 

road, with some pleasant views of the countryside on either side. 

There are woods and hills, villages and farms and, about halfway, a 

large lake. And because there is rarely much traffic on the road, I 

can usually enjoy the view as I drive along. 
 

I was rather annoyed the other morning, therefore, when a 

small green car began to drive very close behind me. I went a little 

faster, hoping to leave the car behind. But whenever I slowed down, 

the little car caught up with me. The driver, a middle-aged man, 

was grinning and waving to me. However, I did not recognize 



 

 

 

 

either him or the car. 
 

Again I began to drive a little faster but the little car caught 

up with me whenever I slowed down. “Perhaps I am doing 

something  wrong,“  I  thought.  I  checked  my  lights  and  my 

indicator, but they were both in order. And I certainly had not got a 

puncture. The man was a lunatic, I decided. Feeling rather cross, I 

drove off very fast, leaving the small green car behind. I did not 

slow down until I got to Marley. 
 

There  are  some  traffic  lights  just  before  you  cross  the 

railway bridge into Marley and as it happened, the lights turned red 

as I approached. I was still waiting there when the little green car 

caught up with me. 
 

The driver got out and tapped on my window. I opened it. 

“Can I help you?” I asked rather coldly. “I’m trying to help you!” 

the man said. “You see, your number plate fell off about fifteen 



 

 

 

 

miles back. I tried to attract your attention, but you didn’t take any 

notice!” 

A.  Find these words and phrases in the text: 
 

straight (line 1); grinning (line 10); checked (line 14), in 

order (line 15); cross (line 16); attract (line 26). 
 

Now choose the right meaning. 

1.  angry 4. smiling 

2.  tested 5. catch 

3. without bends 6. working well 

 
B.  Choose the right answer. 

 

1.  The driver on the small green car annoyed Alex because he 

wanted to: 

a) enjoy the view 

b) drive slowly 

c) stop halfway 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2.  Alex got away from the small green car by: 

a) driving very fast 

b) checking his lights 

c) waving to him 
 

3.  Alex stopped at the bridge because of: 

a) a train 

b) the traffic 

c) the traffic lights 
 

4.  The driver of the small green car wanted to: 

a) talk to Alex 

b) help Alex 

c) annoy Alex 

 
C.  Give the words or phrases for these pronouns. 

 

1.  He usually enjoyed them as he drove there. 
2.  He drove very fast because he wanted to leave it behind. 



 

 

 

 

3.  He checked them in case something was wrong. 
4.  He stopped there because they were red. 
5.  He tapped on it because he wanted to speak to him. 
D.  Answer the questions. 

 

1. What was the road to Marley like? 
2. Why did Alex usually drive slowly? 
3. Who was in the small green car? 
4. What did the driver of the small green car do? 
5. Did Alex know the driver of the small green car? 
6. What did Alex do before he drove off very fast? 
7. Did Alex stop before he got to Marley? 
8. Why did Alex stop at the railway bridge? 
9. What did the driver of the small green car tell Alex? 
10.Was Alex pleased (do you think)? 

 
E.  Match the statements in table 1 with the reasons in table 2. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Alex 

Table 1 
couldn't enjoy the view.                             1 
checked his lights and indicator.               2 
drove fast.                                                  3 
had to stop at the bridge.                           4 
lost his number plate.                                5 

 
Table 2 

The traffic lights were red                                           a 
He wanted to get away from the green car                  b 
The little green car was close behind him                   c 
He didn't pay any attention to the driver of the 
green car                                                                      d 
He thought that something was wrong                        e 



 

 

 

 

F. Guided composition. Complete this paragraph. 
 

The other day, as I was driving into Marley, the number 
plate of the car in front of me fell off. The car … quite slowly 
at the time (the driver … probably … the view!), so I … him 
and …. But instead of stopping, the man began to … a little 
faster. This happened several times until, in the end, the man 
… very fast, … me behind. Anyway, I … him at the traffic 
lights near the bridge into Marley. I … my car and … on his 
window. “Your number plate … about fifteen miles back,” I 
told him. He looked really cross then! 

 
 
 

G. Vocabulary practice. Complete these sentences, using 
the words in the box. 

 

attention heck in order slow down traffic lights 
caught up with  cross puncture traffic  view 

 
 

1. I think the car in front has got a … . Try to attract the 
driver’s … . 

2. You’d better … . There are some … just ahead. 
3. We’d  better  the  car  before  we  leave,  just  to  see  that 

everything is … . 
4. She went off without saying a word. I followed her, and 

when I … her, she looked very … . 
5. There isn’t much … on the road today. That’s good, because 

it means we can enjoy the … as we drive along. 
 
 
 
 
H. Discussion 

Can you drive? Do you like driving? Have you ever had any 
problems while you were driving? 



 

 

 

 

Lesson 16 
A Road Accident 

 
 

 
 
 
Read this passage slowly and try to imagine what is happening. 

 

Two days ago you went by bus to visit some friends who 

live about two miles away from your home. At about half past 

five in the evening, you were ready to return to your home. You 

walked eight yards to the bus stop on the main road which leads 

back to your district. Your two friends stood talking to you, 

while you waited for the bus which was due to come at a quarter 

to six. 
 

You noticed that the bus stop was very near to a pole which 

carried telephone wires. These went through a group of trees 

towards the houses where your friends lived. 



 

 

 

 

 

While you were waiting, you often looked down the road to 

see if a bus was coming, but you cold not see very far because 

there was a sharp bend in the road. However, in the other 

direction the road was straight for about a quarter of a mile. The 

weather and visibility were both good. 

 
 

For a few minutes you all stood by the bus stop, talking and 

joking. Then somebody said, “That car is coming quickly!” You 

looked along the straight section of the road and saw a car 

coming towards you rather quickly. One of your friends 

complained that vehicles always seemed to go too fast on that 

stretch of the road. As he said this, a motor-cycle came round 

the bend from the other direction. It was traveling at about 

twenty miles an hour. 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

When the motor-cycle passed you, the car was still about a 

hundred yards away, and both the car and the motor-cycle were 

visible to you. Suddenly a small boy darted out from some 

bushes on the far side of the road, chased by a bigger boy. Both 

of them rushed into the road, right in the path of the car, which 

was then only about ten yards from them. The car swerved to its 

right instantly, hit the motor-cycle and then crashed into a ditch 

four feet deep, on your side of the road and fifty yards from 

you. 
 

The two boys were not hit, and rushed away amongst the 

trees. The motor-cycle swung round when the car hit it, and slid 

along the road for some distance. When it stopped, the motor- 

cyclist was trapped beneath it. He did not move. Meanwhile the 

car was stuck in the ditch, and nobody seemed to be moving 

inside it. 
 

 

 

Comprehension and Discussion 
 

1.  When you have read the passage carefully, say what you 

and your friends should do now. 
 



 

 

 

 

2.  To what extent do you think that each f the following was to 

blame? Give reasons for your answers. 

a)  The boys who ran across the road. 

b)  The driver of the car. 

c)  The motor-cyclist. 
d)  The men who planned and made the road. 
 

3.  Assuming that both drivers were injured but recovered, give 

an account of this accident as if you were: 

a)  The driver of the car. 

b)  The motor-cyclist. 
 

4.  Who paid for the damage to the car and motor-cycle? 
 

5.  Not long after the accident, the Traffic Police arrived at the 

scene. Describe what they did. 
 

6.  Arrange the following people in a list with the worst at the 

top: a pick-pocket, a careless driver, a bicycle thief, a 

drunken driver. 

 



 

 

 

 

 

Lesson 17 
The Man Who Sold His Wife 

 

 
 

In ‘The Mayor of Casterbridge’ Thomas Hardy describes 
how, years ago, a young man was so drunk that he offered to 
sell his wife and young daughter. The small family came to a 
Fair and Michael Henchard, the husband, offered to sell his 
wife at an auction. The sale began although nobody thought 
that Henchard was serious at first. After a little while the price 
rose to four guineas. 

 

“Four guineas!” cried the auctioneer. 
 

“I’ll tell you what – I won’t sell her for less than five,” said 
the husband, bringing his fist down on a table. “I’ll sell her for 
five guineas to any man who will pay me the money, and treat 
her well; and he shall have her for ever, and never hear anything 
from me. But she shan’t go for less. Now then – five guineas – 
and she’s yours. Susan, you agree?” 



 

 

 

 

His wife bowed her head and said nothing. 
 

“Five guineas,” said the auctioneer, “or she’ll be with- 
drawn. Does anybody give it? The last time. Yes or no?” 

 

“Yes,” said a loud voice from the doorway. 
 

All eyes were turned. Standing in the doorway was a sailor 
who had arrived within the last two or three minutes. For it 
moment there was complete silence. 

 

“You say you do?” asked the husband, staring at him. 
“I say so,” replied the sailor. 

This was a shock for Michael Henchard, who had not really 
intended to  sell his  wife.  The  sailor paid five  guineas and 
walked away with Susan Henchard and her young daughter. 
Before she left her husband, Susan pulled off her wedding-ring 
and threw it on the ground in front of her husband, as a sign 
that she was finished with him. 

 

The next day Michael Henchard was sober and full of 
repentance. He realized the foolishness of his action, and he 
decided to try to find his wife, whom he loved. First he walked 
to a church and knelt before the altar. Then, with his head on a 
bible, he said: 

 

“I, Michael Henchard, on this morning of the sixteenth of 
September, do take an oath before God here in this solemn 
place that I will avoid all strong liquor for the space of twenty- 
one years to come, being a year for every year I have lived. And 
this I swear upon the book before me; and may I be struck 
dumb, blind and helpless, if I break my oath!” 

 

When he had said this, he kissed the bible, stood up and 
went out to begin the long search for his wife and child. 



 

 

 

 

Comprehension 
 

1.  Where did Michael Henchard sell his wife? 
2.  Why did he sell her? 
3.  In the paragraph which starts “I’ll tell you what …” which 

words show us that Henchard was not a completely bad 
man? 

4.  What made everybody turn round suddenly? 
5.  As far as you can tell, what did Mrs. Henchard think of the 

sale? 
6.  Why did Michael Henchard go to the church? 
7.  What did he do in the church? 
8.  How can you discover whether he ever found his wife? 
9.  Explain orally what these words mean in the passage : 

a) drunk e) intended 
b) an auction f) sober 
c) to withdraw g) repentance 
d) complete h) solemn 
 

 

 

 

 

 

  



 

 

 

 

 

Lesson 18 
The Future Looks Bright 

 
 
 

 
                                             
                                                  
                              Balamurati Krishna Ambati 
 
 
 

At age three, Balamurati Krishna Ambati was badly 

burned and spent several months in the hospital. He decided 

then that he wanted  to  be  a  doctor.  A  few  years  later,  he  

read  in  the Guinness Book of Records that the youngest doctor 

in the world was 18 years old. So he decided to become a 

doctor by the age of 17. Many people thought this was 

impossible, but at 11, Ambati was in college. He graduated from 

college at 14 and from medical school at 17. Now that he is 

a doctor, Ambati plans to go for advanced training in Boston. 
 

 



 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                                
 
Catherine Charlton  
 
 
 

Catherine Charlton is studying engineering at Cornell 

University, but she has already achieved an important goal: She 

has worked for NASA (the National Aeronautics and Space 

Administration). Charlton’s achievements aren’t only in 

engineering, however. She is also a successful pianist and 

composer.  Charlton  hopes  to  combine  her  talents  for 

engineering and music someday. For example, she would like to 

design concert halls or manufacture pianos. 
 



 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
                    
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                                          Sethi 
 

The Scholastic Aptitude Test is the test American students 

take to  enter college;  each  year,  only a  few  students get  a 

perfect score. One of those students was Jasmin Sethi. Her 

achievement was especially remarkable because she is blind. To 

take the test, someone read the test questions to her, and she 

gave the answers. She even solved difficult math problems in 

her head. Sethi has been the editor of her school newspaper and 

has organized food collections. She wants to go to a top 

university next year. Sethi would like to be a lawyer. 



 

 

 

 

A.  Read the Article 
 

What are each student’s interests? 
What goals has each student set? 

 
 

 Interests Goals 
1. Balamurti 
2. Catherine 
3. Jasmin 

……………… 
……………… 
……………… 

…… ……………. 
………………….. 
..……………….. 

 

B. Pair work  Talk about these questions. 
 
1.  Do you think Balamurati is too young to be a doctor? 
2.  What other careers would allow Catherine to combine her 

interests? 
3.  How do you think someone like Jasmin overcomes his or 

her disabilities? 
4.  How old were you when you started to think about your 

career goals? 
5.  Have you achieved a goal you set? What was it? 
6.  What other goals do you have? 



 

 

 

 

Lesson 19 
The Daily Grind 

 
Is it a good idea for a student to have a job? Why or why 
not? 

 

 Betty 
 

I’m a junior in high school, and I have a part-time job in a 

restaurant. I bus dishes on Saturdays and Sundays form 8:00 

until 4:00. I earn $5.50 an hour. It isn’t much money, but I save 

almost every penny! I want to go to a good university, and the 

cost goes up every year. Of course, I spend some money when I 

go out on Saturday nights. 
 

 

 
 

 

 

  

 



 

 

 

 

                Lauren 

 

I’m a senior in high school. I have a job as a cashier 

in a grocery store. The job pays well-about $6.75 an hour. 

I work every weeknight after school from 4:00 until 8:00. I 

don’t have time for homework, and my grades aren’t very 

good this year. But I have to work, or I can’t buy nice 

clothes and I can’t go out on Saturday nights. Also, a car 

costs a lot of money. 

 

          
               ERICA 

 

I’m a freshman in college. College is very expensive, 

so I work in a law office for three hours every weekday 

afternoon. I make photocopies, file papers, and sort mail for 

$8.25 an hour. The  job  gives me  good  experience 

because I  want  to  be  a lawyer someday. But I don’t 

want to work every semester. I need time to study. 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 
A.  Read the Article 

Why do these students 
work? Check (./) the 
correct boxes. 

 
 
 
 Betty Lauren Erica 
1. To earn money for college 0 0 0 
2. To buy nice clothes 0 0 0 
3. To go out on the weekend 0 0 0 
4. To pay for a car 0 0 0 
5. To get job experience 0 0 0 

B.  Pair Work Talk about these questions. 
 
1.  Look at the reasons why each student works. Who has good 

reasons to work? Who doesn’t, in your opinion? 
2.  How many hours a week does each student work? 
3.  How much money does each student earn per week? 
4.  What  are  the  advantages and  disadvantages of  part-time 

work for students? 
 
 

                                                     

 



 

 

 

 

 
 

Lesson 20 
Survival Techniques 

In The Animal World 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
Domestic animals like cats, dogs, and sheep have been 

trained to become man’s friends. They are harmless and do not 

attack man, their benefactor, who fives them food, shelter and 

protection. Some animals, which are not really domestic, have 

been trained to live with man as pets; for example, birds and 

monkeys, even snakes and bears. 
 

Animals, which live in freedom in the woods, may harm 

people. To survive they have to attack other animals and defend 

themselves against other animals. For this purpose a tiger has 

strong teeth, and claws with nails as sharp as knives. A 

rhinoceros has one or two sharp horns with which it attacks 



 

 

 

 

other animals, or occasionally, human beings. 
 

Some animals, however, like the antelope and the ostrich, 

depend on speed. Others depend on a very good sense of smell. 

They can smell their prey or their enemy at a great distance. 

Some birds, like the eagle, have very keen sight. Dogs bar at 

what they think are their enemies in the hope frightening them. 

This is an example of bluff, or psychological warfare. 
 

Chemical warfare is also found in the animal world. For 

instance, the cuttlefish when attacked ejects ink like liquid 

behind, which it can hide. Snakes use poison to kill their 

enemies. Animals, which have neither teeth nor claws, neither 

speed nor any chemical weapon, use camouflage to survive. 

They have the same color as their surroundings, or they can 

change their color to match their background. In that way their 

enemies do not easily see them. 
 

Compared with survival techniques of other animals, the 

human animal seems practically defenseless. In fact, however, 

he possesses the most powerful means of offence or defense: his 



 

 

 

 

brain. Man has the ability to think. With this ability he can think 
of ways to defend himself, or to escape from his enemies. He 
can make weapons to attack even the fiercest animal in the 
forest,  or  the  smallest  disease-causing  bacteria,  which  is 
invisible to the naked eye, but which is not too small for the 
human brain to detect. 

 

Practice 1: Based on the text, decide whether the sentence is 
true (T) or false (F). 

 
1.  Animal that you keep at home called domestic animals. 
2.  Dogs, cats and sheep are harmful. 
3.  Animal which live in freedom in the woods may not harm 

people. 
4.  Tiger have strong teeth and claws with nails as sharp as 

knives to attack their enemies. 
5.  Antelope and the ostrich depend on speed to survive their 

live. 
6.  An eagle can smell their enemy by using keen sight. 
7.  A cuttlefish doesn’t eject an ink like liquid when it attacks 

its enemies. 
8.  In order to kill their enemies, the snake uses its teeth. 
9.  One of ways to survive his life, a man uses brain. 
10. The bacteria can not be seen by the naked eyes. 

 
Practice 2: Answer these questions based on the text above. 

 
1.  “They are harmless and do not attack man …” (Paragraph 

1.) 
What does the word ‘ they ‘ refer to? 

2.  “For this purpose a tiger has a strong teeth, and claw with 
nails as sharp as knives.” (Paragraph 2.) 
What does the phrase ‘ This purpose ‘ mean? 

3.  “ This is an example of bluff, or psychological warfare.” 
(Paragraph 3.) 
What does the word ‘ this ‘ refer to? 



 

 

 

 

4.  “They  have  the  same  colour  as  their  surroundings,  …” 
(Paragraph 4.) 
What does the word ‘ they ‘ mean? 

5.  “He can make weapons to attack even the fiercest animal in 
the forest, …” (Paragraph 5.) 
What does the word ‘ He ‘ refer to? 

 
Practice 3: Answer these questions based on the text above. 

 
1.  Mention some domestic animals! 
2.  How does the domestic animal behave toward men? 
3.  What usually animals do to survive their life? 
4.  How does a cuttlefish to prevent its enemies? 
5.  What does an man have in order to defend himself and how 

does he use it? 
 
Practice 4: Match the words in column A with its equivalents in 
column B! 

 
No. A B 

1 Train a. dangerous 
2 Harm b. rely on 
3 Attack c. own 
4 Depend on d. avoid 
5 Kill e. sharp 
6 Possess f. give teaching 
7 Escape g. defeat 
8 Keen sight h. save 

  i. put to death 



 

 

 

 

Lesson 21 
Rain Forest 
 

 
 

Tropical rain forest are found in the Amazon region, Central 
America, parts of Africa, and parts of South and Southeast Asia. 
These are thick forest with trees 45 meters high. These huge 
trees have their first brances about 10 meters above the ground. 
Below the trees there is another level of plants – many kinds of 
smaller trees, bushes, and flowers. 

 

Each level of the forest is its own world. The lower level is 
protected by the trees above. The temperature and humidity (the 
amount of water or moisture in the air) stay about the same in 
the lower level. There is not much sunlight. In the upper level 
the sun, rain, and wind change the temperature and humidity 
often. 

 

It is amazing to find that there is an animal world in the 
upper level. There are monkeys, members of the cat family, 
birds, and insect  such as bees, butterflies, and many kinds of 
flies.  There  are  also  other  animals  that  usually  live  on  the 
ground – mice, ants, and even earthworms. 

 



 

 

 

 

This upper of the forest is thick with plant life because the 
trees are covered with other plants. Most plants get nutrients 
from the ground through their  roots. These plants in the upper 
level take their nutrients from the trees they live on and from 
the other plants that die there. 

 

The  animals need  “streets” so  they can  move  along the 
upper level without going down to the ground. In order to travel 
in this upper level, they make paths along the branches of the 
trees. A researcher found a path that stretched for 18 meters in 
one tree. One kind of  tiny and makes a path only 3 millimeters 
wide. 

 

Now  humans are destroying the earth’s tropical rain forests. 
About  100,000 square kilometers are  being destroyed every 
year. About one-fourth of the destruction comes from people 
cutting down trees for fuel. Another  quarter is destroyed when 
people cut down trees to make grassland for their  cattle. People 
cut down the rest of the trees so they can sell the wood or start 
farms. 

 

The world needs more food, and it seems like a good idea to 
clear the rain forests and use the land for agriculture. Land that 
can support these huge, thick forests must be very rich in 
nutrients. But it isn’t. This is another surprising thing about rain 
forests. 

 

Most of the alnd in tropical rain forests is very poor. The 
plants are able to live because of all the dead leaves and other 
parts of the plants that fall to the ground. This carpet of dead 
plants provides nutrients for the living plants. 

 



 

 

 

 

Whe the land is cleared for agriculture, there are  no longer 
any plants left to die and provide nutrients for living plants. The 
cycle is broken. Agriculture is not successful because the land 
cannot support it. Trees cannot grow again because the carpet of 
dead plants is gone. The land becomes empty and useless. 

 

Is this important? What does it matter to a Japanese 
businessman, a French farmer, or an Arab student that people 
are destroying rain forests thousands of kilometers away? 

 

Do you ever take medicine? Do you wear running shoes? 
Do you use envelopes when you mail letters? Rain forests make 
these things possible. 

Rain forests cover about 7 percent of the earth’s area, but 
they have 100,000 kinds of plants, probably half of all the kinds 
of plants on earth. Twenty percent of our different kinds of 
medicine comes from rain forests. The glue on an onvelope and 
in shoes comes from tropical plants. Rain forests provide 
materials for hundreds of other products. 

 

Rain forests are also very important to the world’s climate. 
The Amazon rain forest alone receives about 30 to 40 percent of 
the total rainfall on the earth and produces about the same 
percentage of the world’s oxygen (O). No one knows how the 
decreasing size of the world’s rain forests will affect the earth’s 
climate 

Saving our rain forests is an international problem. One 
country or even a few countries cannot solve the problem alone. 
The nations of the world must work together to find a  solution  

 

before it is too late. 



 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

A. Vocabulary  

  

bush 
humans 
insects 
destruction 

 

path 
quarter 
tiny 
cattle 

 

branch 
no longer 
level 
tropical 

 

such as 
solution 
roots 
humidity 

 

1.  Flies, ants, and bees are examples of . 
2.  An insect is a _ animal. 
3.  When students do well in their English classes, they move 

up to the next . 
4.  Masako had to leave the university and go home. She is 

studying English. 
5. can work together to save rain forests. 
6.  Anne and Ken like to walk on a 

in the evening. 
along the river 

7.  A 
8.  A 
9. 

is part of a tree. 
is a plant that grows lower than a tree. 

are cows. 
10. Malaysia is a 

the 
country. The temperature and 

are both high there. 
11. We must find a 

overpopulation. 
to the problem of 

12. The   of most plants are below the ground. 



 

 

 

 

B.  Vocabulary 
 

fly cycle nutrients path ant
 bee moisture region 
oxygen (O) such as butterfly earthworms 
stretch glue quarter no longer 

 
1.  The 

 
 
2.  A 

, , 
are all insects. 
 

is a circle. 

, and 

 

3.  Humans need to eat the right food in order to get the right 
  . 

 

4.  Most of North Africa is a desert   . 
 

5.  Carol needs some   to fix a broken plate. 
 

6.  People in Latin American countries 
Peru, and Venezuela speak Spanish. 

 

_ Ecuador, 

 

7.  The Andes Mountains   from Colombia to Chile. 
 

8.  A   is one-fourth. 
 

9.  Most   live under the ground. 
 

10. The amount of   in the air is called humidity. 
 

11.   is necessary for life. 



 

 

 

 

C.  Vocabulary Review 
 

rubber ivory treat colony 
attitude although average metal 
famine industry revolution extended 
nuclear tribes frightened field 

 

1.  There are two kinds of families, 
. 

and 

2.  The Indian in the Americas came from Siberia. 
3.  Mr. Green has an excellent about visiting a 

foreign country. He wants to learn everything about it that 
he can. 

4.  You   don’t   have   to   like   everybody,   but   you   should 
everyone the right away. 

5. 
his vacation. 

Joe doesn’t like to fly, he is going to Hawaii on 

6.  Tires are made from . 
7.  Most comes from elephants. 
8.  The United States was a British until 1776. 

Then the American made it a separate country. 



 

 

 

 

 
D.  True/False/No Information 

 

   1. Some rain forests are not in the tropics. 
   2. There is more change in weather in the upper level of 
  a rain forests than in the lower. 
   3. In the upper level, some plants support the life of the 
  other plants. 
   4. Plants get nutrients through their branches. 
   5. People  destroy  about  25,000  square  kilometers  of 
  tropical rain forest every year so they can the wood. 
 6. The land in tropical rain forest is rich. 

 

 7. Tropical rain forest land can support forests, although 
  it cannot support agriculture. 

 
 

 
 8.  Material from rain forests is used to make cassette 

tapes. 
9.  Earthworms make paths on the branches of trees in 

rain forests. 
10. There are rain forests in Brazil. 
11. Rain forests have 100,000 kinds of plants. 

 

 
 
E.  Comprehension Questions 

 
1.  How  is  the  weather  in  the  lower  level  of  a  rain  forest 

different from in the upper level? 
 

2.  Why is it amazing to find mice and earthworms in the upper 
level? 

 



 

 

 

 

3.  Where do most plants at the upper level get their nutrients? 
 

4.  Why do people cut down trees in rain forests? 
 

5.  Where do plants in the lower level get their nutrients? 
 

6.  What happens to the land when the trees are cut down? 
 

7.  Why are rain forests important to the world’s climate? 
 

8.  What are some other reasons they are important to all of us? 
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